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AMONG the prodigious number c^ 
books that go under the denomU 
nauon of Novei.s, the far greater number 
^u-c only intcndeci as the aouifcoient of a 
vacant hour. Yet there arc fome that are 
written with a better defign: namely, to 
counteraA the poifon of Fa{hion> Folly, and 
Diffipation ; to blend together the ufile and 
the duUci and to imprefs ibme moral inj> 
ferences on the mind of the reader. Thcfe 

r 

lad, it is preiumed, will always find patrons 
and proteftors. 

There has been among the Novel read<ra>^ 
of late years, a rage for Sentiment i in- 
ibmuch that Authors : have thought it 

A 3 ncceflfary 



neccflary to recommend their works by 
this "^fOT^h^-Smtimtnt^l Stories, Sentimental 
Plays, Smtimental Talcs, Sentimental Jour- 
neys, &c. 

This word, like many others, feenns to 
liave degenerated from it*s original ncieaii- 
ing: and, under this flimfy difguile, it ha^ 

• • • 

given rife to a great number of wHining, 
'maudlin ftories, full of falfe fentiment and 
; 11 .^"•^^cacy, calculated to excite a kind of 

- * 

HiOibid fcnfibility, which i$'to faint under 
every ideal dlftrcls, and every fantaftical 
trial 5 which have a tendency to weaken the 
mind, and to deprive it of thofe relburces 
which Nature intended it fhould find withia 

Itfelf. • ■ 

Thus young people cnteY* into life, im- 

« 

t)ued With falfe notions and falfe fentiments: 
believing it rheritorious to have this pre- 

• • • 

tended fentimental turn j liable to a thou- 

fand 



%id v^ations ami mordficatioos ; und. <ii£- 
^rmcd of that llrength: and fortksack. which. 
ihouldfiicduniicr and vaE^uiiH them. / 

Thcfc fentitncntal people prettflji to «. 
moxc thzn c(MinfiQ&?idegree^of teni;krDc& 
%pd .fepftWIity^ wliich tbey carry ^q.tbe^moft 
fbDUih.aiid'ridicuioUs;e&c^»it There ^aiiic 
ibme who think it a crime^to dc!!(troy omi<ius 
y^rmtni rq>tiki^ add in(e£tsi hornbt^ and* 
wa^ ipiderS) fimU9> aitd caterpillars. 
': A young girl, about fovea years old, 
begged her mother not to hurt the. poor 
little fl^a that hop]^ed upon her fiock-^ 
¥ FoJ ypu knoWi mammi, that we muft 
not ktU 4ny thing]" > . " 

However ridiculous this ftory may ieem, 
the f^<5t i3. irvtt. ' 1 1 defer vcs to be compared 
with thsit of a j>Qor lady, whofe fenfibility 
w(|s excil^d.rby ,fhe broken kg of an unfor- 

|;unat^ whed^airrowr ! 
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Tbett is a (cnfibUicy that ennobfes th#* 
heart that bears iu It is modeft xmd fecretf 
it never boafts itfelf^ Iwt eojo]rs it^s pitafbre$^ 
and endKires it's p^ins^ in the heart's rcociTes. 
It hates and abhors cruelty of every kind; 
k weeps with tboi^ that weepi but avoidf 
all oftentatlous difplxf of ic^ feelings. 

Falfe fenfibditf ^ on the contHEtry^ is aU 
ways talking of itfelf: it oomplaitis of it^« 
fufierings> in order to exalt it*a meritsi ^nd 
vironders at t^e hardneis^ and tn^nfib^ity of 
others. Yet it is often icen thai thefe very 
people Will turn their backs %ipon the mi^ 
fcries of their fellow-creatures, and evert 
praftifc the art of ingenioufly tonnemingf 

them. 

This falfe kind of fenfibilky arifes from 
falfe fentiments v and they arc either counter- 
feited for interefted purpofes; or, if they arc 
real, they weaken the mkid that indulges 

them. 



FJtEFACS* b 

tbem« It was a faying of Cato the Elder^ 
*^ That a virtuous rnind^ firugglbg againft 
misfbrtuoes^ was a lpe£fcacle that the gods 

beheld wkh j^eafure and s^fH-obation/* 

« ■• » 

Piftures of this kind ihould be hdd ap 
to young people, and propofed as models 
of imitation* They jQiouId be encoori^ed 
to believe, that misfortunes are not iayin** 
cihle^ that virtue will enable them to over«> 
come all difficulties i and that fucb viiftories 
are fubjefirs of honourable Iriumpb: that 
virtue is a&ive^ and gathers ftreng^ fiorp^ 
cxercife; and that indolence firufltrates it's 
own expeAations. 

Thefableof Hercules and the Countrymar^ 
is a good illuftration of this fubjcfl:— 

When his waggon was ftuck feft in the 
mire, he kept praying inceflantly to Her* 
cules> but never once offered to exert his 
own ftrcngth to help himfelf. 

4 
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X PREFACE. 

- " Leave off calling opon rnc,*' fays 
Hcrcuks; " put forth all your ftrength, to 
Kft up your waggon. When you hare 
done your utmoft^ I will come to your 
affiftance/' 

• • * 

With this moral in view, I have wrkteh 

the following woilc; which motive, I hopcv 

will be 'kerned a fufficient claim to candour 

and allowance, if it (houM not be found 

• • • 

worthy of a warmer plaudit. 

It is written more to die heart than 

the head. It is addreflbd to the Virtuous 

"and Candid^ to whom 1 confign it's final 

deftiny* 
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LETTER I. 

MILS. STRICTLAND>, TO MRS, PARNFORD, 

I.F Frances Darnford remenibers hep 
fcboolfeilpw Rachel Sclwya^ ibe ^i!l 
acknowledge a friend in Rachel Stri&Iand^ 
though (he has not been peFmitted to con-f 
verie with her under that name. She muft 

- * . 

have heard that Rachel had changed her 
name feveral months before her^^ but Ra- 
chel knew not that her bdoved Fanny was 
fnarried till above a year aftcrwwd. 

Long have • I been feparated from all 

A 6 thofe 



Ml 8CBOOL TOK WIDOWS* 

thofe whom I called mf frieods i bu% at 
lengthy Heaven allows us to be tinited* 
Banifhed from fobietf for near ten years, I 
am tellorecl to anjr iibmty by t^ death of 
my buiband} an awful and important events 
but not greatly depfored by me» Heaven 
knows wlut is belt for us! I: know not 
/eemings; I difclaim them* 

After being the ilave and priibner of a 
tyrant for ten.years> I feci asxioes the cap« 
tive juft delivered from his chains. It 
would be folly, it would be finful> in me» 
jco affeft the part of a difconletaie widow« 

The firft ufc I made of my recovered 
liberty, was to enquire after the friends of 
my youth. One of my guardians was 
dead i the other was removed to a diftant 
county. My young friends were diiperfed 
here and there^ and out of my reach. 

I met a gentleman who knew your fa« 
mily; and I enquired after every part of 
it^ particularly the perfon in it the moft 

dear 



dear to me^. He told ixie ^ie^jr frfl ibact 

be knew of it^^. - :i •.:... . 1 ^ , 

• . , • • • 

^./^ MjiQsL^vfcm isixiarricd to atrndefmaii 

*» - * « ' * 

in Loadoa* Jane is Riarried tot m -attovt 
&ey» Mr^ Jonest^wiharociMdal iur^^ 

» 

- .<* Tell nic what h hnomt of Fmocrs? 
k i». Iter that I am themofl; 4^rqaf- to 
b«ar of.'* 

■ * • 

/* 3ho was married to a Mr» Damfoix^ 
who was faid to be a aun of good Sxy 
«uoc; but be mn thm^jt all in a &v 
years, and tben 4icd. AU that recruuned of 
his eftate wi» etttatfcd oa .tbe oext male 
lieir^f die ttamc) and.the widoir wa». kft 
wtthoist any provifion^ and obliged ta go 
out at goveraefi to tMit ycwtg ladks.'* 

^ WelU bot vhat bacHn^ c^ bcr ever 
fince?*' ... 

"Why, that w< jJo««» ii90w«»£klf^ 
It was ikidi xhac ttHt..k<ft H .ibboolat 

but I knvw nothiis^ ficrttiiilj^"'' 

«' Can 
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- ^<< Gan you tell mc who knows more ?*'^ ' 

** Perhaps her fillers may*'* * 

• ** That' is true i but, where are they to 
twfouhd?'* ' ,.'..;. 

•♦* Mrs. Joncslives at N — — ^/'* 

- *' I thank you, Sif, for this infofmation/* 
^' It was a perffin fornicrly a ckrk to yow 
father who gave me this imperfefl: ac- 
tount; and he feemed not to know, "or 
care to know, any more. 

A few days after, I put mykif ipto a 

poft-chaifc, and wentto N .j. i • 

Mrs* Jones, received nse.graciou Qy, when 
ihethougiit I came to vifit hers bur> as 
foon as fhe found I pnly came to enq<>ii*je 
ftfter you, (he grew ftiff and referved. 
: I urged her to tell me all fhe knew* 
She faid, flie knew very little more, I begr 
ged her to tell me that litdc. '* 

• « Why, really. Madam, it gives mepaitt 
to fpeak of Mrs. Darftford« She was weak 
enough to give up herfcttlemcnt,..aadfo 

*^ reduced 



SCHOOL FOR WIDOWS* 

•'reduced herfelf to poverty and diftrefit 
After trying to get a maintenance in fevc- 
"ral \^ays, flic fee iq) a day-fchool at tht5 
town of W . She lodged with a car- 
penter's widow, who let her have part of 
her houfe. ' She taught her daughters, an4 
TTiade themcapabk of affifting her in'hcr 
fchooL After fonac time, flie fucccederf'j 
and Iwas told fee ntade it out very well, 
and I was glad to liear it.^ 

« Good God?'* faid I, *« this a fituation 
for Fanny's fiftcr to be gljid of P'^ 

I faid this inwardly, as you may fuppofe* 
** Well, Madam, Mrs. Darnford is 
-there ftill, Ifuppofer 

** I believe not. Madam. About tw© 

years ago, fhe left W , where flic was 

well eftabliHaed; and went a wild*gooie 

\ cbace, nobody kno^^ whc^e. It is (aid fee 

is engaged in a ftrange undertaking ; that 

Ihe lives in a b/mnted bmpj and takes 

\ care of a mad W0»an, whofe hufeand i» 

gone 



£one^abroadi» and has. Idt Ufi boufii wd hU 
wife to the care of Mrs-^Darofooi. .This w 
the iaft ,80count> and tb'» is all that i 
can tell you of hcf/* .. r 

« Very ftrangc;, indeed Irr-B«t wibcrc if 
4hU haiintcd houft 10 bciouRd ?'*- 

•« lodeeid, I donotknowr X-ni^ver bear 

from lier/* 
" Doca aay bwfy dfc Jtnow oaorc of hf r ?'* 

*« Mrs. Murtiny her landlady, *t W-^^^^ 
Is the m^ft likely t^kpow^ fiar I am tK)l(t 
that (he took oue of hcf daughter* away? 
imh haryaad I fuppofe (he npay hear ftom 
^fcMDetimcs/' . . * 

•• I fuppofc fo toOi lor I hope tbcic arr 
4ew peepk that nekher koow oor tare 
^%^hat hecoaiies of theit neareft rebtional'* 

" You nught have Iparpd that rcproaeb^ 
•Madam • X^ wrcs of my own family are 
i^uitc fuffitietit for mew Mrs.Damford ne- 
wt writaca to any of her rclatioasJ*^ 

•* I dare 



' ^ I dot fiiy fliehas goddtmiroiisfQr wkat; 
flie does^ and What ibe does nec^'' ^ 

partktl to htr, and now mtuld yg^ffh^ 
oonduft ftc^vciy one'i e3tpGEioe<r^*«^^d!UiiKe 
anfwere4 your qiaeftioiu^ audi ctn uU yoti^ 
nothing more.'* 

^< I t^uik yovj Madatbi f fcave'iMrtiiQg: 
finhb 1:0^ kSfiU ' 3 Mil irdcUsut yoir flf^ 
I ^iS endetvow to fae of forvit* to her| 
ind KN^I'do ilie oiSoB of a fnehd, f^ongh 
1 am not her relation. jQnlftdl me tkm 
nemcbf th^ peifomvith whmi flie lived 
atW— .'* 

I wfoie Mrs. Martm*« nasme ami pjfceof 

•boidci aad vthen {Qok my kave ofMra^ 

Jones^ wlio.ira»4imr(ily g^ad to b^ rid of mi^ 

I ate and ilopt at tbe inn wh^n the 
horfes were put i^i and ih^ p^t (9oraij)g 
I iet offfor. W—— , r^folviognpt to rettira 
borne, till I. h^d <ib(ain^ more certain ia^^ 
tcWgence of you, 

I flept 
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. I flcpt another night upon the road, add 

got to W-^ bybne*o*cl6ck. I took anr 

early dinner. The landlady of the White 
Hart, a fehfible and intelligent woman^ in-^ 
formed me where Mrs. Martin lived, an<l. 
fent her fervant to Ihew nae the way to her 
houfe. \ a 

; I enquired fi)r her ; ' ixA wa^ ; co^q^^ed 
through^ neat fhop, and Snta a.Iarge bii^ 
parlour, where fat the good wonian ih thtf 
midft of thirty children, all neatly drclTcd 
and wdiihehayed. . i ' :. ; \ 

^ At my entrances, they all rpfe \ip^ I apo^ 
logized for intruding upon them. I faid— * 
*' My bufinefs is to enquTre after a dear 
friend and fchoolfeUow of mlnei ^ais alfo 
afriendof yours, Mrs. Martin. Her namcis^ 
Darnford. I am told you are the moft likely 
pcrfon to give me fome. account of her.'* 
: "-^ Mrs. Darnford, did you fay ?t— Yes; 
&€ is my friend indeed, and thebefti ever 

*^ had 



had in my life. She has been a gpod aogel 
to mc and ^1 wy family V^ 

" When your fthool is.difmifled, I Ihall 
be glad of a litdp converfation ^vieh yfm 
about this, fame Mrs. Darnfprd.'' ■', 

** I will fend the children h6m^ direiftlji 
Madam; I will do any thing to; oblige f 
friend of Mrs, Darnford/\ 
•-- The Ghildr(*n were difinii&d«' . .f 

As fdbn as we were alone, I ma'd^fny 
enquiries. .. ,^ .., i 

She faid it was neceffary to tell, mc, how 
:ihe tiecaiileacquaiiK^d with Mrs; Dai i. .*r4 
if it would not be tkcfgrnc to nie. 

I defired fhe would do fo^ for I wiilicd 
jto be acquainted with, the hiftory of her 
own (icuation^ and how fhe came to be fy 
jntimatcly C9nnedtcd with Mre» Darnford* 

*' About fcven years ago, I was left a 
widow, with fix children^ My hufband v/a«. 
a mafter carpenter in this town ; a fober, 
hontfi, induftrious man, and one of the beft 

of 
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oC h^A^ands and fathers. He favrd moaej^ 
and had put out his two eldeft Ions beforr 
his death J, the firft to his own trade, the 
Iccond .to a wheelwright^ and he Jiad feme 
hundreds in the funds beiide^ He Jefc me 
this houfc decently f«rniflied> and Ae'in- 

♦ereft of his monifey for nriy life, 

^^ I had four* 'children totnaintaiQ^ and 
wanted tofititpon fomeway^fbuHm^fi to 

tielp them and oiy&If^ pi\ vnjion ihould be 
out of his time> and fucceed to hts father's 
budnefs. I confulted with my friends ; but 
they could not agree in their advice, and 
only puzzled me^ fb tl^t I was unable t^ 
determine. y 

** One thing I refolded on, which wat 
to let a part of my houfc j and I had fomc 
thoughts of keeping a fljop, and felling a 
few articles ; or elfe taking in clcai-ftafch* 
* ihg and needlework, to employ myfelf and 
iny daughters." — ■ 

'* I put up a biH at my door — ^^ Readjr 

furniihed 
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furni0i€d Lodgings for Ladles of good 
Charader/' Thk was laughed at by (bmc 
^ my neighbours $ but I thought it wa« 
right, and niinded not what people faid* 

** My youngeft boy was a fickly child> 
tad died a few months ^fter his father. My 
eldeft ghi was turned of fourteen^ and tht 
fecond thirteen. 

.• " One day, Mrs. BaUcy, who keeps the 
White Hart in this town* lent vfi^ word 
that a lady at her bquie defired to fpeak 
with me. I went dircdly^ and there I firft 
faw Mrs. Daxiifbrd^ and that was. a good 
day to me. 

•* }Ar^ Bailey laid-*-'' Here is, a lady 
whq. defigos to open a fchoojl^ $he xo- 
qtiirea fisr lodging)^ to try whether ihe is 

likely to fucceed before (betakes ahouic 

• ' . ... . ? 

to heiieJG J h^^9 .eocoyraged her ,^o un- 
dertake it> a fchool is very mujch M^anted 
in tU&town* She |s recommended b^ Mrs. 
SorlJDg> and I will anfwer for her cha- 

raster. 
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faftcr. She has lived in high lifc> and dci 

• • • • . - 

Tcrvcs a better fituation than Fortune hal 

given her; but wc never could have met 
with a perfon fa well-qtialified for our un-» 
dertaking. ! hive rccomnncndcd ' y6ur 
lodgings, Mrs. Martin : we >vill cbnie and 
fee thern^ and, if they fuit Mrs, Darnfordi 
flic will take them." 

*^ I thanked Mrs. Bailey for her recom- 
mendation, and wiffied my lodgings might 
fuit the lady. So they retiwn^d with nrie;. 
iind looked over them. 

• • • p 

' ** Mrs. Bailey nrade fomc ohjeftions; 
but Mrs. Darnford, with that gracioiifneft 
and fweetnefs* which arc natural to her, 
faid— "It is eafy to rife to better lodgings. 
Madam ; and I know that it is hard to de- 

fcend to worfe.' I like thfe gehtlei^oman," 

» » ... 

— fo flic was pleafed to call *mei— ** 1 like 

T 

" * ' T f * 

her charafter arid behaviour. It is' of con- 
fequcncc that I fliould be in "a worthy fe- 

' miiy> 
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mWy, who can an(wer for my condud. i 
will fix here for the prcfent/' . 1 

^' I was charmed with the lady from the 
firft hour I waiin her company. I faw i^at 
(he wasfuperior to all that I had feen and 
^onirerled. wkh; We talked of the terms. 
Mrs. DafiUbrd >prQ|iofed to. bdardj as well 
as lodge, with hie. Mrs. Bailey advifed 
it^ as mofl: convenient to ^1 the parties^ 
She fettled the ternas.to our mutual fatis- 
^a(5tion* She xxfiered Jl^ lady a jbNbd.javher 
iiouie, till her lodgings oOuld be got ready. 
My daughters aQdlc^^dehafte CO get theqi 
,»i ordcTf . Mrs;, Bailey told every bqdy of 
the new undertaking, ap4 prepared diem 
to r^ceiff Mrs* Dagiford wijii due lefpef): 
and attention. .^.t o - .; 

^\ A, few; days after, my good angel qame 
under my ii^^nible roof, and.brpugbt with 
;hefrtbe |^a£eft hMi^ .. 

*^ She wrote, in a fine smd curious hand 
fT**^ A School ii>rFj;Mi4i.B CaitDREK 5 

where 
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iR^hcBBjEMdingi Englifli, Writing, ftod aU 
kinds of NeedknMc^att caughl! ih the 

^ In aw wecW^ tiatt^ the. Icbool %ft 
fifcoed Mtfa tm ftholar^ Mrs., Aailex 
felt two of Ua: dBBglicers and a lueoo. 
She adY$&d tvicrf htdj to ftwi thdr.cfait- 
dreo wkhovtidfiiayg fqr tb^ incvop ^^fOvl^ 
Jbtirc fucb amkhor opptetunkjr. 
> ^' The coraiB of the parHh called \}pOti 
bcr, ai M^. &allejr*s ddimc he converfed 
^Ml her, a)fd tnafdk hi$ report hij^Ly , ih. het 
tkvour. He f$M, flie had more knoirtedge^ 
and lefs coAlld^nce ink, than any- MWnmi 
Tie fesrf eirei* metirith. . j 

<* fiithe courli^of a motothi tf^fehottl 
was increafed to twenty fehoiars. Mm. 
Damford had wow ber hands fulf of bufi- 
nefi,-andit Vras ds^ htcttaHag. / ' ■ ••" 

« One daf; ftfef«* ttr' ^i«!-i**•^Mygbo^i 

' Mrs. Martin, I have fomething to pro- 

pofe that 1 thfnk wtU bfe of ftfrricc botlixo 

^ you 



yxM aa4 qae« I mVL t$kA one of ynur da:ugh<« 
ten ioio my fchooi, afid qutlify her to be 
my afliftaAt, if it is agreeable to you and 

to fcer%" , .^ 

^* I ttuuYk you, Madam; it will be an 
lionour to< her, and a fer^ice to me. I 
pny God to reward yovr goodae& Co m! 
Only one diing troubles me*— Both my 
daughters love and admire you : they would 
6c proud to ferve you. I fear, chat whichfb- 
ever of thefn is chofen> the other will be ' 
grieved and nf¥>rtified : (he will think her- 
felf defpifedy when £he is put lo do the 
lioufliold work, while her fiftcr is treated 
like a gendewoman. I love them ^ually 5 
^^nd I ihould be concerned for the poor 
:girl that is rejeded." . 

*^ Obj how I love that maternal ten-* 
dernefs !*' faid the dear lady. " I feel fw 
you the mortification your other good girl 
would fuffcn We muft prevent it, by mak- 
ing an alteration in our plan. I will in<* 

Vol. I. B ftru6t ^ 
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ftruft both your daughters: one (hall be 
with me in the fchool one week^ and the 
other the following. They (hall take it by 
turns to aflift you end me; and we Will 
make no diflfcrence between them. Will 
this plcafe you, my good friend ?" 
. " I faid, I was only afraid (he would 
think I was encroaching upon her good- 

nefs, 

** She made my mind cafy; and her be- 
nevolent fcheme was put in execution. 

" The fchool continually increafed in 
numbers and credit 5 the fcholars improved 
very quick, and their friends perceived and 
acknowledged it. 

*« I thought my daughters had been well 

taught to read and write before ; but, when 

they came under Mrs. Darnford^s hands, 

they made fuch improvements, that I foon 

found myfelf to be a poor ignorant woman, 

and wiftied alfo to become Mrs. Darnford's 

fcholar. 

" Her 
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** Her goodnefs was fo great, that Che 
condefcended to inftrudi me after the 
fchool hours; and, oh! what delightful 
eTenings have I fpent in her company ! She 
deferved knowledge, becaule (he made « 
wife and good ufeof it: fhe caught ysour 
duty, and fet us an example" of the prac- 
uce of it« 

'^ She read prayers to us every evening f 
feyJng, it was the bleffing of God that we 
muft rely upon to give fucccfs to our en- 
deavours: and diat, putting ourfelvcs under 
his proteftion, we had every thing to hope, 
snd nothing to fear ; while choie who lived 
without God in the world had every thing 
to fear, and nothing to hope, either here or 
hereafter* 

** Her converfations were to me as prafli* 
cal fermonSy the beft and pleafanteft that 
ever I heard. In (hort. Madam, we grew 
wifer, and happier, and better, every day of 
our lives. I (hall never forget the blefling 

B 2 I had 



i£ 
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I had in her fociety, nor ever ceafe to regret 
thcloTs of iC> though it is for the good of 
her health, snd for her worldly advantage/* 
Here Ihc burft into tcar$ ; n^inc accom* 
panied them : they were the tears of virtue^ 
that refreihed the hearty and coniforted it f 
and I ei^oyed the efiefts of theou 

You, my Fanny, would never have told 
nnc thcfc thii^s yourfdf j therefore 1 tcJl 
them to you, as a triumph over your re- 
fcrvc, and modefty. I claim a fharc in th^ 
fricndfhip of this honctt, grateful, worthy 
woman i whom I will love always^ for 
your fake and her own. 

I faid — " I rejoice that my dear friend 
met with a perfon capable of underftanding 
her merit, and fine qualities. Henceforward^ 
you muft allow me, Mrs. Martin^ tt> call 
you my friend, and to take an iatereft in all 
that concerns you and your family/* 

" You are very good, Madam; I humbly 
thank you. I can truly %, that nobody 

can 



J 
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can love and honour Mrs. Darnford more 
than I do, and that all her friends mujft 
ever be dear to mc/' 

•' Enough, Mrs, Martin, I love and ho- 
nour your fincerity as it dderves.. Proceed 
with your ftory, niy heart is deeply en- 
gaged with it/* 

" Some time after this I have been 
fptdkmgjofy Mrs* Darnford laid to me 
— ** 1 have another propofal to make you, 
Mrs. Martin. You have very bad pins, 
needles, and threads>.tn your little town. I 
am thinking that you might fell fome. arti- 
cles in the haberdalhery wav, to a very good 
account. You have a fliop, you need only 
havefome fbelves put into it ; I will be at 
half the expenc'e in fitting h: up, and 1 think 
you will run very little hazard. What 
think you ?*^ 

" God blefs you^ Madam!" faid I: 
** you are always thinking on fomcthing for 

B J my 
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my good; but bow and where can I get 
ihem V 

** I will write, in your name, to an cmi- 
nent haberdalher in London. I will defirc 
h im to fend the beft gooQ« of every kind. I 
will write your letters, and (hew you how to 
keep your book. One day-book will be 
fufficicnt for you, for you muft fell for 
ready money only. You muft be "^vf 
pynftuai in your remittances of payment^ 
which will induce your dealer to fcrve you 
well for his own fake. I fhall be a cuftomer 
to you, fo will my fcholars ; and if your 
goods are of the beft kinds, there is little 
doubt, that many people will come to the 
ihop of a perfon fo well known and refpeft- 
cd as you are in this place.** 

" No fooner faid than done •, the goods 
were ordered, the (hop was fitted up, and 
in kfs than a month I became a habcr- 
dafher of fmall wares. I fell pins, needles, 
tapes, thread, filk, worftcd for working, 

and 
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V 

and mod: other articles in this branch of 
bufinefs. 

"My demand exceeded my expefkationat 
it increafed, and ftill increafcs every year f 
and the profits are now become very con- 
fiderable. 

% 

9 

" Finding that all things fucceeded to 
her wifhesj Mrs. Darnford extended her 
views for me ftill farther. 

) 

*• There is yet room in the ihop/* faid 
flic, ^' for a few more articles, I will writef 
to a ftationer to fend you pens, ink, and pa- 
per, wax and wafers, and fchool- books for 
the children. We will make it be known, 
that you have a good correfpondence, and 
you (hall fell books by commliTion; that 
is, fuch books as may be ordered, but not 
otherwife. We will fill, the good (hop as 
full as it will hold, and every liitle will 
contribute to make the whole anfwer your 
purpp(es.*' 

•' Whatever you plea(e to order I will 

B4 do/' 
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do/* fiwd I ; ** JroUr will is my law. I mzy 
fay of yoo> as the Scripture does of Jo- 
fcph, thaf wherever be went, be did good 
tor ibofe be lived with; and what/oever be 
undertook^ tbe Lord made it to profper in 
his hands.** 

" She faid 1 was too grateful j but I 
anfwered, that was impofliblc. 

*• So, Madam, we went on, and out 
bleflings and comforts increafcd every year. 

•* In the fecond year, Mrs. Darnford of- 
fered to increafe the price fhe paid for her 
board, but I would not hear of it. I faid> 
it ought rather to be leflened, confidering 
all that {he had done for me and mine. 
She took my refufal kindly, but it was all 
the fame in efFcft as if I had accepted her 
offer, for (he was continually making pre- 
fents to me and my daughters, as if flie was 
under obligations to us. 

"In the third year I took a poor girl 
from the parifli, to do the under-work in 

my 



mj family*. Mi«. DarafdvdiAliiftfd cib paf-^ 
ing fi^r wages; and I vras obligttdM fbbmtty 
for there was no Aopping fief g^fie^oHs^ 
hand. Every thing profpered with b4 ;: my 
property daSy increSfed; alwf. at theyear's 
end> I wa& ama^ at my owd riches.. * - ' 

*' i had mow all the bufineft I wifhcd, 
and the (Hend that I wanted 7 t hd na oc- 
-cafiicin io cohftift anyothers^ fori fiadniy 
oracle at home.** 

** Let us (top hbre, 'my g<5od Mrs. Mar- 
tin v you and your daughter rftuft go and 
drinfctea^ith'me at theAV^iite Flart.*' 

** Oh„ Madam 1 T hope voo will iioV 
■ . ' 

mortify us to mifcK, as' to' refiife to driiik 

your teat htttJ^ ^ 

'I . , ,' ■ 

•* No, ftirtljr,: I cannbr mean to'morcl^j? 

'CT affront ':f dif, I liicc ym txJ6 ^l'.-**^ • 

Darnfbrd'sftidids."'- ' ' ^ "' •''"'■ 

« Wdi, J *il! ■cbi^rbhTffe* vfeft you : I 
WUI (iifiiAl'CJfa^with'^iSnyahd yo*'ftiflt fufl 
^^ B 5 i»ith 
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.t»ith me^ I hzvt ordered a fuppcr with 
that intention: your friend Mrs. Bailey 
muftiinakfi the fourth, and we will talk of 
Ms* Darnfotd/* 

, SJic confented to this* Her eldeft daugh- 
ter made tea for us, a rtiodcft and well be- 
Jbdvcd young woman* Mrs. Martin told 
me, , that the fccond was with Mrs. Darn- 
Iq^^ and . that her youngeft was gone to 
vifit a relatiOQ. 

** Mrs. Darnford's fiftcr gave me a 
vefy'ftrange and hnperfeft account. Pray, 
does (h^ live in a baunfed houfe^ and 
mke care ef a mad woman ? ? 
. Mrs. Martm fmiled. — « Why> leally, 
,Madan^> I cannot tell you how that is,, but 
it is lb repco'ted. I have ^edibme imper- 
tinent xjueftionsj fhe is fUent on the fub<» 

V 

je&y andfo is my daughter Patty. She told 
me I muft not mind the talk 6f foolilh 
people, but jhe never faid pofitively that 
it was not trMe; howeyer^ I will teU you 
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all that I know i^thb> and every tbing die 
relating to her/" 

** No, you (hall not* till you come to it 
fairly -, you fhali not anticipate the reft of 
your (lory : take breath awhile, and drink 
your tea.'* 

After tea, we adjourned to the White 
Hart, and Mrs. Bailey was called in. She 
told niany things of this/rd»f^ Mrs. Darn^ 

ford, fuch things as I never fhould hare 

heard from herfelf. 

i 

Here I Ihall finifh my letter, but I (hall 
begin another to-morrow. While I am 
writing, I fancy that I amconverling with 
my friend, and making up far our long (c- 
paration. By the intereft I take In every 
perfon and thing that bears any relation, or 
has any connexion, with her, (he will judge 
of the (incerity of her old and faithful 
friend, 

Rachel Stkictland. * 

»♦ LIT- 
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LETTER n. 

MRS. STRICTLAND, TO MRS. DARNFORD. 

QUPPOSE mc fitting at a table, with 
^^ Mrs. Bailey on one fide, and Mrs. 
Martin on the other — Mary Martin op- 
pofite — liftening to the praifcs of Mrs. 

Darnford from all of them, and gaining 
little circumftances of her life and charafter 
that delight my veryfoiilj and more pleafed 
with iny company than I could be in the 

« 

firflr* circles. 

I will not offcnd.your ear by reciting all 

the good people faid -, I ihall only remark, 

that Mrs. Bailey was more lively and enter- 

taining, but that Mrs. Martin was more 

ferious and pathetic. All that flie faid came 

evidently from the heart, and made it's way 

diredly to mine. Mrs. Bailey related an 

anecdote that pleafed me highly. 

** The reftor of* our pariCh, Madam, 

is one Dr. Proudly : he is very high and 

ftately i 



iCHOOI. F OR WM^QJ^fc JJT 

ftately J and his lady does not deign to aC- 
fociate with us, the parifliioners. Her 
daxjghters are always drefled in the heights 
of the fafliion, and they vifit ik)tie but thi? 
fquire's family. f-, 

" The curate is a modeft good man, kn4 
kept by hfe l6w circumftances from mixing 
with people of fuperior fortune/ He' had 
feeh and underftood the merits of Mrs, 
Darnford. He mentioned herto the Dodoi^ 

1 f r 

'. . • •• ♦ 

who refidcs here only three months in the 

« 

year, as a perfon deferving eyefy kind of 
notice and encouragement. .,Spnie timp af^ 
ter> the Do^or i^oke tp.b^r ft. .chi^-cl^ 
and a&ed her ca drink tefi-at^ jhe ^pftrfon* 
8gp* She iv<nt> tn4 oa)]4kQ9cd ^he ^fjg;p. 
count they bad bcacd of. h^%i /X]fM:y ]<?-» 
vitedhera iecond time^ tfaed i!ke 'D«3c(^ 
afked her, if what he had \mti was txue) 
that Ihe underflood both French^ and Ita-« 
lian She faid^ it was. 

«* Should 
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** Should you like to teach my 4aug&K 
ter French/* 

*' She thanked him for his good opinion^ 
but hid, her tinie was already* fully em^ 
ployed* 

** Could yon not conie hither of a« 
evening) after your fchool hours ?** 

** That is not in my power> it is the 

only time I have to relax after my labours 

of the day : I could not undertake more^ 

It would hurt my healthy and dilqualify 

me for'my buiincfs.'* 

** Suppofe you take a houfe to yourfclfi 
fend away the vulgar children^ and take 
only thofe of the better kind of people/^ 

•* That would be running a great* ha:- 
zaid; and^ befides^ h would be making a 
diftin6kion that mit»ft needs ofiend thofe. who 
have trufied me with their children, and 
to whom I am under obligations $ it would 
be very ungrateful in me^ and unjufl: to 

them. Excu& me^ Sir, it is one of thofe 

thinga 



6CH00L FOR WIDOWS. 39 

things I cannot do, wcce I to gain ever fo 
great advantages." 

^* Very well, Mrs. Darnfbrd, nobody 
-dcfires you to do it : if you are fatisfied 
with your (icuation, nobody wants to take 
you out of it. I meant to fervc you, but it 
feems you have other friends whom you 
prefer tg me." 

** Sir, I thank you for your intentions ; 
but I am fo circumftanced, that they can- 
not be of any fervice to me at prefent.'' - 

*^ I have done, Mrs. Darnford ; I was 
miftaken in you." 

•* The Do6h>i* affumed an aii* of coIdne& 
and referve, his lady the fanie ; they never 
invited Mrs. Darnfordf any more to their 
houfe. Hi» lady faid many flighting things 
of her, which I ftrove to keep from her 
knowledge, left it fhould vex her, 

" She faid, that Mrs. Darnford was not 

* ■ 

at all the woman fhe was reprefented to be ; 
that fhe declined teaching French becaufe 

ihe 
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ihe was ignorant of it : that fke fuppofecS 
Ihe was £bmc lady's waiting-^womaiij. wht> 
ga^e hetfelf fccond-band airs of educatioi^ 
and breeding : but it was cafjr to fee what 
flie was, for fhc preferred low company to 
that of people in genteel life* 

•* I was hurt for Mrs. Darnford, but I nc- 
▼cr minded Madam*s high airs, and I wilfcedJ 

« 

lor ;in opportunity to let her know it. 

* 

*> One Sunday* as I was conring froruk 
churchy file paffisd by me^ fli^ turned back 
— " Pray, Mrs. Bailey»'Who is this Mrsv. 
Pafnford tfaai:> you msdie fiich a Tufs 
about ; and where does Ihe datw fcom:? '' . 

•* Fioai heaven,.'* faid If '* flie was ftnt 
iiither to ciriliie us and our chiUfenJ.*^ . . . 

^ She has not taught you good-m^afief:9> 
liowcvcr, Mrs. Bailey/" • 

•' She teaches us> that virtuf mafces^all 
the diflfcrcnc^ between one human creature 
and another/' liaid L '* But Ihe dqes noting 

irade 
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vadc the proTuxcc of the clergy, Ihc leaves 
k to them to teach us humility.'* 

*' Impertinent woman !" faid ftie ; " flic 
is fit company for you: birds of a feather 
will flock together," 

« True, Madam/' faid I, « but we art 
tirds without feathers!" — I looked hard at 
her daughters, who were phimed to the ut^ 
-moft height—" wc are as God made us.** 

^* She turned away in anger. I beard her 
lay to her daughters--^** Did you hear the 
iaucy woman ?" I laughed, and flie fretted ; 
fb I went away, fatisfied with having made 
her flirink at my touch/* 

I was pleafed with Mrs. Bailef^ wit and 
fpirits. I laughed with her. After (bmc 
other chit-chat, I begged Mrs. Martin to 
proceed with her (lory. 

*' I told you. Madam, that my fliop an- 
fwered exceeding well j we were all fuccefs- 
ful and happy. The people fent their chil- 
dren from all the villages round about. 

Mrs. 
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Mrs« Darnford began to complain that the 
fatigue was too much for her: Ihe grew 
pale and thin. 

^* Several of the principal farmers^ pa- 
rents of the children, u(ed to fend a horfe, or 
a light cart^ to fetch her on a Sunday to 
ipend the day with diem^ and to take the 
air, which fhe very much wanted. 

^* One day, Ihe met at one of thefc houfcs 

a feafaring gentleman, called Captain Mor- 

« 

, ris> or Maurice, for fo he Ipells his name. 

** He faid he had a child under his care, 
•od he Ihould like to fend her to Mrs. Darrv> 
ford, and that he would call upon her foon. 
" He%ime the next day ; and the more 
he talked with her, the more he liked her^ 
,Shc aiked me, if I ihould objeft to take the 
child as a boarder. I told her, whatever fhe 
approved would pleafe me ; fo they agreed 
on the price foon. 

** A few days after, he brought a young, 
girl abou t fovea yearaold,.calkd Mif^ Brady. 

She 
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She had never had any kind of education^ 
and hardly knew her letters. In a month's 
time, the child was fo improved as furprized 
every body; and Captain Maurice was afto-* 
niflied at it. 

'* He defire^ to have fome convcrfation 
with Mrs. Darnford alone. As I under- 
ftand^ he then told her, that he was fo un- 
fortunate as to have a wife that was out of 
her right mind. That he was very unhappy^ 
and that his houfe was uncomfortable to 
him i and therefore he was determined to 
go abroad again^ but wanted to fiad a perfon 
whom he could truft his lady with during 
his ablcnce. That he had heard an excel- 
lent charaAer of her, and what he had fccn 
had convinced him, that fhe was fuch a per* 
fon as he wanted. That if flie would under- 
take this charge,' he would make it worth 
her while. 

" She dcfircd fome time to confider of 

this 
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this propofal. She confqlced me and Mrf » 
Bailey; who raid> it certainly would be a lefs 
laborious kind of life for her, but ftill it 
^might caufe her a great deal of care and 
trouble. 

*^ I could hardly bear the thoughts of 
lofing her ; but yet, if fhe ihould lofe her 
health, and go into a decline, that would be 
tmwh worfe, and we fhould reproach ouly 
jfelves as being acceffary to it : fo at laft we 
Jefc it wholly to her own determination* 

*^ When Captain Maurice called again, 
ihetold him, ihe nwft fee the houfe and the 

lady before (he refolved. So he carried her 
away, and they ^ere gone a fortnight. 

" When (he returned, flie faw us all over- 
joyed to meet her, and Ihe Ihed tears while 
flie embraced us. She faid it gave her paia 
to declare her refolution; that the bad ac- 
cepted the truft, and Ihould leave uswkhir^ 

' a months 

^ When. 
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** When our emotiDn& w^re Ibmcwhat 
abated, (he faid — " My dear friend, Mrs. 
Martin, I have one n>orc propofal to make 
you : I will from this day make you my full 
partner in the fchool. Your eldcft daughter 
fliall teach the dder fcholars, and you can 
very well teach the younger ones ; I hope 
you will go ort as well as I halve done; If 
fome few people flbould take away their 

children, it would be no misfortune, for wc 
have too many. I (hall tell the parents, that 
I am obliged to go away, for ooe year; and 
that in the mean time you and your daugh- 
ters will carry on the fchool for me. I will 
certainly return at the time, and fee how 
you go on. If I like my fitU9Cion> and- if 
the fchool fuccecds with you^ I will quit it; 
entirely to you : if either or neither fuc-* 
ceeds, we will take other meafures. 

" And now I hare ftill another favour to 
aflcofyou." 

>• Of 
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** Of me. Madam ! What can you afk 
me, that I can refufe ?** 

*^ It is fomething very dear both to you 
|tfid to me— It is your daughter Patty : you 
muft let her go with me. I promife that 
yojA Ihall lee her once a year, and hear from 
her oftcncr. Confider well of it; and if you 
cannot part with her, I will excuie you.** 

** We were all melted into tears ; we 
could not fpeak for fome minutes i at lad 
I ftruggled with myfclf and gained my 
voice. 

** Patty,*** faid I, " do you decide this 
point 5 anfwer for me and for yourfelf. 

•< The dear child rofe, and threw hct 
arms round my neck. *^ I hope," faid 
fhe,, ^* I have always loved my mother as 
I ought, and ever ihall, as duty and afFec-^ 
tion oblige me to^do ; but this dear lady 
has been the parent of my mind, fhc has 
given me a new fet of thoughts, and even 
fenfes : I feel an aflfedion for her that I 
cannot defcribe. If it will not make my 

dear 
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dear mother too unhappy, I will follow 
her to the world's end." 

** She went from me to Mrs. Darnford, 
who embraced her, and again we were 
filent for fome time. At laft Mrs. Darn- 
ford fpoke— 

. " Ic is enough ; we underftand each 
other. I fee your good hearts, and you 
know mine. The fubjeft is too afFcfting 
Co us all; let us quit it for the prefent, we 
will refumc it another time. You are the 
relations of my foul, and whatever good 
Heaven has in (lore for mg, you ihall 
fliare it. I^t us feparate and recoUed 
ourfclves." ^ 

**Mrs. Martin wept while flic related this 
icene, and all the reft of us accompanied 
her. I begged her to proceed with her nar- 
ration, as ibon as {he had recovered herielf. 

" Mrs. Darnford made daily preparations 
for her departure. She fpoke to the pa- 
rents of moil of the children. She wrote a 

letter 
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letter for me to (hew to fuch of them as 
lived at a diftance. In it (he thanked 
them for the encouragement they had 
given her, and the confidence they had put 
in her. She told them, (he had a call of a 
particular kind, to take the charge of a 
poor lady, iwhofc mind was deranged ; 
that ihe had hopes that her company and 
advice might be of fervicc to her, and 
truftcd that (he (hould be in the way of 
her duty. She propofed to ftay one year 
<«rtain ; at the end of which fhe would, if 
alive and ablj, return again, and either take 
again the charge of her fchool, or jjuit it 
entirely. In tlfe mean time, flie begged, as 
a favour to herfelf, that they would con- 
tinue to fend the children to Mrs. Martin 
and her daughter^ whom they would find 
qualified to go on with them, in the fame 
it^thod which ihe had uied with good fuc- 
cefs* She recommended them to God's pro* 
te6l:ion^ and wished them all manner of 

happinefs. 

'' As 
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** As the time dror near when (he was to 
Icwe 11S9 I bad many heavy hours. . She 
faid, ftie wcadd not tell me the week, nor 
the day, nor yet take any particular leave 
jof us, for all Qur fiikes. 

** Mifs Brady and my Patty were as 
lively as birds in the fpring; they were 
not going to lofe Mrs.Daroford, but to be 
her infeparable companions. I often wept 
by myfclf, left my child ihould think I 
repented of giving my confcnt to her 
going, or Mrs. Darnford fhould fcruple to 
take her. 

*' One day, a c^rt ftopped at our door, 
and the driver enquired for Mrs. Darnford. 
She changed . colour, and faid — ^* This 
cart is come for our baggage ; but we are 
XM>t going to leave you to-day, my good 
friend.'* I Ihook like a leaf, but I faid 
not a word. She beckoned Patty, and 
they went out together: they faw their 
b^gS^g^ packed up and fent away. 
Vol. I. C « She 
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** She was very chcarful all the evening, 
and faid every thing to encourage us. to 
look forward ; iaying, ihe^hoped we Ihould 
fpend many happy hours together. When 
Ihe prayed with us, her voice faultered 
fcveral times; bat afterwards (he was as 
chearful as ever I knew her. She bade us 
good*night, and retired to reft. 

** The next morning, when I came 
down to breakfaft, a letter lay upon the 
table: it was her charming hand -writing, 
and direde^ to me. In it Ihe bade me fare- 
well. She faid every thing likely to com- 
fort and fupport me during her abfence. 
She told me, flie and her children rofe 
early, and went to the White Hart; they 
breakfafted with Mrs. Bailey, and went 
from thence in her poft-chaife on their 
journey, and that they Ihould overtake the 
cart in their way. She faid the kindcft 
and moft affefting things to me and my 

children* 



SCHOtIL FOU WIDOWS. 51 

children, and left hrr bleffiags and prayers 
for me and all my family. ' 

** You will gucfs. Madam, what a hoary 
day this was to me : however, the duties 
of ray bufinefs amufcd and comforted my 
^ind; and, by degrees, my heart grew 
lighter, and I fet myfelf to perform, the 
duties of my employment, and to ftiew 
myfelf worthy of the charge fhe had left 
with me. 

" One thing I could not but obferve ; 
fhe never told me the name of the place 
whither fhe was going. I had feveral 
times aiked it, but flie always put it by, 
without giving any direft anfwer. She faid, 
I fhould hear from her within, a month j fo 
then, I thought, we fliould know where to 
direct our anfwers. But no fuch thing 
t;ame; we, were ordered to direft to her, to 

be left, at the pofl-houfe, at N , and 

(i\e wopld fend a feryant to fetch her 
letters from thence." 

C 2 > Here 
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Here Mrs. Martin flopped -, and your 
poor friend looked vexed and difap- 
pointed. 

^* So, then, you do not know where Mrs. 
Darnford lives, and I can neither vifit her 
nor write to her ?** 

" Not quite fo tad as that. Madam. I 
cxped my daughter home in a fortnight ; 
and the carriage that brings her, can carry 
your letter to her.*' 

" What, then, does (he keep a car- 
riage ?" ^ • 

She fmiled — "A kind of one, Madam ; 
but 'not fuch as would fuit you, I be- 
lieve. It is a light cart, with a feat in it : 
it carried things from the market^ and Co 
the market-town. 

** In a fortnight more, it will come to 
fetch my Patty home j and then it will 
bring an anfwet* to your letter, and carry 
another, if you have it ready. You will 

pleafe 



m 

I 
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pleafe to fend your letters to me; I will 
fend thenri one way or another/* 

•* I thank you, Mrs. Martin, and ac- 
cept your ofFer. — ^Pray, did Mrs. Darnford 
return hither at the year's end ?" 

** She did, Madams andflie was fo much 
inoproved in her health, that Ihe gave 
pleafure to all that loved her, which was 
all that knew her value* 

*' I had but three fcholars taken away 
from me j and, thank God ! Mary and i 
have given pretty good fatisfadion, though 
not equal to Mrs. Darnford.* But all that 
we know we learned from her. 

*' She waspleafed to find that the fchool 
anfwered her wifhes: (he faid, (he had hoped 
that, in a year's time, the people would be 
accuftomed to fee mc and my daughter in 
the fchool, and be contented to go on with 
us, and rejoiced to find it fo. 

*' She rcfufed to accept any part of the 

C J profits 
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pr6fits during her abfcnce,- and rcfigned it 
wholly to me. 

*' She did not think it right to nnake my 

• *** 
daughters independent of me : but Ihc ad- 

vifed me, at my own time, to admit my 

eldeft daughter into a fhareof my bufinefs ; 

not more than a third part, becaufc it 

might afford a provifion hereafter for my 

two younger daughters ; alfb, that if either 

of them Ihould marry, they Ihould forfeit 

all pretenfions to the bufinefs, 

" She told me the way to realize my 

profits, and to employ the money J faved 

r 

every year, 

** I added yearly to the fum my nufband 
had put out ; and ftie made me rijch, pro- 
vident, and eafy. 

** My eldeft fon was nearly out of his 
time. He had been uneafy at my ufing 
the fhop where he had hoped to exercife 
the trade of his father. 

** 1 confulted 



^ I confuted Mrs. Dftrnford on tW> fob- 
jeft. She faid, you mlift tell hm rhat youc 
ufing the (hop enables yoo to provide for 
him upon a larger fcak of bufinefs. You, 
muft hire or purchafe a piece of ground for 
a fhop and timber-yard for hiin ; and 
you muft put him into bufinefs.handfome- 
ly, and not think of liyiog bymoaey that 
year. You* muft give him his board and 
lodging the firft year ; and, if that is not 
fufficient, the fecond year alfo. You muft 
affift him till he can ftand firmly upon his 
legs. You muft tell him that, after fo good 
an outfet, he muft depend upon his owa 
induftry, and that you have others to pro- 
vide for as well as himfclf. When he mar- 
ries, he muft take a houfe for himfelf, for 
you muft by no means pare with yours. 

" She gave me the bcft advice in all re- 
fpefts; and to this. day I do nothing with- 
out confulting her, ^nd following her di* 

regions in every thing," 

C4 " And 
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•^ And does fhc ftill contin\ic ih tM» 
tinkrtown ficuation ?'* <. 

** She does. Madam ; but I "know no 
more of it than what 1 have told you/^ 

I thanked Mrs. Martin and Mrs. Bailey 
for their intelligence -, and, as foon as they 
kift nnc, 1 fat down to wriring and preparing 
a pacqtitc for your hand. 

And now, my dear friend, I entreat you 
to give me the farther particulars of your 
health and (Ituatiom Is it, indeed, a com* 

fort able one ? Are you ib engaged to ir> 

♦ 

that you cannot leave it ? Do you prefer 
it to the company of an old and faithfui 
friend? Anfwcr to all thcfe points fin- 
cercly. 

' My Fanny, I am bltfled with two chil- 
dren, and an ample fortune : my boy is 
hopeful and promifing j my girl is the very- 
darling of my foul, and I give up my time 
and abilities to her education. 
' I do not like the manners of the youth 

I have 



J bavpfcenfince royjrctiun tofbcktyv; you 
are qualified to direft and affift me in the 
arduous tafk» Come and (hare my heart 
and fortune^ not as a dependant, biat as m}r 
councilor and inftrudrefs^ and my daugh* 
ter^s governefs and friend. You mtift ci* 
ther accept nay offer> qr girc me rcafons 
why you rejeft it» 

I ftay one day more at W , ta 

converfe with your worthy friend here* ] 
fend my letter by Mrs. Martin's method of 
conveyance, and expeft an anfwer as Iboa 
as poffible» 

Though entirely my own miftrefs, I 
am not without fears of my conduct ; an4» 
though I may chufe my own fociety, I 
am like the poor Iriikman, alone in a 
Aropg. 

I want a friend^ who will neither, flat- 
ter nor defpifc me ; w1k> will chcrifli my 
virtues, and affiit me to correft my faults. 
I know but one pcrfon who can fupply alt 

C 5 thefe 
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thcfc rcquifitcs ; if fhc will deign to under- 
take this generous ofEcCj it is I that fhall 
be the obliged perfon^ and not her. 

Weigh thefe things in your own mind, 
and accept the efFufions of a hcdrt^ that 
means more than it can weU exprefs ; that 
feels every fentiment of afFeftion, cfteem, 

« 

and confidence, towards you : it is that of 
your o^d and fincere friend and fervant, 

Rachel Strictland* 



LBTTBR 
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MRS. DARNFORD, TO. MRS. STRICTtAND. 

NO T fhowers of rain to the thirfty 
earth, when parched with long 
droughts, were ever more welcome than 
my dear Rachel's letters to me! ^ 

AdverGty is the teft of friendihip, the 
trier and purifier of the human heart: 
not half it's virtues could be known or 
proved without it. Yet we ftill fhrink at 
the thoughts of fuffcring; we fhudder at 
the approach of poverty, we fuppofe it the 
greateft of all evils. , 

To thofe who have been brought up in 
the bofom of indolence and affluence,. 
\t appears (b; but I can fay of it, as 
Dryden does*of death — ** To innocence 
** *tis but a bugbear CiVt?Lcd, to frighten 

" children; pull but ojfF the mafk, and it 

\. 

^' will appear a friend." What advan- 

C 6 taf'Ti 
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tagcs have I not received from my trials f 
They have taught me to kiiow the world 
aiid myfelf ; to feparatc the grain from 
the cTiafF of my acquaintance ^ to gaia 
real and fincere friends^ to pity and fof^ 
give my enemies* 

How dear and precions is a friend, 
whofc afitftion and fidelity are proved be- 
yond the poQibility of doubtiag! How 
ineftimable are your cares and attentions, 
your indefatigable enquiries after me I 
What pains have you taken to get infor- 
jonation <if every circumftance relative ta 
4nf and my fituation ! How fincerely have 
you been interefted for me ! I caji never 
fufEciently acknowledge your generous* 
and fteady friendfhipi but I lhall wear the 
remembrance in my heart once and al^ 

ways» 

You have a right to be informed of 
jevery circumftance of my life and fbrtune^^i 



SCHOOL FOR WIDOWS. €t 

of my paft trials and my prefent fituastiofti; 
and you (hall have them truty;. 

Yoii have had a very partial fccotBnt 
of me, during my refidcnce at W— **« j 
but, as it includes many proofs of grati* 
tude and afie€tion from my friends thertj, 
it is very dear and valuable to me, 

I am pleaied that I know all that yon 
have heard, that I may conned it with 
the foregoing and fucceeding parts of my 
ftory. But you judge rightly, that you 
would never have heard from me all that 
my humble and grateful friends have toM 
you. I will tell you what remains of my 

hiftory; and I expc<5t> in return, that you 
ihould relate a^ll that has happened to you 
finc^our feparation* 

My prefent fituation is not uncomfort- 
able. I have been enabled to give hope 
and comfort to an unfortunate lady, who 
wanted a friend, and who dcfervcd to 
£nd one. 

Whca 
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When you have heard all the circum- 
ftances, you will judge whether I can, and 
whether I ought to leave her. 

Heaven iias alfo given me two children ; 
which, though not mine by nature, are fo 
by adoption. All thefe are inexpreflibly 
dear to me ; and all of them depend upoa 
my affection, cares, and proteftion. 

My eldeft filler was married to a woollen- 
draper and ftufF-mercer in London, with 
my father's full confent and approbation* 
He carried me with him to the celebration 
mi tbc nuptials, and to (hew me the capital 
of the three kingdoms. The fcene was 
pew and entertaining; I enjoyed it as fuch. 
1 was noticed as a new face, not yet cheap 
in the eyes of men. I was followed, ad- 
mired, and folicited \ but I was more 
frightened than gratified by the attentions 
that were paid me. My father was atten- 
tive to the notices I received : he was very 
flefirous to fee me fettled for life before he 

died.^ 
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died. He was then in a decline^ and I 
knew it; though he carefully concealed it 
from his children, left he fhould affiidt 
them prematurely. 

George Darnford, Efq.. was t?ic firft 
man that made me a fcrious offer. He 
was young, handfom^, gay, and pleafing« 
There was an air of cafe and affluence 
about him, that pleafes the many more 
than real merit. The firft quality ftrikes 
the eye, and few people take the trouble 
to look farther. 

At the age of twenty-three he fucceeded 
to an cftatc of twelve hundred pounds a 
year, by the death of an uncle. He had 
been bred to the law; but he difdained bu- 
finefs of every kind, and fet out in a way 
that (hewed he was likely to leffcn his 
fortune. 

My fatdcr was tranfported with joy at the 
pro(pe61: of fo handfome an eftabliihment 

for 
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for me : hp urged me warmly to accept ir^ 
and {le baClencd the conclulion of it» 

I did not diflike the man, but I wilbcd 
to know more of him befcMrc I ihould make 
him the maftcr of my fate, , My fcruple& 
were over-ruled, and my marriage was pre* 
cipitated, 

I was pleafed wkh my hufband, and he 
was extrvagantly fond of me. My fiftcrs 
ienvied me my prize ; but, had they known 
the man, they wouid rather have thought 
me an objeft of pity than envy. 
' Oiir firft winter was fpent in a\\ the plea- 
fores aad dilljpations of the capital. My 
hufband was gay, carelefs, and eafy. I 
was frightened at the expc^e&of our efta- 
bljQiment, and foon forefaw the approach- 
ing confcquences. I ftudied Mr» Darn- 
ford*s temper and propenfities. I found 
that pride and indolence were his leading 
qualities : the firft led him into what i^ 

caUed 
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called the beji cmfatffy and made him lirri' 
tate then* manners and follies^ the fecond 
hindered him from Idoking into his own 
affkirs, and making fuch refbrms and re^ 
trenchments as might hzvt: retrieved them. 
. He hated troirhrie of everjr kind ; and all 
the time he could fpare from the hft'com^ 
^^/(y was fpent In eatings drinking, and 
lleeping j in ftudying luxuries fer the fol- 
lowing day, and direfting his cook how 
to drcfs them ; for he was daintjr in bts 
palate, and could not eat pl^n-drefled 
food, » ' 

A proof of his pride he gave mc foon 
after our marriage : he defired me not to 
vifit my fitter or her hufband often, but by 
degrees to break with them; and not take 
it ill, if he refufcd to go with mc into the 
city, for he had no relilh for any hour* 
geois acquaintance J and befides, if itwem 
known that he vifitcd tradefmcn, he might 

be excluded the higher circles. 

My 
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My . brother-ini-law foon perceived his 
09Pliiefs> and hismqtive^: it drew upon me 
the.r^fcntment of all hi? family, vvUhouc 
any fault of mine, but a reluiSlasy^ connfpli- 
ance with his coasmands. 

He ftaid out very late moft nights. 
Atfirfl: I fat up for him; but be defired I 
would go to 4?ed at my ufual time, 

The evenings I fpent alone, were de- 
voted to reading and writing. I had ^ 
mafter ♦three, times a week, to improve mc 
i|i Freodi and Italian. I went into public 
pURreiy ill compliance with my hufband's 
wiflies,'aad never but when be was of the 
party. I kept up a general acquaintance 
with fuch families as he recommended, but 
I made no friendQiip : my mind refufed to 
open itfelf to them j and I found nothing 
to invite me to efteem or confidence. 

When Mr. Darnford came home from 
his nodurnal orgies, he crept to bed very 
foftlyj and wifhcd not to awaken me, 

but 
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but rather that I fhould be ignorant \?hat 
hours he kept. Sometimes^ if he found 
me awake>*he would apok^gize, ftying-^ 
•* My Fanny, I aflc your pardon •, but I 
have been in the hfi company y^nA could 
not break away before they feparated." 
At length -J began to reply in my 

i 

own way-— I wifhed he might not pay tM 
dear for keeping the heft company. I en- 
quired how they fpent their time j I dc* 
claimed on the mifchiefs of gaming. 

He was difpleafed ac my remarks \ he 
would not be fo catechized 5 he was judge 
c^ his own conduft, and would endure no 
fuch monitor. 

I rejoiced at the approach of fprlng« 
I diked when he meant to leave London. 

*' Not till after, the king's birth-day, 
certainly P* was the anfwer ; " it would be 
abfurd to think of it." 

We had fometimes parties at home, 
but not very often i I was always glad 

when 
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when tbcy were over* I faw we vfcro 
ruining ourfclve^) and caft about how, to 
prevent it, but in vain. 

At lengthy the birth*day w^s paft*. I 
made preparations for leaving London* 
He faw that I waa intipaueot to be gone* 

H^ eatno int^ one day^ and looked 
confofed and uncafy* 

*^ Madam, I am come to tell you^ wc 
(hall leave London to-morrow; ibr I ca» 
fiay here no Ipnger,^ 

** I am glad of it. Sir J 

" So am not I ; but it muft be fo/* 
. " Then I hope you will make it eafy ta 
yourfelf.; and I will do all in my power to 
trnke the country agreeable to you/' 

** Do you love the country, Fanny V* 

** Yes, I do, efpecially when you are 
there." 

" Thank you, my dear; but my conv 
pany has not made you love London." 

^* I do not love it*s vanities and diflipa-t 

tions» 



i9 
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tions, it's trmptations, it's extravagant es^* 
|>ences. Ic is not the p^l&te for^eople to 
grow wife or good in." 

He fnrilcd ^ — ^* Do you Aiftk the 
country will make me grow wife and 
good?" 

^* 1 hope fo; and I pray that it may/' 

He Ihook his head — '^ Well, fay no 
more of that. I am afraid you are too 
good and too wife for me." 

** Few hufbands pay fiich compliments 
to their wives; but I will try to defervc 
them by my conduft." 

** Oh, Fanny, you are fly : you do not 
diink I meant you a compliment. You 
are a good girl, but you are too ferious. 
Don't preach to me, for it does me no 
good. Pack up your matters, and pre- 
pare for your journey." 

So faying, he left me ^ and I lofl no 
time in obeying his laft command. 

The next day, we left London; and 

I pleafed 
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I pleafcd myfelf with thinking that he 
^ould be all that I wilhed, when taken 
^way fr<Hn the h^ company, and obliged to 
^ociate with naen of reafon and principle. 

Vain hope! vain expcdlation! The 
idle and diffipatcd always find companions 
wherever they go. It is not places, but 
perfons, that niake the manners of focietv. 
Thofe who complain of the fociety and 
fituation where Heaven has placed them, 
are generally the people to be mod com- 
plained of, who firfl: ad improperly, and 
then complain of the fociety they fall 
among, and the places where they refide. 

The firft month we fpent in the coun- 
try, I was pleafed and entertained widi a 
round of ufeful employments. 

Our feat was pleafantly fituated, on a 
rifing ground, near a navigable river. On 
the oppofice fide^ were leen woods and 
lawns, with gentlemen's feats interfperfed. 
It was a charming profpeft, that cheared 

the 
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che heart, and ddighted the eye* The 
houfe WHS a .good one, not new, but airy 
and lightfome ; it was -weM &snilhed,:n^ar, 
and cdnTenient : nothing was wanting, but 
that the matter aiight be capable of enjoy-* 
ing hi$ own bleflings. 
i He funk into fupine indolence ; he 
lounged about from one rooni to another, 
ate and flept, and thought the days too 
long for him. 

I endeavoured to infpire him with *a 
love of country amufements. I walked with 
him, rode with him, fifhed with him.-^ 
He tafted no pleafure in any thing. I read 
to him, and converfed with Jiim — he went 
to fleep. He alked my pardon : but read- 
ing and talking always had that effed upon 
him ; except in a large circle of company, 
where the converfation was joyous, and 
entertaining enough to keep him awake. 
I told him, that no man could be 

happy without fome purfuit or employ- 
ment. 
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mtnu-'^Jic Ui^t H W^ ^^^ i tSptJbt coun- 
try was cufMly dull» but in Ldondon iie 

mvfir iwaiitod^ni^bQyaieat. , 
: I aftctl hitn what.QMplojiaientr|ie fel^ 
lowed there ?-*^Hg could.not ipedfy any^ 
but faid there was a con&antfucceflion all 
the day ^and ni^t. 

I could have ipeci€ed : the fatal one 
that was his ruin — rgambliog : but I for- 
bore it, and ftrovc to lead him gently int« 
the path of reafon and of virtue, 

I pointed out the (tudy of ^riculture. 
—He dcfpifed it, as fit only for ^ vulgar 
people. 

" Gardening !*'— « The fame." 

I told him, that the greatcft and wiieft 
.of men, of. all ages and countries, bad 
not thought it beneath- them to putfue 
thefe and the like ftudksi — 'He left it to 
them, and liad no ^wifli to- rob them of 
fuch honours. 

«' What 
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I 

^^ What are die honcmrft to vhidi you 

** A large fordsmi tteit would aHow me 
CO enjoy all the pleafcrres Kie affords. I 
bate to be ftinted in any thmg/* 

** I will tell you the way to be rich*** 
*' Pray do, and I will thank you.*' 
** By regularity and oeconomy.^* 
" Paltry bourgeois qualities ! I hate and 
defpife them." 

•' They ar« as neceflary for gentlemen 
as for cititens/' 

" I learc them to citizens a;id ftewards." 
** Let nme be your fteward ?" 
*' Yes, that you may check my ex- 
pences— no, thank you/' 

** But/fuppole you were running out 
your fortune, would you not th)uik a friend 
that would retrieve it V* •: 

^^ No ; I Ihould think fuch a friend very 
hnpertinent^ I would not retrench till I 
thought %/' t 

Vol. I. D '« Then 
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; .^^ Thtri k.migbtbc too late." 

^' Then I will live while Imay j and 1 
wJU bcarng niore preaching at this time : 
the fermon is too long." 

He run • out of the room s and I faw. 
him no more till the evening. 

The gentry of the neighbourhood came 
to vifit us. Mr. Darnford received them 
with coldnefs and indifference. I tried to 
make amends by my courtefy and at- 
tention. ' > 

The clergyman of the parifh was, what 
all mixiifters ought to be,- an humble, 
mcdeft, courteous man; his wife, a very 
friendly, good woman: he treated them 
contemptuouHy. Had they been like Dr. 
Proudly and his lady, he would have liked 

them better. 

It was with fomc difficulty I prevailed 
on Mr. Darnford to return, with me, the 
vifits we received. He faid, be Ihould not 
be much here, and he cared riot whether 
they liked hitn or not. His behaviour 

leflened 
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leffcned him gfeaily with them, and with 
me alfo : but he was my hufband, and I 
rdblved to do eveff thing in my power to 
fervc and five him, I exerted all my abi- 
Ikies to plekfe him^< and.to obtain his 
efteem and confidence, in hopes he would 
fuffer me to aflift him irt regulating his 
affairs, ^d c}ifi;fearging his debts, j but he 
fpurned the idea of it. 

In this manner we fpcnt the firft months 
at our country- feat. One day, he came in 
with a newfpaper in his hand — the onJy 
kind of reading he Iqved or deCred— 

" My dear, I have fomething to pro- 
pofe, that I hope will be agreeable to you* 
Ijpfwich races are next, week : will you go 
there with m^ r* 

'\I thank you, Sir, for your kind in- 
vitation ; but, will it not be attended with 
too much expence ?" 

" Leave that to me, Madam/' 

*' You arc not ofFendeC^, I hope, that I 

« 

Da wiOi 
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wUk w fpare you ia evcrj thing that con-* 

ccrns myfcir/* 

*' Yc?> Madam; you arc rfways check- 
ing me^ and ibewing yout icma pradencc 
at.mjr cxpciKC* No matter ! do as you 
plcafe.i but I Hull go, lit^hethar you ap- 
prorc it or not." 

He left nae in difpleafiirc, and faid no 
more upon the fubjed* 

The next day, I received a letter from 
h\y younger fiftcr, informing me, that my 
ftther was very ill, and defircd to fee me 
as foon as I could conveniendy go to him. 

When Mr. Darnford came in, I was in 
tears. He came to me kindly, and aflced 
what was the caufe of my grief, fceming as 
if he thought it was himfelf. I Ihewed 
him the letter ; he read it, and aflced me 
what I meant to do. I told him, I wifhed 
he would carry me to my father's, and 
leave me there, while he went to Ipfwich 

races^ 
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raeesy and call for me at liift teitiro from 

thence. 

He faid-«-<< Had you j»thfe# fpelld the 
time with yow father ?'* I aaftrcred, tJac 
I (hould ( I thought hitn in a dangeroos 
way, and ifaould never forgive myfclf, if | 
neglcded my duty to him, and went in 
purfait of pleafure> faifely fa called, i$ my 
cftipiation. When 1 had paid this duty, I 
would attend him upon the 6rft notice. 

He faid — ^* I will do as you defiiv. I 
have fpoken too fharply to you ; and I aflc 
y pur pardon-*' 

Thi« good-natured apology comfoi^tcfd 
me^ I thanked him for it ; and we were 
again on good terms. 

As foon as I was ready^ he carried me 
to my father's. He (laid there one night 
only, and then went on to Ipfwich races. 

My father told me plainly, that he was 
going very faft, and that he wiflied to take* 
a laft leave of me. He bade me look 

D 3 upon 
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upQa hi%. death a$ natural ^atid unavoidable*. 
He wtlbed me fometimes to reijicmbcr 
him, but not to lament him* He hoped 
my hufband would be my comforter and 
protedor. He. had heard^ with coDcern, 
that he was too expenfive, and that he was 
addided to gambling : but he hoped my 
prudence would be a check to him^ and 
that he would Itop in time, for my fake 

andh>§own. 
My father faid, Mr.Darnford bad^aaSled 

fo handfomely in:making me a fettlement 

of 'three hundred a year, tifat he could not 
; tie up the refiduc he had tp leave mc : but 
. tl)4t. he would ve(\turc tp;g;ve him, a wo^d 

of advice when he fliould take leave pf 

• bim. 

He told me^ that his fir ft clerk and alTJ^- 
aht, Mr. Jpnes, had offered himfelf to my 
filter Jane, in the hope of fucceedipg to 
his bufinefsj which would make him as 
good, a match as her fortune required, 

and 



and hcT peribn could* vxpeft j and dtac hi 
had given* his confent to the' marriage. 
That he cxpcd^d my eldcft fiftcr and her. 
huftand to vifit him, . after I fhould have 
left him. He was fbrry to find that they 
avoided meeting Mr. Darnford and me, 
and that there was a coldnefs between us. 

I faid, that Mr. Darnford. had aflfumed 
a kin(f of fuperiority that had' offended 
them ; that I was ferry for it, but could 
not help it. 

My father gave me two bank-notes, one 
for fifty, ' the other an hundred pounds. 
He charged me to keep them fafeiy from 
my hufband's knowledge J faying, I might 
.want them for my owa cxpences. 

He took pleafure in converfin^ with 
me alone. He had a partiality for me, he 
confefled, becaufe I moft refembled my 
mother J but he had kept an equal hapd, 
and given us an equal fhare of his fortune. 

D4 He 
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Bfifjfttt nm aHbmy tkstrfBmber't psAorc* 
Thisj and his other privace beoefa&iot^ 
were €he only marks of l»s acknowledged 
partiaHty: they werercry deartofne» and 
received With many tears of gratitude and 
ttridernefs. 

My fillers never loved me, though I 

never knew the reafon. Perhaps they 

. . . ^ - ♦. 

perceived my father's partiality. However 
it was> I was grieved that they were the 
only perfons who treated me unkindly. 
My marriage increafed their malevolence. 
My eldcft fifter had ibmething like a rear 
fbn : the younger had none. She was jea- 
lous and uneafy at my private interview 
with my father : I tried to conciliate her 
afFedions, but in vain. 

Mr. Darnford returned at the weck*s 

* 

end, to carry me home. He (hewed con- 
cern for my father's fituation. He told 
him it was a common one, and what all 

the 



the raco of mn «r)Sfe: iK>ih ti» i It^^i^k 
leflbn of mortaKcf.; 

J He did—" Sir> this is fsn^W^Iy :t}ic: laft 
time I ihaU fee ymi ; . allow me the privi- 
lege of a father to fpeak a word of .advice 
to you. I am told that you are very ex- 
penfive and dilSpated ^ and^ worfi: of aU» 
that yoit are a frequenter of garni ng-tables. 
This is, of all' others^ the readieft way to 
diflipate a fortune^ without either pleafure 
or credit. Jf you find your own fortune 
infufficient for you> how will you bear the 
fling of poverty, and the reproach of hav- 
ing deferved it ? How wiU yew fuftain the 
contempt of the world, and particularly^ 
of thofe men who ;have led you into this 
vice, and who will be with the firft to blame 
and ihun you ? But, aboVe all other evils^ 
how will you bear die r((ptx>ach' df youi 
own heart ? 

•* Confidtr thcfc things; dear Sir, WKlft 
h is in yolir power t6 aihend thcrti; beju^ 

D 5 to 
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to yourfclf^ anil the world will refpefit 
you. 

^ -^^ I muft affwfe • you, that I did not 
hear thcfe tidings from your wife, but frofti 
fon^e perfons who were eyc-witneffes of 
yourcondudl in London, and who have 
. foretold;what I hope will not come to pafs, 
" You will correal yourfclf j you will 
retrench all fupeffluxj^s cxpences;; yoti 
win fljun gambling, as ,tb.e^ ^ulph of de^ 
ftniftioh. As a proof of the good opinioo 
I have pf yoij». Ileave the refidue pf my 

daughter's fortune in your hands. Conli- 

. * '» * « ' * ' . . ' • 

defi It fs a facred truft, and beware ^ow 
yBu *^bufe' it. I leave my dearelt child in 
^i^otix protc&mnj be good* to her, and 
be good' to'^ypurfelfi' that is alfl afk' of 
you.'* ' - 

The tear ftood >c][uivenng!in Darnford^s 
eye. L hailed the omeoy and felt i hope re- 
lieving my oppreffed heart. 

My father held out his hand to my huC- 
bartd, }ie gave him his own. I kneeled 
i . down. 
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dowHi took Darnford's haod, and with 
my eyes implored a blelfing. 

He gave it moft cordially ; and it was 
properly received by us. both... 

My father was. fatigued with this exer-- 
tion. He bade us retire. ■ He did not wtih 
us to ftay and watch the expiring embers 
of life : he even named the morrow, as the 
day of our departure. , . 

I took, a folemn farewell and went away 
with my huiband. He faw my griefi and 
endeavoured to comfort me. 

I told him, it was only in his power to 
comfort me, by obeying my father's in- 
junftions. 

He was' affeflcd. He heard fne -vvith 
temper. He faiJ, he woiilcl cfy to do better 
in future, tTian he had done hitherto : that 
my father was certainly right ; and he 

would profit J^ 'his ^dmoniiions. - I 

» 

This hope gave rtvs comfort, and abafe<l 
my gri«f foJr hiy worthy father. . ^ 

D 6 My 
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c 'Mjr/fiijthi^s fitu8idoit«ad tDJun&ionthacI 
made a faint impreflion upon the light 
olmd of George Daf nford. He behaved 
better; and eren would liften to my adtice^ 
and pitimi&d to fcdiow it. 

Mjr father ditd within a fortnight after 
our return home. He left a brother lawyer 
his crecutor: which 1 was glad to hear; 
for f feared chat all our affairs would have 
fallen into the hands of Mr. Jbnes^ of 
whom I had no godd opinion. But my fa- 
ther's probity and good ienfe direded him 
to the beil method^of ^oing juftice to ail 

his children. 

Upon a fair divifion of his propercy» 
my proportion of the refidue anu>unted to 
eleven hundred pounds* Darnford aiked 
ri^e> hty^ I wifhed to difpofe of it* 

I told bim> I wifhed it employed in the 
way that was th^ moft to' his advantage— in 
paying his debts s which I dared not en- 
quire 



difchai^ thfiin. ^ ' t 

HeikiQktd fuJIeaflid to»Q»if]r>^::biM 

no znfyfcr^ ; ^ ; 

Soon afcer^ the ammw wtn».^pihx to 

knam bow aQd:wher« Mr..I)ari^ 

Kceiif the moqey^ > -0 

He or()ered> that ;a ttioufiuyji fiCHinclir 
ihwii: be pUced in the hftO^i of ;a% ipf^ 
nent banker iii.London*. iad the wmiWQtr 
der fait 10 lusihottfeheit^ « . . > 

He paid me the complknttM ^ ibewii^ 
me die letter and ht» anfi^et^^b^ltfiaediiot 
for my: advice or s^probaiion, WiMi 
I begpia to enquire^ he alway^^ topped 

, I once faid— ** It is pity the money 
fhould lie in a^^banker^s hands^ when ii 
might be en^ployed to advantage»^ 
« I ihall difpofe of it>" faid he, '^ when 

■ » » • 

Jigptotown/* 

" Have 
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• *^ Jiave you any thoughts of* going 
thither, Mr. Darnford ?" . '. 
/ «' I (ball go thither when I think pro- 
per !" was his anfwer. 

I ics^d to fey more, . J /. >: i * 
-' There was an houfe in c^r ndghbour*^ 
hood to be fold by audtion. Lord A 



mmm* 



bought It for an huming-feat,' and "fur- 
mihed 4tm-the cottage flyl^. He knew 
Darnfdlk};^ dnd^4iivited: hiai to dine with 
him. They conunericed ah intinniacy : a 
df^Vetit h proved^ • v. ; .... >. 
: Lord A ?".' > called upon. h\m' fevefal 

4 

cinJes. He was introduced ;to me, .. and 
defired'my, a<J<|Maiiita|ic6. :jy[Q.!?egge4in« 
to fupcrintend the furniftiing of his cot-^ 
tage> and tp order what was wanting. 

ipije jtranfient imprel^n of morta|ity 
was now worn out. He embraced I^ord 
A— • — :'^ friendfhip with eagernefs : .he was 
more with him than at homf.. His notice 
gratified his pride, and ftirred his indo- 

Icnce t 
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Jcncc : it made him ashappy/as:bc dcfired 
to be. ' . —' • 

My lord' fworc we v^ere a ct arming 
pair,, and capable of making the* coiintrj 
agreeable at any time. of> riie ypar;.' Jid 
^aid about ^re weeks at^ his cdCtag^jr'flnd 
then went to anaother fm.^ Ht ^ei3r«d 
that we wovUd iiie the cottage as our own] 
when he was not there. He' hoped nve 
fbould b6 very imimate in toivn,- in thS 
winters ^ . . *- . . ^ ) 

' r told him, it was my willr to ftajr wherA 
I was, and not go tb town ar ali. 
• « The devil -it is !** laid -Darnfordi 
'^ then, you will ftayhere by ytfurfelCmy 
dear. I would not live here in the winter,* 
to be lord of the whole country/* 

" You will fettle that point in the mean 
time," faid my lord; '*' anti I Will hope to 
fee you at my houfe, very oftcn.^ 

He took ar'politc leave, and left us.' * ^ 

After my lord was gone, Darhford 
. . lounged 



lounged ravny his time» as ulbal, in3C€eai 
tivc to all the beauties of nature that fufw 
founded hUn t- the fields^ crowned with the , 
goldi^AiwTeft 1 the trees^rich with fnik ; 
and eyeiy flower and herb diat fips tht 
deWfM bJoflbm ; the induCbiout IiAiourer^ 
|ipgj|i% mnidft hU toils ; : the g^tofol in*i» 
cenie which all nature daily offers to her 
Creator. I tried, to opeti bis ey«& to thi^ft 
beauties, ^ bis heart to a knk ^ grati-* 
tude to Hearenj for the bleffings witb 

which he was furrounded. In vain were 

* ' ' ' . 

all my efforts. The harlots^ Fafhion apd 
FoUy^ had got entire poffeffion of his 

heart, aod lulled all his nobler faculties 

*, * * • » • 

into a profound fleep^ from which he would 
not be awakened. ,. 

Damford now got acquainted with fomt 
of the n^gbbouring gentcy : he got among 
Ibme jolly fdlows^ who loved the bottle* 
He dranip with them ^ and> when they were 
elerated with liquor, they difcoyered, that 

Darnford 



ia eoo. Thejr gi^ew fcmd ^ hitii^ tud be 
amirfed hfkiftlf wiehtfiem^ becttife he WM 
210c Within rta^k of bis ^ ifof»p^y M 
he called ii. 

Lord A' ■■' returned ift September^ 
Darnford icft his jolly fellowt, and flew to 
him. They went oil t togeriier, ttid ptJf- 
fucd the fports of the field. They com- 
monly dined together^ at a late hour. I 
was always invited to tnake one at the 
table; but I had been brought up with 
vulgar ideas^ and chofe to eat at vjulgar 
hoursa 

My hufband often complained of my 
Vulgar propcnfities ; but he hoped another 

winter in London would do them alT 

« 

away. 

I dreaded what another winter in Lon- 
don would do for him^ and felt it^ by an- 
ticipation ; he longed as much for the 

tinie. 

Lord 
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Lord A ■ » carried Darnford with him 

to the O&obcr meeting at Newmarket, 
where they ftaid a fortnight. 

There was a farmer's daughter in the 
village, whom I diftinguilhed frpOJ tha reft 
of the young people. She was fcnfible 
and modeft, and -had a defire to improve 
hcrfclf in reading and writing. SJic loved 
my company; and J became her pre- 
ceptrefs. When my hufband was. with 

* • * 

Lord A y Ihe was my conftant com- 

panion J and my vulgar, tafte^ preferred her 
* cohverfation to that of moft of thofe I had 
met in the iefi company. 

When Darnford was at home, I lent her 
word not to come to the Hall. 1 had 
found him too familiar with one of my 
maidens j and I feared to truft my good 
Betfty in his company ; for (he was " fair, 
and comely to look on." 

When the gentlemen returned from 
Newmarket, Bctfcy was with me. They 

examined 
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^examined her attentiy^ly -^with tlieir eyes, 
and afkcd, where I had found that pretty 
maiden. • 

I faid — ^^ Where all- '^ood^ girls Ihould 

« • 

be found — at her father's houfe." 

They told me, they would dine with 

me. I went out to give orders, and made 

a fign to Betfey to' follow nle. I gave 

'her a caution agamfl mindiilg gendemen*s 

idle talk, and Tent her home immediately". 

When I returned, they bade me wilh 
them joy J for they had been very foN 
tun ate. I fhqok my head, and faid n6- 
thing. 

*^ 'Look here, Fanny V^ laid Darnford, 
and took feveral rouleau's out of his pockeV. 

He threw one into my lap — ^' There is^ 

fomething/ to perfuade you to prepare for 

. . . . . f 

a journey to London, and to buy new 
cloaths there !'* 

" I do not want any^ Mr. Darnford : my 
cloaths are as good as hew."' 

' " Oh, 
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* Ob^ but xhty hatre been fern, and 
will be known again : befidesy they will be 
^dffaikioned I and you will look like a 
frighCy -till they ase newnnodelled to the 
£afhion/' 

** If you do not think me frightful^ I 
ihall not care what others think of me/' 

*^ You are a good girl 5 but you make 
every thing a ferious matter. — My lcrd> 
fhc has but one fault : flie is top good." 

" For you, perhaps, Darnford. If I 
were jto marry, I ihould wifh for juft fuch 
a wife." 

I bowed to my lord. Darnford was 
pleafed with the compliment y and thcf 
rallied each other. 

They dined with me, and invited me to 
fup with them, at the cottage. I begged 
to be excufed, as their hours did not^iuit 
me. 

Mn Darnlbrd (pent part of every daf 

with Lord A , and often the whole^ 

from the hour of breakfaft. 

I was 
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1 was fond of country atnofrmcfi^. My 
dairy^ my povrltxy^yard^ my orehttd, every 
^eeo plant) gave me pleaftire. We trtigftt 
have lived well, out of the prcklucc of oui* 
fami; and there might have been nidney 
enough to Iquander away, ibr any man of 
a moderately cxpenfive turn : btit gaming 
is a gulph that fwallows every thing. 



-The world >8 but a world ; 



Were it all yours, to give it in a breath. 

How quickly were it gone I 

SHAKISPIiMig. 

/ Lord A left his cottage in the be- 

ginning of November; and, from that 
time, I was employed in warding ofF our^ 
fatal journey : I even uied artifice to de« 
lay it. 

I told Darnford, that it was vulgar to' 
go befwe Chfiftmas; for no people or 
falhion would be in town. He agreed to 
that; bat, ftill, it ^as pleafanter than the 
cotmtry. 
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I kept it off dll the firft w<?ek: in Feb- 
ruary, well koawiog chat, I was faving (o 
much mone]^ as would ,be idly fpent^ or 
thrown away at the gaaii^g-table$. 

Lord A wrote to Darnford^ and 

offered him .his fervices in town: he o£^ 
fered him an.apartmcnt in his own houfe.^ 
This made him fix a day for our journey. 

I begged him to be content with lodg- 
ings, and avoid all fuperfluous expences. 
He would not hear, nor mrnd me. We 

» 

muft go direftly, and nothing (bould 
hinder it, * 

I fet out with a foreboding heart. I 
aflced, ^^here we were to go immeciiately, 

— *^ To I^ord A -'$• He has invited 

us to ftay with him till we have a houfc 
ready." 

I did -not approve it; but it fignified 
nothing. He would not be told of the 
impropriety ; and I had nothing to do, 
but to obey. 

Lord 
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Lord A— /recdvcd us with every, 
mark c^ friendfhip and atoemion. . He led- 
tis to the upper end of the table; and, in 
the politeft manner, afkcd the favour of 
mc to do the honours of a bachelor's 
houle, who was proud to fee a lady p'rcfide* 
in it: he fhoiild think himfelf tinder aii* 
obligation for my afliftancc. 

He told the company who we were, and 
called Mr. Darnford his friend. 

They were all gentlemen; and I felt a 
COnfcious aukwardnefs in doing the ho- 
nours of the table. The vulgar virtue, 
called modeftyy hung about me, and told 
me I was not in my proper place ; though 

Lord A 's politenefs endeavoured to 

make it eafy to me. 

Darnford was quite at home, and at 
cafe ; and I never faw him more agreeable. 

I^rd A ■ ■ dined at home oftener than 

ufual^ in compliment 10 me. He and, 

Darnford 



^ SCHOOL FOR Wlt>OW«« 

D^Hnibni %eftt tbeir <v6Aings abroad, and 
ne^ftr <sm)t home till a i^ry late hour. 

VNmieiPcr they dined at hoine^ there 
fma a circte c^ company. Sometimes 
IiKlies 'wcite In^ed; tpfot; they were not 
ibch as txnf nuQd 4:ould acquaint vich*^ 
gay»^vain» diffipated ; they only gav^e me 
fubjeds for meditation and vexation* 

There was a route^ one day. Good 
Heaven ! what an afiembly of men and 
women; who feemed to have difcarded 
nature from their perfons and manners, 
and to be ading in mafquerade ! 

" Surely/' faid I, " thcfe are not Eng- 
lifh people!— -I muft be conveyed into 
fome ftrange landj where neither religion, 
reafon, nor tafte, have any influence.*' 

The women fhocked me. /There was a 
t)oldnef$ and ielf-confequence about them, 
that contradiftcd all my ideas of feminine 
delicacy : painted, patched, perfumed, pow- 
dered, till you knew not of what com* 

plexion 



i 
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pkxion thcjr were } full of ^fticiil*cio{is» 
that made (hem iopk. Ulm, st£kt^kB it}» 
overdo the modcfty ctf naeuiie: in ikmt^ 
made up mth all forts of falhioiiabie ma« 
terials, uU there was not a trace of natui^ 
upon them. 5« It fecirtcd as if Nature's 
jpurneymen had oxade med aod women, 
they difgraqed human nature fo abomi- 
nably/* I was fick of them. I wiflied 
myfclf any where but where I was, though 
it i*as i« the i^Ji ^ompuny. 

Lord A-r— had defired me ^o play for 
him. I begged to be excufcd playing at 
, all ; but it was- not allowed* 

* * 

• 1 was pHcpd at a table where they 
pkycd HaMLgjjinea Whjft. There was a 
lady of the party who abfolutely ftared 
me down. I never faw. In cither fex, fuch 
a degree of aflTur-ance as (he exhibited. The 
cards relieved mc; and J'ortune gave me 
my rflvcngg upon her, for I won all that I 
played for. f feere. wai a kind of jeer 

ipOB 
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gft: scKooi; tor*' widows, 
ypcMi her Countenance, that obliged one to 
look at her as little as poffible j but I (hall 
never forget her while I live. 

The gentknnen were polite ; and. one of 
them fcemed to feel for me. He gave 
fome fignificant glances at my opponent: 
hjs eyes fecmcd to corrca her's j but thejr, 
in return, bade him defiance. He was my 
partner ; he perceived my diffidence, and 
gave me encouragement. 

I was heartily glad when this fcene was 
over, for it fatigued my mind. 

I offered my lord the money I had won: 
he refufcd to take it. I told him, that 
i would then play no more for him. Wc 
had a contea-, but he obftinately re- 

fufed it. 

I had cards from moft of the company 

I had feen at Lord A 's, but declined 

all their invitations. 

Darnford was offended : he would ac- 
cept them, if I did not. 1 faid, he was his 



own 
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own maftcr ; bac what made his paradtfi^t 
was my purgatory. 

One day, a nobleman and his wife dined 

at Lord A *s. In this charnwng lafiy, 

I Taw all that I had looked for in ' vain in 
the hau monde — good fcnfe, good breed-; 
ing, and that complacency that accommo- 
dates itfelf to it's company^ and makes in« 
feriors eafy before it. 

This lady opened my lips; and I felt 
myfelf honoured and delighted with her 
converfation. 

Lord A— obfervcd me ;. and, after 
they were gone, he faid — " I do not aik 

you, how you like Lady B : I fee, 

in your intelligent countenance, all that 
pafles in your mind. She is, indeed, good 
and amiable. Though I comply, in Ibmc 
degree, with the whims of fafliion, I know 
how to diftinguiffi fuperior merit, and to 
pay homage to it. I promife myfelf, my 
dear Mrs; Darnford, that you will not de- 

E a ' cline 
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dine anfwcring Lady B 's vifit. Am 

I mrftaken^ or no ?'* 

*' Mjr lord, I (hall be afraid of yoa : 
you can read my thoughts/' 

" You need not. Madam ; for you have 
nothing to conceal/' 

Darnford rallied my lord upon his pene- 
tration ; and faid, he had feen many ladies 
that he liked better than Lady B . 

" Her good qualities,'' faid my lord, 
*^ are thofe of all times, and all countries : 
they do not depend on fafhion. Wherever 
Lady B— — had appeared, flie would have 
been beloved and refpeftcd/' 
' I was pleafed with his plaudit : it fhewed 
difcernment and judgment, 

I have told you, that Darnford fpent his 
evenings abroad — I might have faid nigbtsi 
for he feldom came home till four or five 
o'clock : from words that fell from him 
undefignedly, I found they were fpent in 
gaming. Sometimes he was unreafonably 

- elevated % 
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elevated ; at othcrs> dcprefled, I was diC- 
fatisfied with him> and with our fituation. 
I wiihed to remove to a place of our owf%. 
1 could not bear that we Ihould be guefts, 
znd^ as it itemed, dependent on Lord 
A— — • I frequently afked, when wc 
were to leave hinfi, but always received 
cvafive anfWers^ I would rather have 
lived in a cottage, with peace and a little, 
than in a pajace^ with tbefe appl*ehenfions 
of Approaching poverty and ruift. 

Some dayS;. after, cards were fcnt from 
Lord and Lady -B >■ » inviting Lord 
A——, ^nd Mr. aid Mre. Darnfprd, to 
dine with them, in Portman Square* Lord 
A— — • would not fuppofe a denial pofliblc 
on our part. Darnford anfwered for hin\- 
felfandme; and I did. not decline it. 

Darnford infifted that I fhould have a 
new drefs on the occafion. I begged to 
appear in my wed(jin3-cloachs, which were 
not foiled, nor yet out of fafhion : he would 

E J not 
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not hear of it. He bade me go to a ccr- 
.tain mercer's; and take up new in. bis 
name. I told him, I had money by m6; 
and I ihould take nothing but what I paid 
for before I wore ic,. He laughed at my 
folly and ignorance, but infilled on the 
new drcfs. He went with me, and choie 
it, left my vulgar tafte Ihould difgracc 
him. It was bought, paid for, and made 
up againft the day appointed. 

When I went to the great bufinefs of the 
toileiu, I found, in one of the drefliog- 

« 

boxes, a compleat fet of pearls, of great 
value, which I was defired to adorn, bf 
wearing them. 

I was confounded and uncafy. I or- 
dered my fervant to enquire for her mafter; 
and, if he was in the houfe, to fend him to 
me before ihcfri/eur came. 

He was at home, and came in a ftw 

ininutes. I (hewed him the jewels — ** Did 

you purchafe them, Mr. Darnford ?" 

« Ha !— 
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•* Ha! — why, nor— yes— no matter — 
what fignifics who bought them : here 
they are, very opportunely." 

** Anfwer me truly, Sir — Do you know 
who fent them hither ?" 

•* No, not I : they came here of them- 
felvcs, for ought that I know/' 

** Very well. — ^But you fee them ; and 
Idefirc you will enquire who fent them, I 
Wi^l not wear them, till I know whether 
I ought to accept of them.*' 

** Then, you are curfedly filly. I coni- 
mand you to wear them." 

*' Sir, I do not think myfelf bound to 
obey all your commands. You have 
power to ruin my fortune, and to deftroy 
my peace : but my principles you Ihall 
never deftroy ; they forbid me to accept 
of prefents from any man, except my huf- 
band ; and I know too well, that he can- 
not afford to make fuch prefents; and 
therefore I will not wear them." 

E 4 «' Tal- 
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** T«l didi-dididum ! •— Madam> your 
itioft humble fervant." 

He ran out of the room; and came 
thither no more, till after I was dreft and 
gone into another room. 

1 dfd not wear the j>earls, but dreft my- 
fclf in my own ornan[>cnts« I was uneai); 
and grew more fo, 06 I tt&t&td on the 
dangers that furrounded me. I could not 
di&ppoiot Lady B*— «, nor had I any m- 
clination to do it. I refolved Co come to 
an explanation with Lord A—*, whom I 
fufpefted to have fent this prefentj and to 
leave his houfe as foon as pof&ble. 

I fhotild have fpent an agreeable day \ 
but, whenever I refle&ed u{ion my danger- 
ous fituation, I fclr, as it were, a ftring 
pulling at my heart, and telling me, I had 
no rigl^t to be chearful. 

Lady B ■ ■ obferved, that I was very 
ferious for fo young a lady: Darnford told 

her, it was my only fault. 

After 
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After dirHier, we retired, tad (he began 

» 

an agreeable converfation. **^ I would 
not/' faid fhe, " invite other compJiny, 
becauie I defired to have you to inyfclf, I 
have feen enough, my dear Mi^. Darn^ 
fordj to wifh to know nnore of you. Let 
us be good neighbours and friends." 

I thanked her ladylhip for the honour 
Ihe did nfie.* I faid, when we fliould be 
got into a houfe or lodgings of our own, I 
&ould be proud to cultivate her acquaint- 
ance ; that, at prefent, we were out of our 
right place, and aukwardly fiiuated ; that 
I was impatient td remove, and fliould not* 
be happy till we did. 

•' You are right, Mrs, Darnford. I 
commend your prudence." 

< 

*• May I afk your ladyfhip, m con- 
fidence, what is Lord A—- — ••*$ charac5kcr? 
He is but a lace ^cqua'ntance of our'*. 
That he is a man of fe^fe and politcncfs, 
every one fees. He is very fond of Mr. . 

E 5 Darnford's 
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Parnford's company ; and tbcy arc iDfcpa- 
rable : but I felt it as an impropriety, that 
we fhould make his houfe our home i and 
I wilh to efcape from it." 

*' I will anfwer you fincerely, Madame 
I believe Lord A is a man of honour 
and principle. He is young, gay, and 
fafhionable; and has been rather free in 
his conduft, but with difcrciion. Where 
he profeffes a friendfliip, I believe he is 
finccrc : my lord loves and cfteems him. 
I fee that your prudence forefees and 
guards every point of conduft : I love and 
honour you the more. You may truft me 
fafcly ; and, if any dilEculties fliould arife, 
command my friend/hip and my fervices.** 

After this, we convcrfcd upon many 
fubjeds. I found her well informed in all 
refpeds, and very polite and accompliihed. 

When the gentlemen came in to tea and 

coffee, Lord B urged us to ftay fup- 

per ; and we did not part till a late houn 

^ I was 
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I was not well all the evening, nor yet 
icafy in my nnind, which perhaps increafed 

my diforder. Lady B obfcrved me to 

change colour feveral times. She afked 
mc to retire from company : I declined it^ 
and refolved to flay where I was. I was 
rejoiced when the carriage came, and mo- 
tioned to go. The gentlemen could not 
let me go alone; and we went accord-^ 
ingly. 

I will here conclude this iheet, and 
fign it with my initials, 

F. D. 
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LETTER IV. 

MRS. DARNFORD. IN CONTINUATION. 

THERE was a trait in Darryford's 
charader, that gave mc hope that 
he would at laft hear mc and follow my 

coimfels. 
When I was in health, and at eafe, he 

fccmed to be quite indifferent towards mej 
but, if I was fick or diftreffed, it feemed to 
call forth all his tendernefe, his love revi- 
ved, and he was afliduous to comfort and 
fupport me. 

I had not been well all the day that I 

fpent at Lord B *s. When I returned 

home, my fickncfs returned; and, before I 
could be undrcffed, I fainted away. 
' Never was man more tender and aflidu- 
quji than my hufband at this moment : 
he aflifted my fervant to put me to bed, he 
jgavc mc drops and water, and would have 
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fat up the remainder of the night if I had 
permitted him. " ^ 

When be came to bed> I thanked him 
for his care and attention. 

** I coald not have thoi^ht you wore^i^ 
ill," faid he. " Fanny, you looked Jike^ia 
angel to-day> you were well drcffird, and 
were an elegant figure : did you put on 
rouge to-day ?'* 

" No, Mr. Damford, I never do^ nof 
will Ij but, indeed, I had hoped that you 
loved me for myfelf, and that my drefs was 
of little confequence to an huiband." 

*' You are miftaken, my dear; it is of 
great confequence to me; and it gives you 
confequence in the fight of others^ and then 
I love you the better/* 

I fished, I was mortified that this man's 

weak and frivolous mind (hould value m^ 

« 

more for a new drefs than for any internal 
ijuality, though I was always neat in Iny 
drefs, and appeared as became his degree i 

buc 



-<*'. 
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hvti my lot was ca&, and I refolved to make 

the beft of it. 

He aiked me ofcen how I did, and what 
he could do for me. 

. " I will tell you what will contribute 
mdl: to my health and chearfulncfs : take 

me from Lord A 's houfe, and carry mc 

to fome place that I can call my home." 

'' Why/' faid he, " what objcdion 
have you to this houfe ?'^ 

I told him all my objedions, and (hewed 
him the dangers that attended me and him- 
felf, from living in a (late of luxury above 
our fortune; and his own reludtance to leave 
it was the ftrongeft proof of it^ 

I afked him, whether he knew who fen t 
me the fet of pearls; he faid, upon his foul 
he did not, but fuppofed they came from 
Lord A . 

I alked, if he thought it right for me to 
accept prefents from gentlemen, efpe- 
^ji^lly (ingle ones.— He faw no harm ; 

in 
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in it, fo long a3 the hufband knew 9Bd 
allowed it. 

I was not obliged to tell my hufband^ I 

might have concealed it from his know* 

» 

ledge-^Hc had fo good an opinion of me, 

that he was lure I (hould aft right upon all 
occafions. 

We fpcnt the remainder of the night in 
thefe altercations, and did not fall afleep till 
fome time after d^y-Hght. 

When Darnford told Lord A—-, that 

I had been ill, he fhcwcd every kind of at« 
tention and politenefs. 

He fent fevcral meflages, and defired I 
^VDuld not leave my own apartment. I 
lent word J was better^ and (hould come 
down to dinner at the ufual hour. 

He fent to know, whether I would al- 
low him to wait on me in the drefllng room*. 
I anfwered, I (hould be honoured to re- 
ceive him there. 

I re(blved to come to an explanation with 

him concerning the pearls^ which were'^ 

ftiU * 
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ftill in the box, and to fpeak upon (bnne 
other points as occafions might arife. 

I encouraged myfelf to act as became me; 
and, knowing I was right, to put afide dif^ 
qualifying fears : but, alas! they would rife^ 
in fpite of ail my realbnings againft them. 

My lord came direftly — he was full of 
concern for my indifpofition; he was polite 
and friendly, and wiihed he could do any . 
^ing for my fcr vice. 

I made acknowledgments for his friend- 
ihip and attention^ 

After many complinfient^, I at length 
introduced the fubjefl of the peairls. 
, The more fenfible I was of their valwe» 
the more defirous I was to return them t 
they were above our degree and fortune^, 
and I could never think of wearing them.. 

On his fide, much fophiftry,. but no ap* 
gument. 

SuppoSng they were his pr^efent, which 
he had not yet acknowledged^ what hamt 

could 



>' 
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could there be in accepting the ofF^ring of 
fricndfliip ?— -it looked like pride, to de« 
clirte it. 

Perhaps it might; but it was the pride 
of honefty and integrity, winch wifces n^t 
to ftf Gf pt favours it em nerer reiym, mA 
is already too much ^bliged« 

** In what rcfpeft ?•* 

^^ In making jfout houle ^iseur b0me. £jc* 
cufe me, my fords but I ^t diat we are out 
of our proper place. When fjeople arc In 
our fituation, they &ouH not mix with 
thofe too n)uch above them*. 

" Mr. Darn ford has a turn For expence, 
and for diffipation. After living in the 
houfe of a nobleman of your rank and 
fortune, he will find it difficult to dtlccnd 
to his own ftation. 

••I look upon yourlordftiip as his friend; 

in that light I prcfume to confult you. Hi 
ioves gaming, I am afraid he injures his 

fortune by it. I beg the favour of yotif 

lordfhip 



,Jt 
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lordihip to check him, and to remind him 
of what he owes to himfclf and family/* 

My lord looked as if furprized at my 
plain dealing: he looked down, as if abafii- 
edi he was confuled, uneafy, and fcftlcft. 
He rofe up, and walked about the room^ 
and was filent for feveral minutes* 

He looked difpleafed; his face was in a 
glow \ and, at laft, he fpoke— 

** When I invited Mr. Darnford to my 
houfe, I did not exped to be charged with 
all tlie faults and foilies he might commit 
under nty roof; it is enough for me, to an* 
feer for my own." 

«♦ Very true, my lord : but, when he is 
always in your company, when he looks up 
to you as his friend and patron, a wife may 
perhaps be excufed for imploring your in- 
fluence with him 5 a wife, who cannot be 
wholly indifferent to his conduft.'* 

JMy heart was full, I wept involuntarily. 
Lord A " ■ came to me, he dropt upon 

one 
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one knee — " Forgive me, dear Mrs. Daro^ 
ford ; I fear I have given you pain ; I fee 
your diftrefs, I pity your fincerity. Yes, 
Darnford dues game deeply : I have tried 
to check him, but in vain* What do you 
Yflih me to do more ? Tell me what I can 
do to fenre you ?" 

,. *^ I will fpeak my wiftics— Suffer u$ to 
go to a lodging more fuitable to our for- 
tune and fituation» difcourage my hufband 
to frequent the gaming-tables do this, and I 
will blefs and pray for you for ever V* 

** 1 will, by Heaven, if you infill upon 
it !— But why will you not ftay here till you 
leave London ? I meant it to favc expences 
to him and you: why are you fo earneft to 
leave me ?" 

** My lord, I fee and feel the improprie- 

« 

ty : to your good fenfe, I need not fay 



more." 



€€ 



You (hall be obeyed. Madam: you 
will not fubmit to owe any obligation to 
. V me. 
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me. I think I let your motives, and I re- 
Ipcdt them, though they give me more 
pain than I dare exprefs. You (hall do as 
you pleafe, but you will leave a feiife of 
your merit engraved upon my heart in 
ftrong and indelible chara£^ers. Honour 
me with your confidence and friendfhip-, I 
IK fwear to deferve them, whatever it coila 



'•'1 



me." 



He went oat of the room with tears iti 
his eyes 5 they Iccnficd thole of honour and 
fincerity. My htart was lighten it threw 
off a part of it's bunhcn. I prepared to meet 
the reproaches of Damford, and to depart 
as foon as poflible. 

I went down to dinner : Lord A 
behaved more refpeftfuUy than ever. As 
foon as it was over, I retired to my apart- 
ment. 

, I faw Damford no more till he came to 
bed, which wa$ earlier than ufual. He 
was in a very ill humoufi he reproached 

mc 
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mc with pcrvcrfcncfs and falfc delicacy; he 

found my illnefs was only a pretence tq 

leave the houfe; I wanted him to go to 
fome dog-hole or another, and to live in 

my own vulgar ftyle^ that I made him 

flight the friendfhip of Lord A——, to 

gratify my own huniours. 

When he had run himfelfout of breath, 
I aflced him to let me go to Darnford Hall, 

and I would leave him at Lord A *s, 

till he chofe to come home,- 

** No, by G — ! I Ihould not have my 
own humour fo far; I ihould day in London 
9S long as he did/' 

I was filent. 

After he had exhaufted himfelf and his 
paffion, he cooled all at once^ he aflced my 
pardon, and begged me to be friends with 
him. 

I endeavoured to prepare myfelf for 
luffering, andreligned myfelf to it. I got but 
iittle fleep for feveral nights^ and looked ill 

and 
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and dejcfted. He tried to make me change 
my mindj but I was determined. 

We went to look at lodgings; they were 
all too high for me, and loo low for him. 
At laft he took one in Bloomfbury Square, 
atid we removed thither after flaying two 
months at Lx)rd A *s. 

His lordfhip took a polite and relpeftful 
leave of me. He afked my permiiSion to vifit 
me fometinfies; I told him I fhould be 
honoured by his vifits. 

He hoped I would fomc times dine with 
him. I bowed aflent. 

We went to our lodgings: Darnford was 
fuUen and filent. 

I faw very little of him : he breakfafted 
at home, generally dined with Lord A— — , 
and I faw him no more till his bed-time. 

My time was now more my own. I went 
out before dinner. I vifited my fitter in the 
city: ftie received me very coldly. I alked 
her to come to me^ butflie declined it. 

She 
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She threw out hints of Mr. Darnford's 
mifconduiSt y that he was ruining himfclf 
very faft; that he had thrown them to a dif* 
Unce, and now they would keep it* 

My evenings were very lonely and dull, 
but I had recourfe to books : I fenf to a 
circulating-library, and was furniihed with 
all the new publications. 

One night, or rathermorning, Darnford 
came home : he threw himfelf into a great 
chair, inftead of coming to bed. I had flept, 
and was awake. 

I had always a light burning, and I faw 
that he was much difturbed. 

He threw himfclf about, clafped his 
hands, and ufed many gefticulations. 

He fighed deeply, and uttered words of 
anguifli — ** Curfed luck! D— — n the 
dice ! Oh, my head aches ! Fanny fays 
true; flie is wiler than I. What of that? 
Shall (he reproach my conduct ?— O fool ! 

blockhead ! a(3 that I am !— Well> 'tis 

tio 
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no matter-— A fhoit life, and a merry one, 
for me V* 

*' From fach mirth as your's, Mr. 
Darnford, good Lord deliver rac !" 

*^ So, then, you heard me.— Don't fty 

< 

another word, Fanny: if you do, J will 
go out again-f-^I cannot bear preaching 



now.*' 



*' Come to bed, and compofe yourfelf." 

" Will you comfort me, inftead of re- 
proaching mc >'* 

** I will, Mr. Darnford; and I will 
pray far you." 

*' That is Ifind; for, indeed, I am 
uirable to pray for myfelf." 

I fqethed him to reft; but could talce 
fionei myfelf* fo much had he alarmed 

He . flept feyeral hours^ and awoke re-* 
freflied* He thanked me for the kindneft- 
wish which r received htm. Hewifliedhc 
had followed my advice : he figbed. He 

confeffed 



L 
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ccmfefled he had loft a large fum of money i 
he muft fell an eftate of value : could I 
forgive hi«i ? 

I told him, if it was the laft fin of the 
kind, I would forgive it ; and, if poverty 
rendered him good and wife, I would 
welcome it's approach, and (hare ic mofl: 
chearfuUy^ 

, *^ Do not name poverty," laid he : "I 
cannot bear it/' 

*^ I can, Mr. Darnford : it is not the 
worft of evils. We may, if it is not our 
own faults, render it a bleffing to us." 

" You arc a blefTing to me, Fanny ; and 
I will put myfclf under your direftion." 

I was rejoiced to hear him fpeak fo 
rationally ; but T conje(Slured, that he 
muft have fuffered deeply, to be fo much 
humbled. 

. I queftioned him concerning the ftate of 
<his affairs. He drew back, and would not 
tell me his ^ruc fituation, I wondered 

Vol. I. F that 
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tfaiat lie ftaid at home iSat vkole day wkh 
me. I endeavoured to entertain him:^I 
read Marmontel^ft Good Wife to hun^.to 
&ew him that a woman might be trufted, 
and fometknes might extricate her huA>and 
from difficulties. He fhook his head^ and 
«^as filent. 

In the courfc of the day, he received 
feveral letters, and fent anfwers to them. 
In the evening, he received one that leemed 
to make him eafy. 

" 'Tis over !" faid he : "I have found 
a friend !" 

" I am glad of it," faid I; ^* but, why 
will you not treat me like one ?" 

•• Yes, yoU are my friend; but you 
could not have done for me what this 
perfon has.** 

I bagged to^ know who it wa^ ; but be 
would not tell rhe: he changed the ftib- 
jed. He was eafy and chearful i and the 

ftorm 



ftormv&enierf to be btowo dvcr. fyt .tbb 
prefcnt* - ' ? : i 

. Lord A«-*-^ had frequonly : invited tfm 
fi0 dinnet': I went fometimes. He com^ 
plained of my refervc and fliyncfs, I^rci» 
newed my folicications, thai he would give 
my buiband good advice^ and tlius prov^ 
hinr^felf our friend. He ibmetinies was 
Mgry ; at others, he promifed to do as I 
wifliedhim. He faid, I over-rated his in^ 
iiuence with Mr. Darnford ; for he. would 
not be advifed, nor reproVed. 

Darnford behaved well a whole weelc^ 
He never fpent an evening from me: but 
be would not anfwer my enquiries; he 
would not let me know the true ftate of 
his affatra. 

. We dined with Lord A ■■■, without 
any other company. My lord propofcd 
tbac- m fhouJd. go co the third ad of the 
playv ... 

F 2 Darnford 
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Darnford faid — " Juft as Frances plcafes: 
I am now under her dircftion," 
t *' I rejoice to hear it»" faid my lord. 
^* The Aool of repentance becomes you 

. <* I don't undcrftand that/' faid he: 
'^ I am not pleafed to be thought Co 
humble, neither." 

'* Don't be afraid of being thought too 
wife^ Darnford, I (hould be proud to fit 
upon any feat, with fuch a companion by 
my fide/' 

I was never pleafcd with my lord's com- i 

pliments : I always put them afide. I an- 
fwcred, that, if Mr. Darnford liked it, I 
would go with them willingly. 

The coach was ordered, and we went. 

The play was. The Fatal Marriage,— 
Mrs. Siddivns in the charafter of Ifabella— i 

the moft heart-probing fccne of dlftrefs : 
mine felt it too ftrongly. Lord A 



obfcrved me ; and, in the interval between 

the 
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die afts, he faid — " .Thefc tragic writers 
work up fcches of diftrels, that afFefl: uk 
too deeply j and, what is worfe, they puriilh 
the moft innocent* arid perfc^ cliaradlers 
the moft feverely." 

*' That is not the prefent cafe, my lord : 
Ifabella is not a perfcdt ^haraffeer/* 

" No!— What crime has ihe com^ 
mitted f" ' 

" That of perjury. She was a nun pro- 
fcft; fhe broke her vow, eloped,- and mar- 
ried Biron. Perhaps you never faw or 
xcad the whole play ?** 
' " Yes, I have J but I have forgot it/* 
" Permit me to remind you. Count 
Baldwin, when fhe appeals to Heaven, 
thus anfvvers her — 

" How dare you mention Heav'n !— Call to mind 
Your perjurM vows j your plighted, broken faith. 
To Heav'n and all things hoiy.— Were you not 
I>evotcd« wedded to a life leclufe. 
The facred habit on, profcft and fwora 
A votary for ever?** 

F 3 ** Then, 
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" ** Thcn^ Madanb^ why do you weep 
for her?" 

** fiecatife, though flie is guilty enough 
to be blimed, flic is innocent enough to 
be pitied. Such are the proper fubjeds of 
tragedy i and Southern (hewed his know- 
ledge of human nature, by fele<5ting them. 

r 

A perfeft charafter railes our admiration : 
a mixed one is more common and more 
natural, and engages our pity and our 
fympathy." 

My lord praifed my remarks extrava-f 
gantly, and faid they were of more value 
than the play. , i 

I told him, I was more mortified than 
gratified by undue compliments i tfiat it 
rcflefted upon his own judgment, as the 
remarks were common, and not originally 
my own. He feemcd abaftied, and ftood 
correfted, 

-' After th^ play was over, we returned in 
my lord's coach, and fuppcd at his houfe. 

There 



: Tb€tc w^ a good deal of light and 
frothy converfation upon the fubjetl of th? 
pky* Darnford ajkfldme^ wfeat,Iih»uld 
hare done in Ifabcfla's fifvation.-^rl iiid, I 
Ibeikvcd I ^ould have loft.siy fenfcs^ a^ 
Ibedidi and in that fituation I (hould.nof 
hsiy^ been accftuntable .for mjr aftions; 
that our ftage abounded in fuicidcs^ and J 
thought it was of bad tendency ; that the 
IMridc of human nature revolted againft 
fufierihgs of every kindj but thofe who 
profeflcd to be Chriftians, ought to cxpc£t 
%bfimf and to prepare to meet them. 

The, gentlemen feid, I was too ftrious;: 
they did not like the turn I gave to the * 
converfation. 
. Wedidiiotpjirttill alatehour* Parn- 

/prd fai4 ftnc^ Hiked plays, he would atr 
t^d ipe to another, whenever I pleafed. , 
I looked over the play-bills, in order 
tO: pick out one that might be }ikely to 
make fomei impreOlon upon bis min^x as 

F 4 it 
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tt feemed now to be fluduiting between 
right and wrong. 

The Gamefier was announced- for the 
Thurlday following. I bunit the play^- 
bili^ thai he might net fee what it was, I 
did not a(k him to go^ ' till I met him sK: 
dinner. He faid — " With aH my heart.—- 
What is the play ?^* 

I afk^d the fervaiit for the bill : luckily 
he had not feen ic It could not be founds 
Jffaidj it was no mattery we would take 
our chance. . 

He was always dilatoiy % but I hurried 
him> as 1 wiflicd him to be there before 
the play began. We got there in time, as 
I wiihed. 

He was attentive to the play. He iat 
uneafy upon his feat, and I pcpceived 
that he felt it. As the cataftrophe ap- 
proached, he was more agitated. He 
afked me, who wrote this play: I told 
him> Mr. Moore. He faid, it fecmcd to 

him 
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Iiffii as if I had written it ; for it fpoke my 
icntiments. I faid^ I was proud to think 
and to ipeak like this author. The hft 
a£l was too much for him : he graiped my 
band i he trembled — '' Oh, God \ I can- 
not bear this !— Why did you bring mc 
here?". 

I whifpered in his ear — *^ To touch 
your heart, to ferve you, and to favc 
you/' 

** You chofc it, dien !— --You have torn 
my heart afunder I** 

I anfwered, in the words of Hamlet— 
•* Oh, throw away the worfer part of it, 
and live the better *rith the other half V 

" Let me go home !" ' 

•* You fliall, prcfently ; and I will g« 
with you.*' 

I had ordered the carriage and the ftr- 

m 

▼ants to be ready, in hopes to get him to 
gp home at the end of the play, that he 

F 5 might 



■ * * 
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might not lofc rfie benefit of the im- 
prefllion. 

Wc went home accordingly; Daraford 
was deeply affeftcd ; but he (hewed it in a. 
way that proved his inconfiftency. 

As foon as he began to recover his 
fpirits, he (hewed anger againft me : \ had 
laid a plot to torment and vex him ; he 
hated plays — they were vulgar amufe- 
ments ; he had not been at any this year, 

till Lord A carried him to one; and 

he went to this to oblige me, and I had 
repaid him for it. 

I kept filence, and let him run him&lf 
Qut of breath. Th<^n he paufed. 

I faid, if I had given him pain, it was in 
order to fave him from greater s and I 
hoped there would come a time, when he 
wouM thank riic for it. 

He had vented his uncafinefs: he grew 

fuUen, and would not anfwer^ 

- I went 
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I went to bed uneafy ; suid a tho^i^nd 
painful apprehenfions came over tne; | 
was going to rife ag^^uiy wi^a I hr^d ^Jiiitn 
<;omij9g up ftairs. He cafi^. ^Ix^ ^^P* 
poling me to be afle^p. . He came to bed* 
He (poke not any more; but I heard hin) 
fighpftpn. 

I prayed earneftly^i that this irnpreflion 
might lead him to reform his conduA^ an4 

• » • • 

to be good and happy. 

Ever fince we had been at lodgings, 

* - 

there had been a conftant fucceflicn of 
people, every morning, knocking at the 
door. They enquired for Mr. Darn- 
ford ; they left letters, and meflages, and 
bills : I found they were an army of 
duns. ; . ' . 

Our upper fervant was a Ibber and 
ftrifible man. He always fcemed uwwiU 
ling to tell me the ' bufitiefs Ql( thcfc 
people; and he feetned concerted for 
me. ' 

Fd I was 



I|t SCHOOL TOR • WlDOlTff. 

I was preparing t«y^f for the worft tliat 
could feppcn : I cxpcfted it, ahd could 
not be furpf tzed at any i4img« 

Several men called on Darnford the next 
day after the play : he went to them in the 
parlour, and ftaid with them fome time. 

When he met me at dinner> he behaved 

• . * .' ' ^ 

with his ufual politenefs^ and as if nothing 

difagreeable had paflTed. I followed his 

lead> and endeavoured to entertain and 

;imufe him* I played picquet with him in 

the evening, and was agreeably furprized 

to find that he femed to have no wilh 

to go from home. 

He apologized for what he had faid \t» 
anger. ** Oh, that play !" faid he ; " I 
wi(h I had feen it two years ago : but now 
it has opened a vein in my heart, and it 
Weeds to no purpofe.'* 

I faid, I hoped it was to good pur|)ofe,. 
and that he would be the better man ever 

After. 

Still 



StUl he kept at home, V ? ' 
' I aflced him to go with tne » a romitJyjf 
but he faid— <^ * Ndf •more |>kys *of"a!iy 
kind : 1 have done with thaii%^ ■ 

Afewrdays after, I ieccived an a&onjr^ 
mousilettSF, in thcfe tenn»*^ 

^f A PERSdK, who knows Mrs. Uarn- 
ford's merit and Charaftcr, wiflies to pre- 
pare her for a cloud that hangs over her 
head, and is ready to burfl: upon her. Mr*. 
Darnfbrd has fold all his eftatcs that are in 
his power to fell 5 Darnford Hall, and the 
cftates about it, are entailed upon a male 
heir ; and, unlefs Mr. Darnford has a Ibn^, 
they will go to his. coulin^ James Darn- 
ford, Efq. fo that Ke can neither fell noc 
mortgage them; but he may anticipate 
the revenue of thofc eftates, fo that thc^ 
n3ay be fequeftered during his lif^;. U 
this perfqn i& rightly infornied) Mrs. Darn-^ 
ford will ihortly be dcfired to iet her hax^ 

to a writing, by which Ihc will give up her 

jointure i 
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jointure J which if (he doc$, ihe U undme* 
She is-advifcd to U/rcfQlute aiid ftciid^ 
in her rc£iifaL This warning (iomes front 
a friend^ who regards her for the fake of 
her worthy father, and cftccms her for 
her own conduA under the ind9: trying 

fixations. „ Behevolu*." 

Thus warned, I refigned myfelf to my 
fate, and begged of Heaven to ftrcngthen 
my mind to fupport it properly. 

I conj^ftured that this letter came from 
my father's executor; and I was not mif- 
taken. A few days afterwhrd, Mr. Darn- 
ford told me, that fome gentlemen were 
to breakfaft with him, and defired my 
company. ' 

Hefaid, he had always found me gene-' 
rous and kind to him, upon all occafions; 
that he was under fbme difficulties, and his' 

efirates were fo tied up, that, he could noe^ 

« 

{bll them: therefore he mufl; afk theTa- 

vour 
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your of me to fee my band to a writing, 
which would enable him to fdl an eftate 
diat would iet him clear of tte world} 
and afterwards, he wi^ refelved to rem 
(rencbi and to do every thiog I could de-> 
fire of hfm. 

I faid^ I would confider of it. 

^^ I am thinking of fomething that will 
extricate you from your prefqnt di£Bcultics* 
Tou know the thoufand pounds which my 
father left, were lodged in the banker's 
hands : ufe that to free you from your 
difficulties." 

He turned pale> and his lips quivered^ 
He faid, that would not be fufficient. 

•* What, then, do you require of me ?" 

He was filent. 

*' You do not, I prcfume, aflc me to 
give up my fettlement, which is all that is 
left to fupport me !«— You cannot be fo 
bafe as to aflc it V* 

He was filent, and in confufion« 

^* Unhappy 
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" Unhappy* man I I will fparc you the 
fiiame of uttering this requefl: ; and I wiljt 
tdl you, if that is your meaning, I wilf 

not comply vvith it: I will keep that^ to 
fupport you and niyfelf, and to keep us 
abtve abfolute poverty. Go to your gcti tie- 
men, and tell them fo.^ < 

He retired in filcnce. He never 'came 
home the whole night. I fpent it in: 
prayer, and in arming myfclf with a ftrong 
refolution. 

• The next morning, he came in while I 
was at breakfaft, pale as death, and iii 
•much confufion* 

I alked, how he did* 

" Bad enough !** was his anfwcr. 

^ I am forry for it.." 

" What, Madam^ would you advife mc 

to do r*^ 

** Go dire&ly into the country with. 



me. 



f ' I cannot go till my affairs arc fettled.'^ 

«* That ' 
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" That wHl never be, I have no other 
advice to give yoa.** 

He went ow again^ and came home no 
HK>re aH that day and night. 

« ♦ 

He came to dinner, the foltewing day, 
^kh a more chearjful countenance* He 
toki me, he had a propofal made hirn^ and 
canae to confult me upon it. 

1 faid^ my bed advice wasalways at. his 
fcrvice, . 

He faid, a gentleman of very large fbfi- 
txthe.was gping to France and IcaiLy^ and 
^wanted a travelling companion i that he 
had invited him to go with him -; that be 
faw my regard for him was at an end, and 
that I could fpare his company j and there- 
fore he was inclined to go. 

I faid, he was very unjufl: and ungrate- 
ful, to fay fo I that I had offered to fhare 
his lot in poverty, as well as in riches ; that 
many people were rich and independent 
with two hundred a yeap s that I could be 

eafy 
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SAfy and contented with it ; andj if he 
would fufFcr me to manage it^ I woisld 
promife' that he Ihould want none of the 
comforts of life ; but, if he pcefcrred being 
a rich man s toad-eater to that fituation. 
he was fiee to pwfue hk o^n inclinations, 
only not to impute it to noe^ imc^ it waift 
entirely his own ^ and deed* 

It was with fome difficulty that I avoided 
all reproaches ; and, in all that I faid^ only 
adverted. to the future. 

In the evening, he went out again, and 
ftaid all night. I had many ftruggtes ih 
rhy own mind ; but I left it to him to de- 
cide his future iituation. 

• Lord 4 called on Mr, Darnford. 

He was not at home. He a(kcd for me, 
and I received him. 

He enquired into the particulars of my 
hufband^s fituation. 

I faid, he was probably better informed 

than 
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than I was ; I only knew tbftt he wa» 
ruined. . ., • 

Lord A crfFcKd me any- fervkes m 

his power. I thanked him> but declined 
them. 

^ He called me an inflexible woman, who 
would not condefcend to receive any adt 
of friendihip^ or to owe an obligatbh to 
anyone* 

I iaid, I could not wifli to owe obliga« 
tion$, and lead of all to gentlemen ; that I 
was toiply provided for^ and as rich as^ I 
defired. 

He faid, Mr. Darnford Would go abroad 
for a few years, till his affairs were, in 
fome degree, retrieved ; and that he had 
recommended him to Mr. Bryanftone, and 
he thought it would be a pleafant con* 
nedljon for them both; that Darnford had 
promifcd him to leave off gaming entirely^ 
that he was now convinced of his errors, 
and, would certainly reform— Did I mean 

to 
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to leave London fo6n? where did I pur- 
pofc to go ? 

** I fliall not go tin poorDarnford docs, 
which I fuppofc will be foon/* 

He begged pardon for his curiofitjr : he 
had fomcthing to propofc for mine and 
Darnford*s fervice. 

I begged him to fpeak it. 

*' I have been thinking that Darnford 

Hall might be let to very good account, 

ready-furniflied. I know a gentleman who 
is very likely to. take it for a fummer 

refidence. In that cafe, I fhould- beg of 
you. Madam, to accept of my cottage, for 
this fummer at leaft, I fliould only come 
thither as your gueft, and at fuch times 
only as were convenient to you. Pray 
confider, before you refufc me the honour 
of accommodating you for a few month^ 
Do not look oifended% I offer it in the 
fincerity of my heart, and with all the 

warmth and purity of frieodihip.. 

I was. 
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I \ias iaflcxibk^ aa he called me i I would 
not accept any favour from him. 

I thought I faw the cloven*foot i^^ar ; 
but I would not kt him perceive that I did. 

I thanked him for his folicitude to fervc 
TO. I approved very much of his pro- 
pofal to let the Hall ready-furniflied. I 
begged him to mention it to Mr* Darn* 
ford, and I would lecond it« 

^^ Bat then, Mad^m^ what beccmies of 
you?" 

*^ I ihall find a place to board in fuitable 
to my fituation;" 

He tried, by every kind of argument, to 
induce me to go to the cottage; but in 
vtfin. 

He looked angry, but prudently reftrain- 
ed himfclf from fpeaking in that ftyle. 
He went away before Darnford returned. 

My hufband now was all penitence and 
humility : he really feemed reluftant to 
leave me. He begged me to write to him 

often : 
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Qfcenc he hoped we jfhmild m«ct ftgain^ 
and happier hours would fuccced. • 
. He had given me money fever^ times^ 
when he was in a run of luck. I now di- 
vided it widi him : he fwore I was an angel^ 
and he was unworthy to be my fcrvant. 

Our parting was afTefting on both fides* 
He went with Mr« JSryanftone to Dover,. 
and from thence to France. 

He had fold the chariot and horfes, and 
difcharged the coachman and footman* 
The uppcr-fervant defired to continue with 
me ; but I told him^ I fhould not in future 
keep a man-fervant. I afked if he had re- 
ceived his wages : he faid, *' No, but he^ 
would wait till it was quite convenient fot 
me/' I was furprized at the man's dif- 
intereftedncfs; but I paid him inftantly, 

I next fpoke to the landlady, arid found 
(he was paid tip to the prefent week. I 
packed up my clothes and linen \ and dif- - 

charged 



charged my owrfmaid-ftrvant, who'w^ 
jjckuch toa fine a*Udy for mer 

I kept my other nr»id, who wai9^ the 
iindcr houfc-maid When at the Hall, but 
oow was every thing to me : I fent her to 
the inn, to take places for us in the llage. 

jcoach to N ' , and in three days time I 
turned my back upon London* ^. 

Lord ^— — had called feveral times— 
** Not at home !'* was the anfwer* I chofe 
not to fee any company nor to go any 
where 3 but fpent my time in preparing for 
my journey, and in laying plans for my 
future condud. Before I left London, I 
wrote to Lord A——, and kept the copy 
of my letter— 

» 

" MY LORD, 

** I CANKOT leave London without 
paying my acknowledgments to your lord- 
(hip for the many a£ks of friendlhip 
which Mn Darnford and myfelf have re- 
ceived 



: «« 



ii 



^4 SCHOOL POJIW^IDQWS. 
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ceivcd from you* We gladly . agree to. 
your lordfliip^s propofal of letting Darn« 
ford Hall; and I aai impowered to treat 
upon this fubjeft with any perfon 
tTiat it may fuit, of which you gave me 
fomc reafon to hope, I Ihall be ready to 
quit it by Midfummcr, -or fooncr, if re- 
quired. 

Perhaps fome part of my conduftmay 

appear ungrateftil to your lordftiip; but 
- • * ■ 

when you refleftthat I am particularly cir- 

cumftanced; and that, having imbibed un- 

• » 

fafliionable principles, I am more folici- 
tous to acquit myfelf to them, than to what 
is called the world, or the firfl: circle of 
ir, I hope I fhall (land* excufed, I am, 
nevcrthclefs, very fcnfible of the favours 
which my hufband and I hare received 
from your . lor dlhip j ^nd ajn yoyr lord- 
(hip's moil humble fervant, . 

" F. Darnfohd." 






I ordered 
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• 1-ordcred this fetter to be (ent the morn- 
ing after I left London, and when I 
ftould foe out of the reach of all it's dan- 
gers. 

' Darnford Hall appeared unplcafant ro 
meji from the confcioufnefs that it was no 

longer my honie, and that I mud feek a 
new one. 

You remember my pupil, of .whom I 

fpoke, Betfy Moyle. Her parents Fived in 
« • - 

ah old nunfion-houfe, which had former- 
ly been the refidence of an ancient family : 
the eftate, like others, had pafled through 
many different hands, and was now tc- 
nan ted By thefe worthy people. 

I intended to board with them : I propof- 
cd It, and they confcnted. 

They' were furptized to hear of the al- 
teration in 'my 'circumftances J and feared 
they could not accommodate nr>e accord-* 
ing to my degree. 

I chofe a parlour and a bed-chamber j 

Vot. !• G * and 



a»i*amufed wtyfdtf with fitcing it up to^e- 
ieiv« tnyfelf I aiid my forvant, a poor cot- 
lair's daughter, whom I had takctt as al^ 
Koufe-maid. She was now my attendant; 
the cook remained with nic for a time, and 
1 difcharged all the reft. 

I had my appartment at Moyle^'s new 
painted, which made it look light and 
cbearful. I furniflied jt in the plaincft 
manner. I put a foiall canopy-bed into the 
chamber, for my fcrvant to be near me ; 
and I waited with fome impatience to hear 
of a tenant for the Hall, 

The redlor of the parifh vifited me; he 
offered me his fervices J he invited me to 
his houfe, and his wife behaved in the mgft 
friendly manner. 

This kindncfs was unmerited by mcj 
for Darnford would neyer fufi^ mf to bCr 
intimat? with them, but barely to keep qp 
an. external civility toward$ them. 

They bad heard I at 1 was going to 

/ 

board 



boardf at Moyle'f; and tliey ofiered tQettkr 
roe iato their family^ if I; proferred iu 1 
tilled them £bf their kin4Qe& ;. but tokl 
them I had fitted up an apartment; on 
Mpylc's, and agreed with him for my 
board, and could not gp back unlefs £qi^' 
fome powerful caufe : that I hoped to be 
their neighbour there^ and to deferve their 
goodnefs to me. 

At length I received a pacquet of let- 
ters from Lord A , containing one 

from himfelf, one from my hufband, 
and the third from the amiable Lady 
B . I here enclofe them. 

" MADAM, 

" Though you difdain my friend* 
(hip, and fpurn at the fhadow of an obliga- 
tion to me; I will follow you with my 
good offices, and do every thing that is 
Ukely to give you plcafurc. I have fccn 
Lady B ■* ■■ , and we have fpoken'of you; 
Ihe loves and cftecms you : perhaps you 
' G 2 may 
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may arccpc her fcmccs, though you rcjc6k 

mine. Strange ! that my ftx Ihould place 
me in an unfavourable light; and that 
ber's fhould entitle her to your confidence ! 

^^ I (end you a letter from Damford ; and 
beg you to lend your anfwer to me^ and I 
will tranfmit it to him, 

/* I have Ipoken to Mr. Frampton, and 

he will foon come down to look at your 

« 

houfe; and, if it will fuithis family, he will 
take it. 1 would attend him, if you would 
invite me ; but I do not exped it, becaufc 
c ) you fiiun the fight of me. I am, as much 

as you will permit me to be, your faithful 
friend and fervant. 



c?» 















. " DEAR FANNY, 

« Here I am in the city of Paris, 
l?hicb the French chatter of, as if it was 
thefirft in the world; but I do not think 
it is in any degree equal to London. The 

people 
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people I like well enough, for you know wc 
keep the tefi company. I iiketheir cook^rjrj 
for you know I always loved fnade dithes : 
but they give you a loin of mutton, "zrid 
' call it a roaft btef. The wine is good, and 
I do it honour. 

" I play very little, and only for trifles ; 

but Fortune is always a jade to me, Mr. 
. 'Bryanftone is reckoned a very fine gentle- 

4 > 

man; but I do not think him equal to 

Lord A . Perhaps he may have more 

learning than hej but then, in polite ac- 
complifhments, he is much fuperion 

" I am fure my lord is my true friend. 
He has promiied to uie his intereft to get 
me a place; and then I fhall hire a fmall 
houfe near the office I belong to, and we 
(hall live comfortably, I will limit my ex- 
peoccs, an4 you (hall be my fteward ; and 
I will never play forNnore than a limited 
fum : you fliall dire£l me« and advife me^ 
and we will never part more. . ^ 

G 3 « There 



\k 
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. 1' l^hw€ is a ctftain Mn Wfllbn, Mr. 
Bffanftone's companion and friend, a clcr- 
\- ^nun, a-nd very learned and wife in his 
own opinion. This Mr. Wilfon takes 
upon him to reprove and correA me, and 
behaves very impertinently to me, and I 
cgn hardly bear it. 
^ " When I appeal to Bryanftone, he tells 

** ho^, I muft fubmit to a man o£ letters, who 
i^.": knows better than me: and that he pre- 



fers Wilfon*s judgment to his own. They 
make me appear as if I was very ignorant 
K^ in CGmnarifon of them; and I do not feel 

c'l \nyfelf cafy with them: however, I fhall 

bear it for a time, in hope to be recalled, 
as foon as Lord A—— can provide for me. 
"I am forry, my Fanny, that you are 
prejudiced againft this amiable man -, but I 
hope there will come a time when you will 
know how to value his friendfhip. Write 
tome often i tell mc every thing that con- 
cerns^ me to' know, particularly about your- 

_ felf. 

"^ " Send 



^* Sead yxnir letter s J und€X covcfj to Lord 
A — • — , and he will forward them tome« 

** Keep up your fpiritsj and hppc: {pr 
better days. Be aiTured of the eonftant 
And ifiviohble afi^dion of^-^ 

** Your faithful hufbahd, 

Paris/ " GeorGE DaRNFORD.** 

f^ P. S. I iunre a new fiiit of Paris cloadls.'' 



iCMM 



^^ DEAR MADA^i 

" I SHOULD certainly have wiaited ott 
you, as foon as you went to lodgings ; but 
was obliged to leave town at that time, to 
vlfit a very dear relation, who was cknger- 
dufly ill-^an aunt, who was fo good as to 
fopply the place of a mother tome, at the 
time when I moft wanted one, from my 
leaving fchool till I was married^ . I ba^y^ 
had the happinefs to leave her qmte ^i^^ 
covered, and to plcafc myfclf with tiKK 

G 4 thoughts 
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.^)?P%ht8i .tbac mjr tender atoetitkms teive 
IP ifeOf^- degree cootributed towards it. . 
" My cares arc now dircfted to .3^ ftUl 
dearer objcd. My lord U in an ill.ftate of 
health: he is^advifcd to go to Icaly«..I 
would go to the world's end to reftorehimj 
and^ out of queftion, I attend hio^^ aod zm 
bia firft nurfe and companion. 

. « .The firft time I law Lord A ^ 

after nay return to town, he told mc of 

the furprizing alteration in your circum* 

ftances and fituation.*; I was very much 

^:; concerned for you. I faw, from the firft 

fc;» moment I knew you, that your mind wai 

not eafy, and I judged that you were un* 

fortunate, but not blameable. I forbear to 

fpeak my opinion of Mr. Darnford, becaufe 

he is your hufband : I hear he is gone 

abroad with Mr. Bryanftonei but what 

becomes of you in the mean time ? Wiil^ 

you do me the favour to give me your 

— company while I ftay at my country-feat^ 

and 
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mod to goi:Mrkh us tathe Cominentf Xdq^ 
fider of this propofal, and beaflUltd'thar'k 
comes firom the heart. - 

^ Lord A i ' ■ ^" is mortified,, that yoil 
will accept no favoxir from him: H^^ 
(hewed mc your letter to him before you 
left London. I comprehendyour rhotiires, 
and honour you for your guarded con- 
dud. You can have no fuch fcruples 
towards mc. Permit mc the honour ta 
be your friend ; and, under that title, ac- 
cept the trifle I cnclofe. 

" My lord unites with me in every 
(entimenc of elleem and friendlhip. Direft 
to me in Portman Square ; and believe 
me truly^ dear Madam, your fincere friend 

and humble fervant, 

** Louisa B--r~.'* 

Here, my friend, I will conclude my 
enormous pacquet, which I fhall fend by 
Patty. During her abfence, I fhall be 
preparing another, which I Ihall ftrnd to 

G5 W , 
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W— — •> by the perfon who fetches her 

home. 

- You muft make me the return of 

your own ftory^ from the time of our 

leparation. 

E 

, J am, yours truly^ 

Frances Darnford. 



IBTTIR 
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LETTER V. 

MM. tfARNFORO. IN CONTlNtTAtKJl*; 

IAnfwcred Lord A—— 's letter firft. I 
'thanked him for his kind' ftttCACioh tO; 
Mr. Darnford's iritercft. I told him, I 
was ready to receive the gentleman, zt 
ibon as was convenient to him to come, 
down ; that my principles did. not allow 
me to invite fingle men to viHt me in my 
hufband's abfence ^ I hoped he would ex- 
cufe my franknefs, or elfe that be would 
impute it to my vulgar prejudices, Which 
were not to be Aibdued. 

I enclofed a letter to Darn&rd, which 
was as follows. 

*' I AM furprized, Mr, Darnford, that 

your paft mifcondud, and your fufFerings 

in confequence of it, have not corrccSled 

\ that light and frivolous turn of mind 

G 6 which 



1^6 . SjCHOOL JFOR WIDOWS. 

which gives all it's attention to trifles^ and 
neglefts things of the firft importance* 

" What fignifics it to me, how you eat 
and drink, or what doathsjou wear ? You 
flay ftill, then — and for trifles, becaufe you 
have pot money to play deeper: great 
Tirtue and felf-denial in that ! 

** Your utmoft ambition is to be in a 
ftatc of dependence on others. This is 
a mean and abjeft fpirit, 

" I had hoped you were ftudying how 
to ,be. induftrious and independent ; to re- 
prieve the time and fortune you have fo 
cnielly mifpcnt. 

** You were, bred to the liw : perhaps, 
if you had pradtifcd it, you might now 
h^vc been in an eafy and comfortable 
fituation i but the addition of your uncle's 
cftate made you vaii^ idle, and diflipated. 

«f You are ftill young enough to pur- 
fue your original dcftination. Put yoiw- 
felf under the dircdion of fame lawyer of 

eminence ; 
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eminence; ftudy hardj be honefl: and dilis. 
gent. Purfuc this, courfe, and you niay re- 
trieve your fortune and char^fter, and be- 
come a good member of fociety. 

^^ If you do not, but continue idle and 
tepenfive, you will' become the contempt 
of all mankinds ^s I perceive you are to 
your prefent companions. 

^ Come home to me, poor, honeft, and 
ioduftriouSi and I will welcQnfie you to thy 
arms, and to my heart :.but, if'ypu con- 
tinue in your prefent fentiments, I will 
feck my fortune by myfelf. 
- ** If Lord A — r— fhould profvide for 
you in the way you mention, take notice, 
that 1 will not live with you in London. I 
hate the city, and defy all it's temptatiohsv 

" 1 beg you to find out fome other me* 
thod of convey aace; for I do nfae clnrfc'j 
that at} our letters jhould pafs thro4%h the 
hands of Lord A-*~--. 



!,;•/• 



f You value yourfelf upon kcepihg the ' 
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iefi ctnnfafiy^ who have led you to diQT- 
pation and ruin : but you have not yet 
fcjtriicd. wherein confifts thetrue fpirit of a 
gentleman $ it is, in being fuperior to every 
tiling mean, felfifh, and unworthy. 

^' Learn and confefs this truth, and I 
will call myfelf your faithful and aflfec* 
tionate wife. 



" F. Darnford.'' 

I fhould have told you, that Lady 
B-^*-^'s letter covered two Bank-n<it3es, 
of fifty pounds each. 

I paid my bed acknowledgments for her 
unmerited friendfliip and kindnefs. I de-- 
clined her propofai, becaufe I feared poor 
Darnford would have need of me,, and I 
could not give him up entirely. 

I would not refufe all her favours, and 
therefore I kept one of the notes, but re- ' 
turned the other^ alTuring her that I was 
not in want of money, nor at preient likely 
CO be: I wiflied to prefervc her invaluable 

friendihip i 
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friendlhip; and there might be a time 
when I might be permitted to convcrfc 
v/ith her perfonally. In the mean while, 1 
bagged her to honour me with her cor^^ 
rcJpondencc. 

I wrote to Counfellor M— -, my fa- 
ther's executor* I told him my pad and 
prefent fituation ; I deQred his advice and 
ainftance in regard to letting the Hall, 
and what price 1 fhould aik for it. 

He anfwered me, very kindly, that, as 
ibon as I knew when the gentleman would 
come 4own, I {hould let him know, and 
he would meet him there. 

Mr.Frampton wrote word by his (teward, 
that he would come to Darnford Hall 
the following week. I gave notice to Mr* 
M , and he came the day before. 

Mr. Frampton brought with him ano- 
ther gent lemai^ and his fteward, who was 
an attorney* 

They talked over the bufinefs with Mr* 

M > 
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M*— - ; and, after fomc alterc^ion, Mu 
Frannpton took the houfe (or three year$ 
certaii), ready furniihed,. with all the land 
about it^ the farming dock and cattle, and 
every thing upon the premifes; coodition- 
ing to leave eycry thing, i^ all pelpedbs, as 
good as he found it. 

I had before-hand taken a few necefla*^ 
ries for my own ufe, and fcnt them to roy 
hew lodgings, where every thing was pre- 
pared for my reception ; and I agreed, to 
give up the houfe the week following. 

^ Mr, M aflured me, that Darnford 

had dill many debts unpaid ; but he did 

not know the extent of them. He advifed 
• '* • • 

ihe to fet apart the rent of the Hall and 
farm -, and, at every year's end, to pay off 
fo much of the debts. 

I begged hhn to enquire into them, and 
to fend me an account of them. 

I offered to pay him fu> his fervices j 
but be refolutely refufed to accept it, fay- 



.^CnOOlL ' FOtr* WlDOWtv its i 

> 

ing> hovife oveI^paid^^>y the iattafadkiii-it'' 
gtre him to ferte a daughter of Mr. Lair-^ 
xfun^ whom her rclatioiis had abandoned^to 
her ill fortune. He defired me to confvlt 

r 

hhn as often as I fliould have occafion. > 
As foon as the gentlemen left Darnford 
Hall> I removed into my new lodgings 
where I was joyfiUly received by Mr, Moylc 
atKl his fanaily. My old pupil defired to 
receive new leffons from me ; and her two 
/ifters envying her advantages, I taught 

them all. ' 

« 

I thought I perceived in myfclf a talent 
for the education of youth j and I refolyed, 
if I fliould be reduced to indigence, to 
undertake fomethingof this fort. 

I read many books of this kind ; I 

I 

wrote remarks on them ; I drew plans of 
fcminaries of education. In (hort, I ehr 
deavoured to qualify myfclf for this em^' 

ployment j and one of my plans was after- 

* • ■ 

wards realized. 

« _ 

I wa$ 



.'I was not unhappy in this ikuattoii^ 
excepting when Darnford came acrofs my 
thoughts; I pitied him^ but coi^Id no 
4onget* efteertt him : arid I c6nfefi, at timts, 
fomething tdo much like contcinpt for 
him arofe in my mind ; but I thccked' it, 
and refolved tb fulfil my duty, however 
painful and diftreifing it might be to me. 

Mr. Frampton's family came to the 
Hall. ^ They had acquired a fortune ih 
India. They were proud and ft^ifely, al^ 
fuming the ftyle, and expefting the ha- 
ulage, of princes. 

If Darnford's pride gave ofi^etlce, think 
what thefe, his fucceflbrs, gave! It put 
people upon enquiring after their origin. 
*rhey difcovered that Mr. Frampton and 
his wife were both adventurers : that they 
"were nurfed in the bofom of Indigence; 
and that, being raifed to. afffucnce, they 
knew not how to behave to others, lefs 

fortunate. 
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fortunftle, but not lefs dcfervingj than 
chemfelves. 

I dOiUbted whether to vifit them m not : 
my pride came to my afliftance, and tiirned 
the fcale. Should I keep back from vifit^ 
ing them, it might &em as if I thought 
myfelf of too inferior a degree to alpirc to 
their acqudntance. They (hall not think 
fo; I will fliew them the contrary. 

Oh, my friend ! how often docs pride 
turn the fcalc of our aftions! even the 
beft have too often a tinge of it ! " Pride 
is ibe Serpent*s egg, laid in the bearis of 
all, but only batched hy fools and wicked 

men.** Would one thfnk this fcntcnce 
Vras written by a madman, in the midft 
of a thoufand follies and impertinencies ? 
Yes, it was ; by cra?y Johnfon, the author 
of Hurlothrumbo: yet many rational men 
have never faid any thing (o good in their 
whole lives. Many endeavour to conceal 
this quality y but it will dways break out 

at 
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;« feme time or other. I think it better 
to confefs mine, and to claim, the allow- 
ioce due to ingenuoufnefs. 

Tiic latent feeds of pride being thus 
ftirred up, I vifited the Franlptons. 

Madatne was a large woman, with a 
look of felf-confequehcc about her, that 
imprefled an idea of itfclf upon common 
beholders. : She affcded a kind of dignity 
that impofcd upon them 5 but, to thofe 
who looked beyond the furface, (he feemcd 
a veffcl of pride, whofe reverberation pro^ 
claimed it's emptinefs. Had a modeft 
and diffident mind inhabited that body, it 
would have been overlooked \ but the 
cpnfequence it gave itfclf, made it be diC- 
tinguiflied ; and fhe was called a fine wo^* 
mart. 

Mr. Frampton was very like, for a man, 
wkat his lady was for a woman, " /f man 
iff my. far tune! a man of nty confequencc!'* 
were the words ofteneft in his mouth : and 

he 
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he feemed to defpiie the bouie, as not fbit^ 
able to a man of his fortune, though it 
was known that he had lived in a cott^d 
in his childhood^ and wanted moft of the 
comforts and convenienciesof life. 

This great couple had two fons, and 
three daughters. They kept a private tutQi* 
for the young gentlemen, and a French 
governefs for the young ladies; and they 
were to be fafhionably educated. 

The eldcft daughter was the copy of her 
mother. 

The fecond had a look of modefty and 
good fenfe, but was brow-beaten and kept 
back, left (he (hould obfcure the merit of 

» 

her elder fitter. This was, in fad, of great 
advantage to her, as it obliged her to take 
Ibme pains to make herfclf agreeable. ' 

The third daughter was a difagrceable^ 
chattering, impertinent thing, whofetongtte' 

« 

never lay ftill^ and yet never fpokt to any 

purpofe* 

The 
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Tjic boys were forward^ igoorant^ and 
und«c-brod. 

This i$ a brief (ketch of the family*. 

They received mc with a kind of info- 
lent condefcenfion, which feemed to fay— ^ 
" Though I am your fuperior, I will deign 
to take notice of you.'* I have met with^ 
this behaviour often^ fince I was in re- 
duced circumfltances. 

Mrs. Frampton told mc of the abfurd 
pomp, and date in which Ihe had lived 
when in India ; the number of attendants 
by which (he was furrouodcd ; her various 
drelTes, her fine palanquins, her jewels, and 
ornaments. Every thing that (he had met 

in England was poor and mean, in com- 

parifon. Then, the great people that vi- 

fited them in London; the refpeft that 

was paid them by every body : in (hort, 

that they were a family of the firft confe- 
■ 

quence, and had expe£tations of being 

etanobled. 

I wi(hed 



scnoM* FOR wmovr^ ir^fi 

I willed (bat &e h^d a printed cat^-- 
Ipgue of all her fupefUtives^ to hauje giire^ 
to each of her vifitow, to have fparcd her 
the trouble tff detailing them» and them 
that of hearing theo). 

She feens^d to recollca: herfclf after- 
guards, She found I expr^d neither fur* 
jHiEc n<Mr admiration^ and that all hcf 
magnificence was loft upon me. 

She let me know that I was a very early 
vifitor. When tlie cards were brought^ ^ 
begged to be excufed playing; and^ as 

(bon as chey were fet down to Whift, and 
their attention fully engaged^ I took leave, 
and retired, heartily tired with my vifit. 

One day, the week following, Mrs.* 
Frampton and her daughter called upon 
me. They were attended by one of thofc 
hangers-on. wtch which they were perpe- 
tually furrounded; a made-up thing, that 
called itfelf a geniUnian. 

The ladies inyiced tne to dine with them. 

on 
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on liie 1rhurf<Uy« I thanked them for t^e 
hbDour they did me^ but b^^ leave tp 
decliae it. 1 1<^ thern^ that I was aH old-- 
ftfliioned woman, aod thiK I adhered to 
early hours of eating and floepoig ; that 
fafliionable hours did not agree with my 
health) ipirits, or fituation; that I coold 
not difturb the family I lived with^ nor 
break the reft of any of their fenr^s. 

They were furpr^ed to hear me talk in 
this way J for. they und^opd diat I had- 
^^^ in the world. 

« Yes, ladies/* faid I, " fo I have, for 
feven^and-twenty years; yet I never eon- 
formed to the manners of the faChional:^ 
part of it. I am fomecimes thought fin^ 
gular in mine ; but I 6q not wiAi to be 
thought fo, I only live to, my own fed- 
iBgs and principles. I do not pretend to- 
iftipof<: them upon others. 

"You will nor, then, dine with us, 
Mifiu^s Djunford V* (Ihe %oke tf thus.) 
1 . *? I had 



^ I bad ratter breakfaft with ycki^ M«* 
dam^ if f ou win permit mc/* 

*« Well, do as you pleaTe. Wc break- 
faft at twelve ; but every body comes and 
gees as they like; and the things ftand 
upon the table till two, or after/' 

^^ I will wait on you. Madam, on FiU 
day, if it is agreeable.*^ 

•* Yes^ do ; come on Friday. You muft 
fee my daughter's ingenious works, and 
hear her play on the farie pianOy and fuch 
like. I am told that you can draw snij 
pakit, and write very well : and you miift 
make acquaintance with my young folks $ 
for I hear a very good charaftcr of you, 
and that you had no fbare in y^ur huf-* 
batid's extravagance/' 

I made no reply to this compliment, as 
ihethodght it. 

My room was neat and plkin ; but it 
was ornamented with my own drawings 
and paifftk)gs J atd my hufb^nd^i pifture, 

Vou I, H done 



4oae by. myftK^ ^as ov^ the chimAcy* 
They leemed Airprized at the execution 9f 
4hem; and 1 found they knew Uctle or 
/Aothing of the att& they talked o& 

I wi(bed not to offend the Fiainp%tHis : 
therefore I went to breakfafl: with theni on 
the Friday, 

They received me in the dreffing-room^ 
Avhere I ufed to breakf;^, .and purfue my 
?little works of fancy. 

They were furroundcd by a fet of pa- 
rafites and hangers-on, who fed them, con- 
tinually with flatcery Co gro& tba( none 
but Aich fclf-admirers could digeft it. 
M Ainong thefe was a young man of a fu- 
perior kind. He looked and fpoke like a 
gentleman \ and his xomplinnenta had aa 
air of irony, which I wondered they^ did 
not perceive. His name ww Wflnciof. 

After breakfaft, Mifs FraniptoB was re«* 

,quefl:ed to play and fing. She did both 

very poorly i but ihe wa$ prAifed above 

ft 

. meafiire« 



ixttaibre; Her.inbdiei^fatd^ Ac «plf waiited 

bad OD iuck #aitt;. 

The fecoidriadf |>1ay:dd zh ceSyicsSSok 
IftBcbvbetcer than heriifter^i ^ ^ 1 

dinedit. 

Mr. 'WHtaot wged me. I fak!; I could 
«K>t'play after Mifs Frampton. He looked 
at me with an exprcflion that I uVideHlood 
•plainly, butdid iibrfccm to do. 

There was an air of freedom and fa- 
miliarity m Ins manner, that did not pleafe 
Smej and f deterrhiiied to difctrafage it. 

Mrs. Frampton commended thy Ikill in 

drawing, and my pi^utes. Mr. Wllmot 

'Pegged he might be permitted to fee thenfi. 

' I faid, that, during my hufband s abfence, 

I received no viGts-fromgentlerhenJ 

J- .■'*■' . • • * ■ • > 

-" ♦^ With lis, yoii will fufFer'him'to call 

• Upon * you,'' faid Mifs 'Frampton, Vho 

^'ft^tned'to faot ort'Vyilmet ai her admirer. 

H a I was 
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. . I .was frefle4 tx> fpend the day ; but I 
diofe to. rbcura by, Mr^ Moyle's hour c£ 
dinner. Mr. Wilmot oSetcd to attend me 
iiome. but I would not fiifier k. , 

The next mpming, he calted on xa% 
but w^ not admitted. He left a n^fc^y 
of the fineft flowers. From this tioie, I 
was difturbed with the continual vifits of 
this Mr. Wilmot^ who fent me a nofegay 
every morning. 

I never faw him but when |ie came with 

the ladies from the Hall. He then faw 

my drawings and paintings. He did not 

!^i praifc them extravagantly j;. but, turning to 

me* he faid^ in a low.voicer-^* Merit like 

u n yours. Madam, is fupcrior to flattery, and 

'•'■'• ■" ■ .' • " ' . 

above praifc 5 but I pay that homage which 

it bcfl: deferves.** He put his. hand upon 

his heart, and bowed gracefvilly. , ^ , , 

The ladies wcf e attentive to the-pidures, 

and he pbfervcd it. His behaviour to me 

J _ 

was. very different from his attentions to 
— them : 
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riieni : it was rcfpcftful and modei^s and' 
ihewed politcncfs of manner?, and an ini-* 
proved underftanding. 

Some days after, in a walk to the Street, 
as it was called, Mr.Wilmot overtook, the.-. 
Sally Moyle was with mej for I never 
walked out without fome companion. 

He accoftcd me politely; and, after 
fome converfation, he begged me to per- 
mit him to vifit me. He jfaid, he had 
often been honoured with the acquaint^ 
ance of accompli(hed women, and won- 
dered that I Ihould be fcrupulons of re-* 
ceiving him. 

I anfwered, that I was particularly cir* 
cumftanced ; that my hufband was gone 
abroad, and I had my chara£ler to guard 

• * • « 

by myfelf; that I was not blind to merit/ 
that his company and converfation would 
be very agreeable to me, if Mr. Darnford 
was at home to fliare them with me } but^ 

H3 in 
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in my fouadon^ I otiglit to ibftain' firow 

aU ^pcarancc of cviL 

He conibflcd that my conduft was right 

vA commendable^ but lamented the efftfts 

of it. 

He ridiculed the Framptons with feme 

humour. I rallied him upon his behaviour 

towards t^em> and his applaufe? of M}^^ 
!: Frampton : I faidj what ^ould I think of 

f^ " his fincerity ? 

if 

* , He anfwcred— ** Try it by yo*ir own, 
my dear Madam- Why did you fey, you 
could not play after Mifs Frampfcnv smd 
ii deny us the pleafure of hcariD'g.ydu l^ 

^^ <« 1 can anfwer yovi fairly^ Sir. Sup- 

;5 ' pofwig I do pUy better thab Mift Framp- 

ton, (which is more than y^u' can know) 
' vfoxiU it have been wife in me to excel her, 
ah^d to rsfife her envyandjealoufy, and per- 
hap^ to Incur the refentment of tlic whole 

farifilv? I did not wifii to ibine at their 

, expchce^ ' 
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cxpeQCC> nor to attraft notice : it is my, 
wifli to (hun it ; and I beg you fa far t(y 
comply with it, as not to be feen in my 
company without that of the family." 

He faid, he would obey rrie, whatever \t 
coft him i and he would fhorcen his vifit 
10 the Hall^ for that reafon. 

As foon as we came within fight of rha 
Street, I took Ieave> and begged him toi 
feturn. 

He retired with great reluAance, and 
eliten looked back after me. 

I had many invitations to the Hall^ but 
declined them as often as I could witbout 
offence. I forbore to walk out on an even- 
ingi excepting in the grounds belonging ta 
Mr. Moyle's farm. 

I amuied myfclf with various employ- 
ments* I enjoyed the beauties of nature]^ 
and obferved them,, in their relpedliye^ 
feafons, with encreafed reverence ^nd' 
adoration r 

H 4 I had 
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I had fcYcral letters from Daraford. 
comp^^doed of my fevcri ty 5 he protefted 
againft the law, as a dry and difagreeabic 
ftudy; he grew tired of his company ^ they 
ridiculed his manners and charader; he 
was tired of this new mode of idlenefs, and 
knew not what next to try -, but he coukl 
BQt, find any employment or refource. 

Darnford's letters came always under 

covers from Lord A . I made fliort 

anfwers, and fuch as any perfon might fee 
without injury to either of us; recom* 
mending integrity, induftry, and inde- 
pendence. 

I received a letter from Mr. Wilmot, as 
follows-^ 

" MADAM, 

** Every word of yours goes diredlly 
to the heart ; and I feel more concern to 
acquit my felf to you, than to any pcrfori 
living. You accuf^d mc of infincerity : I 

wiU 
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will endeavour to dear myiclf of this 
charge,' before I leave this country* I 
came to Darnford Hall with a defign to 
pay my addrefles to Mife Frampton, I 
had been told^ that fhe was an accom«. 
pliihed and amiable young woman ; that 
her .father would give her twenty thoufand 
pounds in his life-time, and a farther ex^ 
pedation at his death. I confeis that the 
htttef confideration was not without, it'^ 
weight ; but it was not fuffident to in^ 
duce me to give my hand to Mifs Framp-^ 
ton. I hope I have too much honour and 
principle to marry awoman whom I can* 
not efteem. During my vifit at the H^l^ 
I faw a woman whoni I admire above any 
I ever faw in my lifcj and, was (he at 
liberty to accept my vows, I would offer 
them to-morrow. I am denied the liberty 
tb vifit her ; but fhe liiall fee my heart, be-'' 
fore I bid her an. eternal adieu. Her ho-* 
nour, and her peace, are dearer to me than 

ri 5 my 
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my own. May flie be happy, whatever be* 
comes of me ! She is pctufiaftf circum- 
ftanced : and fo am I ; who fee a gefti of 
ineftimiibk value thtowti aWa^ UfOn' ^ 
man who is infenfible of iC^ pri€e> ftlid »»*• 
wort!) jr to poffels it. 1 beg yoti, Miafdtoh,, 
to tell this charmiDg womift> #hki li Mil 
known to yoti, that 1 Aall never fceirife txi 
fove her, to blefe her, ted to pwy f er Ifer^ 
lb lotfg as I b«v* atiy «ilte»ce. Map 
fvery bfcflSng Heaven «» b^ftiw, Ugfc« 
%jpon her head ^— Sa Jirty^ «w* departsj, 
kcr 'admirer, friend, and fenrWt,^ 

** J. C. WfLTaor/** 

This letter gaTfe me pain : 1 wiffied 1 
Ud never feen it. 1 will confefe to ifty 
friend, that I never faw a man more to my 
tafte than Mr. Wilmot. There was foul ia 
every, glance of his eye, and graee in every 
motion and attitude, 

I rgoiced when he left the Hall, aiii 
wilhed never to fee or hear of bim, frowfti 

that 



SCHOOL FOR WIP0W$. 179 

that day forward to the end of my life :: 
yet he would* iometimes intrude vpwi my. 
tisoughts. 

I left Ijondoa t^e 2Qth of May» and^ 
i|)ent my time as I have related^ durmg^ 
the months of Junc,,Jaily* find 4^uguO; on;^ 
the laft day of which^.Iwas fyrpri«dl>yf an. 
unexpeAed vi0jj from Mr. D^rnfordi. 

I ilfipofir that I isecdved hioD. coldly ;.fbr 
he comfhancd of k> faying-**-^^ I thought 
n>y Fanoy would hawe been glsdXQ&tnfi^^ 
after fo long an abfence.^ 

•* I fhouid fee glad to kfi yop» Mr#. 
Darnfordj if you were come. to any end or 
purpofe. Are your a{&irs finally fettled ?• ** 
—No,, they were not, 

** What, then, do you propofe to do?'' 
*— LiOrd A " "had a place in his eye, and 
was fpliciting for him : in the mean time, 
he had given him an apartment in his. 
houfe } they were c6me to the cottage, and 
ihould go a-fhooting on the morrow. 

H d *' And 
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^' And what next aie you to do ?*'— No 
ttplj to that. 

*' Lord A ■ ' hopes you will come to 
tfs at the cottage^ and fpend a few wed^ 
Acre**' 

^ Indeed, I wUl not/' 

** Then I fhall live there all day, and 
tome ta fleep with you here/' 
- *' No, Sir, I do not confcnt to that* If 
you were the occupier of the meaneft cot- 
tage, and lived as a cottager ought to do, 
I would be your companion, and your 
fcrvant; but, while you are a voluntary 
dependant and hanger-on to others, I re- 
fufc to Ihare your lot. Seek your fortune 
t %, in your own way, as I will do mine in 

another." 

He fecmed vext and mortified : yet fee 

kept talking to, and playing with, two 
young fpaniels which he brought with him; 
and fometimes addrefled himfelf to me, at 

others to thcm# 

I was 
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I was fitting at a defk; and he faw I 
had been writing. ti 

'^* You are writing, perhaps, for the 
prefsi" 

*' I do not know that. While you are 
educating puppies, I am endeavouring to 
qualify myfelf to educate human creatures* 
Perhaps Lord A—— will promote you to 
be the mailer of his dog-kennel /'-^I was 
damnably fevere s it was more than he 
could bear. 

" Yes, you can bear worfe thmgs than 
that. You could bear the contempt of 
Mr. Bry^nftone and his friend ; yet it did 
not ftimulate you to aim at adivity and^ 
independence." 

" No, Madam ; I left them becaufc I 
could not bear fuch treatment.'* 

< 

" And you come home to the fame 
fituation with Lord A——." 
' ' Well, Madam, what then?' Do you 
wifli to fee me a day-labourer V' 

^' The 
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^ ^ The poorGft buflbandtnan io the viU 
tage is a better meaiber of focietjy and* £t 
more fcfpcfbbk inan>^ thaa you^ Mr«. 
Daraford/* 

Tkis made him ai^ry; I wiflied ta ftir 
the ittfatrgy of indifiereace. I preached,, 
aa iie called? it,, till he went away ; hy\sxg^. 
he hoped^ the oeact time he qaUfi^ lo findi 
iM in » better tempos;. 

The ficxt day, at noon^ Lewd A— •< — 'i* 
fervant brought a lealh of partridgc&>. amii 
ihe following note-^^- 

^ IjOV> A— ~ and Mr. Damfbrd re*- 
i|ueft Mrs/ Damford's acceptance of their 
morning's game. They mill do them*- 
mves tfae-pleafiire t» &p with her, at mne* 
ofclock, if not forbidden* Toaiiem itwilB 
be a dini^ie^ as they. Aall nojt return home- 
till near that hour.. They deQre Mrs*, 
will provide noching dfc/*' 

fiftif* 



I Ceiit miti, I ^t&tkd br gJMii ti& fee 
them. I iStbHOi ri^tit^i of oQt h«rfltAe& 
to Darrtferd j arid yfet hfe^ Indtflfbrehce fty 
Bis btm affiuKS provoked md to %ci^ i$, 
Idhf. 

In the e^hihg, Itttt A-~*^ fih^tit* 
bmaghr a Frehch pye, froiti-tarts, fix: 
bottles of wiae, knives and ft^is, &c* 

The butler fakJ> his lord begged I wouMI 
cxeufe thfe Kbetty^ knowing that toy e6n- 
vehiencies of thui kBd t^dfe left at the 
HalL 1 was not pleafcd witli this free* 
dom ;. but I woidd not quarrel with him t 
I woaH allow it once^ but £btbid it the 
next time it was offered;. 

The]r came between eight and nixiev 

Darnfoid paid me as much refpeft as if E 

bad been- a duchefs« " Lord bleft me 1** 

dieughi ly ^ if this mifi had married » 

fhf^w^ (he wbutd have had mofe influence 

dver httrif and perhaps mi^t have tffed k 

«» better mlrpdi^.*' 

*^ Lord 



J Jjord Ar*"--^<k^i&dtiie with his ufaal 
politcnefs, and paid me many compliments 
on my good looks, and afterwards upon 
nog lodgings : be had beard they were meaa 
oncsi but I made every place deli^tful 
that I honopr?d with my prcfcnce. 
■ I hegged him to wave compliments^* and 
to fjpeak the plain language of the country 
ID a poor cottager like me. 

I was rather conflrained in my beha« 
yiour, and kept them at a polite diflance. 

They talked of the fports of the field, 
the goodnefs of the feafon, and fuch kind 

of fubje6ta# 

Darnford enquired, bow the. family at 
the Hall had behaved to n)e. I faidj very 
well 5 they had paid me every kind of 
civility. 

He faid, they complained of my fliy- 
nefs, and wiflied to have more of my 
oempftny. I replied, that I neithcir liked 

their hour8> thcif flylci ttor their man- 
ners i 
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ne^s ; and I wifhed to ke^p at i civil 
diftance. 

« Ah!" faid Lord A — ^, ««^yoti know 
too vrell how to keep thofe you do not 
like at a diftance/' 

*V That is better, my lord^ than being 
too obtrufive and familiar/' 

** No danger of that from you, Madami 
but much to thofe who afpire to your 

friendihip, without fufiicient merit to de- 

fcrve it." 

* 

Darnford blamed me for being (b fhy^ 
and fo hard to be plealed^ 

The gentlemen did not leave me till 
twelve o'clock, though I gave them many 
hints that it was time ; and that I thought 
it cruel to keep fervants up late, eipecially 
thofe that worked hard all the day* 

Lord A—- hoped I would return their 
yifit fbon. I curtfied, and was filent. 

Darnford called upon me mp& days : he 
brought mie gamc> and (hewed me as m^ch. 

attention 



'.p 
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attention as when be was courting me for 
a wife, 

I felt pity and concern for him, *« If," 
faid I, *^ this man's undcrftanding is not 
ftrong enough to (hew hfrn the errors of his^ 
conduft, perhaps he is more to be pitied 
than blamed; and yet, by the fantc way of 
leafontng, one might excufe and extenuate 
every fault men can be guilty of. Right 
and wrong may be known by almoft every 
degree of undcrftanding; and every maa 
may know and praftifc the great duties 
of morality, and the facial and doaieftic 
»i Tirtucs.** 

Lord A-~— fent a card by Mr, Darn* 
^ij^ ford, requefting me to fix a day to dine* 

at the cottage, and to name my own* 
hour^ 

I accepted this eompliment,^ oecaufe % 

intended to avail myfelf of it, by not go-r^ 

ing a» often as fte Ihould invite n>e r I 

therefore named the houc of thrce^ 

"^ Lord 
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Lord A- ' ■ ' received me with polke- 
ncfs and rcfpcft. He wlihed I would cae 
i*ith them ofoen : poor Darnford- com- 
plained that Ifctpt hitn at a: great diftAnce, 
and' v^ifhed to enjoy tny company more* 
fi-cquently. 

I wifhed that poor Darnford had more 
prudence than to make Lord A— his 
cbhfidant^ efpecially in what concerned mer 
but' I niuft be the more cautious. 

After the firft vifit, I was urged to go 
tb the (fotfage alnioft every day. I ex* 

£aufted all my ftocic of contrivances to 
evade it^ and at length was obliged ^to 
give a politive dental. Darnford argued^ 
perfuaded, wheedled i but all to no puj^- 
pofe. 

t was invited to meet Ijord A an4 

Mr« Qarnford at the* HalL I made the 
fame rulo of conduft ; to go odgCs that 1 
might not ieem to flight their favoursir 
but not to go a fecond time» 

I heard^ 
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i 1 heard, that Mrs. Frampton faid I Wa* 
an edd kind of woman j I was fa refervedy 
ihe could get nothing oiit of me, artd that 
I was very afieded and conceitedi ^that 
Mr, Darnford was a very genteel and 
agreeabk man, and that Lord A—— was 
charming and delightful. 

Mifs Frampton dreft at him, and played 
and fung; and her mother diiplayed all 
her accomplifliments to no purpofe* The 
cruer man (hewed, no figns of admiration 
or attention; he did not deign to flatter or. 
^ompliment} he was dumb, blind, and in* 
fcnfiblej he feemeci devoted .to the fporta 
of the ^ld> and Beauty fpread her nets in 
vain. 

r 

I copied fome rare and curious draw- 
ings. I worked embroidery with my pu- 
pils: I contrived to have them iBewn to 
the Frampton^, and offered to be^foldj 
as the works of an Italian artift ,and his 
wife. 

They 
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They bought them at 9 good price j 
they took down thofe done by the Mils 
Framptotis, and put thefe up in their 
places* 

,Afcerwards> :diey told all that had not 
i{^p ths others^ that they wefc done by 
Mifs Fracnpton> and the fonner ones by 
the younger daughters. 

Lord A ■ ■ wap oblig^ to leave the 
cottage ii^oner than he intended: he o£- 
£etcd it to Damford, who was to ftay there 
till either my lord returned, or elfe till he 
went to town, and then he would let hitt% 
know. , 

l^sirnford tried all^ his powers of pe^fua* 
fion tQ.itiduoe ftie to gd to him at the cot- 
tage; but'Iwas fitmly refoJved againft it: 
I ftrove toi make him fenfible of the impro- 
priety of.it; but his Mncbalance was equal 
CO my inflexibility, and neither: could con* 
. yindc tjieother^^ 

JHEf grew tired of living alone at the 

cottage. 






*' ^•l><i■ll>l 
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"cotuge^ thoctgh he mm n^m^f^ a wcjkctJme 
gueft at the HalL 

He law rine aknfft eisei^ 4scfi aod I 
never rcfufed him my company. He re- 
.^>ix>ached me tor the coid^ft 4S£ my beha- 
viour> and I fet agi^inftk th^ abfurdity 
'of his. 

One morning early, I was fiirpriwd bjr 
t A letter that informed 4iie he had left the 

> <:ountry, and I might d\w& t6 bim at 

* A— — Houic in JLondon^ 
''" What I could not pitemnt, I ibbmitted 

to; and X expeded nothing but a con- 
tinuation of folly and misfortune. * 

Parnfocdnrrote melfeveral letters^ I an-> 

Iwered thenvery orieft)r. Hte^told nte^ I no 

longer loved nor cared for him tT replied, 

.that when he (hould foi£&e bis vanities 

;and fplUe^ and jlive Jike.a man of reafon 

, and principle^ he ihovld find an afirftion- 

ate and faithful wife in mr^ «that t- (faould 

QOt ceafe to pray for that iimc» iK>r to 

make 



fXMk<^. kb hoflom* and iotenft mine iupcm 
aQ occafions. . ' 

He veiit to Londpa in Novemberi the 
f ratnptons .in December. 

I tmploytd my tm€ in teadrng^ wrhingy 
Rawing, and needto-werk. 

I grew fond of gardening % and, amtdft 
my various avocationsj the days were too 
ihort for me. I vifited nowhere but at 
the re£tor% and at a gentleman farmer's 
^ in the fame pariih. I had been fkirmiih- 
ing with Poverty at a diftance for (bme 
time> and preparing for her nearer ap- 
proach. I tried the experiment of felling 
my little works of fancy; and found it 
would do as an aidj but not as an entire 
fupport. 

I had monies by me, which I carefully 
kept as reiburces ; and I would not allow 
myfdf to fpend a penny idly, for I mzde 
no doubt I ifaould have calls enough upon 
me in future. 

Darnford 
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Darnfond wrote mc word« due he had 
been very ill : that he came home late in % 
heavy (hower of rain ; that he had cai^ht 
cold» and had a good deal of fever^ Lord 
A - ■' ■■ was out of town at the ttme; thaC 
he fent for his lordJQiip's apothecary to 
attend him> and he was now getting 
Ijetter^ that he wanted money to pay 
the apothecary's bill, and if I could 
Ipare him fome, he Ihould be obliged 
tome. 

I had long expefted this demand^ and 
was prepared for. it. I fent him a bank 
note for ten pounds. I was convinced^ that 
if I fent him more, he would fquander it 
awayj and that fmall fums were beft for 
him. 

He thanked me for it, as if it was more 
than he expcftcd,from mc. 

One morning, the loth of February, 
when I came down to breakfaft^ I found 

two letters upon my tablei one under 

a cover 
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a cover frcm Lord A- " ' y the other a 

poll letter. 

Th^firft<c(imtained two letters that fol- 
low here— 

" MADAM, . 

** I AM cor.ccrncd to be the mef- 
fenger of bad tidings. -At tny return ' to 
tDWO, I found Mr. Darnford uncler' con- 
finement, within the rules c^ the Court of 
King's Bench* His creditors have made' 
repeated applications for payment; they 
laid in wait to arreft him^ but, by advice 
of an attorney, he has thrown himfelf into 
a place of perfpnal feCurity. I have lent 
him money ait different times to a con- 
fiderabie amount ; and am advifcd not to 
go any farther, as there is no likelihood of 
repayment. I fend his dinner every day 
from my own table, and will perform 
every aft of fricndlhip that prudence will 
allow. I am forry, for your fake, that 
there is ^;io better profpeft before you; 
Vol. I. I but 



y 



'> 
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but you will not pcrrpit me to be your 
friend. By dcfire of Mr. Darnford I fend 
the enclofed ; and anrij Madao^, your moft 
humble fcrvant, ^^ ^ „ 



^ DEAR FANNY^ 

<M AM forry to infomi you^ that 

my creditors have been very urgent with 

■••• " 

^ me to fettle accounts with thcni. I bare 

confulted an attorney^ and he has advifed 
me to live within the rules of the King's 
Bench^ and fo to keep them at bay till 
I can pay them. I am here, and very ill 

befide ; if you were with me, I fliould be 
:c: more comfortable j but I have no reafon, 

•nor no right, to expeft it. I confefs, that 
I only am to blame, and that you deferve. 
a better lot : however, if you would be fo 
good as to come to me, it would be very 
kind indeed* but do as you think beft, 
and I will reiign to my unhappy fate. 

« Lord 
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" Lord A—— is my bed friend j he 
vifits me, and fends me every 'day pro- 
vifions from his own table, and bids me 
hope for better days. Let me hear from 
you, if I cahnot fee you ; and believe vm 
always, yours mod afiedionately, 

^' Georoe Darnforp.** 



'^ MADAM, 

*^ I HOPE you are prepared for 
misfortunes, which threaten to be of no 
Ihort duration. Your hufband has thrown 
himfblf into the rules of the King's Bench, 
and his creditors will not accept of any 
thing Ihort of the full payment of all his 
debts. I make no doubt, that you will be 
urged again to give up yourfcttlemcot, iti 
order to fct him free; and I fear you will 
not have courage enough to rcfiafe At. If 
you come ^o town, call upon me, and 
don't fcruple to confult me on any occsl^ 

I 2 (ion ; 



.♦■ 
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fion ; I fhall always giv^ you my advice 
freely, and you may command my beft 
ferviccs. Bear up, and take courage; 
Heaven will fupport ahd reward thofe 
virtues which it permits to be the moft 
feverely tried: I am convinced of your 
merit, and of your fortitude, and that you 
will come out like pure gold, that is tried 
and purified feven time$ in the fire. I am 
always, dear Madam, your faithful friend 
and fervant, „ j^ j^ „ 

Thefe letters did not overfet me: my 
mind feemed to colled itfelf, and to bear 
\)p againft evils which it had not deferved. 



^.:^i and could not avoid. 



1 fat down immediately, and wrote to 
my hufband— 

" DEAR MR. DARNFORD, 

**■ You have a right to call upon 
mtf to- come and ftiare your troubles, as 
1 have (hared in your profperity. It is 

my 
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ftiy duty to attend you, to nurfe, to com- 
fort and fupport you. Exped mc in a 
few days, not to condemn. or reproach 

you, but to perform all the tiiofl: tender 
offices of love and friendfliip, and to 
convidce you that I am, moft truly, your 
aiTedbionate and fjuchful wife, 

" F. Darnford/* 

> 

« 

I put this letter into a cover diredled to 

Lord A , and wrote a very brief note 

as follows-— 

*' MY I^ORD, 

". I THANK you for the information 
you have given me, and beg the favour of 
you to- fend the enclofcd to Mr. Darnford 
without delay. I am your lordlhip's moft 
humble fcrvant, 

" F. Darnford." 

• i thought it unneceflary "to write to 

Mr. M , as I hoped to fee him 

flionly. • • ' ' 

1 3 Ifcnt 






198 SCHOOL FjOR widows. 

I fcnt my letter to tli€ poft, and then 
packed up my clothes and linen 3 and the 
day folio wii^ my fervant went with me to 

N J and we went in the ftagc to Lon^ 

don the day after. 

When we arrived at the kkn, I took a 
hackney-coach^ and went diredly to the 

King's Bench rules. I enquired the way^ 
and, after fbme diiEcuIties» found out the 
place where my hufband was, in a forry 
lodging, and laid upon a bed. 

I got a porter to carry my portmanteau^ 
and my fervant carried her own box. I loft 
no time till I found Mr. Darnford. 

He was fo furprized at my expedition, 
that he hardly believed his own eyes. He 
received me with tranfports of joy : he 
called me his good angel, his only love, 
his only treafure. I was too good, and he 
could never dcferve or repay my kind- 
peft. 

I defircd him to be compofcdj I wa^ 

come 
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come to (bare his lodgings, but he muft 
tell me where to get a bed formy fer- 
vant. I lent for the landlady, Darnford 
told her I was his wif?; he afked her to 
provide a bed for the fcrvant, which fbc 
proniifed to do. 

I dcfircd her to procure us fome refrefli- 
ment* Darnford fat down with me, and 
ate a few mouthfuls : he drank a glafs of 
wine; his eye was brightened, his counte- 
nance cheered, and he feemcd another 

mary« 

I had brought ihcets with me, and aired 
them before I put them up. . When my 
maid had taken fome rcfrefliment, 1 af- 
fifted her in making the bed, and putting 
the room into fome order, for Darnford hai 
only a cafual attendant. 

I fat down, and was converfing witTi 
my huft>and, when Lord A — — entered 
the room. He feemed like one thunder- 
ftruck ; he could not fpeak prefemly. 

1 4 Darnford 
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Darnford cried out — " Here flic is> my 
bed and deareft treafure! You faid, (be 
would not comci but flic is better than 
you or I could conceive. I have her now, 
and I will never more part with her.*' 

Lord A coloured; he looked un- 

cafyj he tried to aflume a more chearful 
afpefl, but it was not eafy nor natural. 
*' I rejoice to fee you. Madam. I was 
^ furprized ; I did not think you could have 
been here fo foon: this is kind, indeed!'*, 
" I am only performing my duty, my 
"; lord: there is no merit in it; {(ft it was 

:lj; likewife my inclination to attend my hufr 

r banc).'* 

" Mrs. Darnford cannot poffibly lodge 
here,*' faid my lord. 

" Indeed I can, and will, my lord: 

wherever my hufband lodges, I chufe to 

be." 

" That was not always the cafc, Madana*" 

*' It is the cafe now, riiy lord: I come 

to 
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to* ntirfc him, and I truft that office to 
no other handJ 

• Darnford gazed at me with unufual 
tcnderncfs ; he grafped my hand, and 
looked with an air of triumph. 

Lord A' looked confufed and 

, • » • 

gloomy J and I could not think what 
ailed him. 

He foon left us, as if to conceal his 
uneafincfs. Darnford fpoke highly of his 
friendlhip and afFeftion. I faid, we mull 
confider whether his aftions would prove 
them ; for my part, I was not convinced 
that we owed him any obligation, but 
I would not juft then enter upon the 
fubjeft. 

I fliarec^ my hufband's homely bed; 
and we flcpt more comfortably than we 
had ever done in Lord A— — 's palace, 
^' wifb all appurtenance and means to 

hotr 

. Darnford was full of acknowledgments 

1 5 for 
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.--fbr nvf coming : he had not been fo happy 
a long time* 

" If my company really contributes to 
your happinefs, it is in your power to have 
it conftantly." 

•* Certainly I wiih it^ and would do any 
thing to obtain it from you/' 

^* I will (hew you the only way. Give 
up your. cxpoElations and dcpendancc upon 
Lord A—; go with me into the coun^ 
try^ and live in a cottage : I will love you 
i better than ever I did^ and (tudy to make 
you happy ; I will decorate our little cot- 
tage, and make it a paradife/* 

" But, how is it poffible, when I dare 
not ftir beyond the Rules ?'* 

"I will make it pradicable. I will 
give up my fettlemcnt voluntarily^ which 
I refufcd upon compulfion^ We* will 
live upon the rent of Darnford Hall ; and^ 
if any thing more is wanting^ thefe hands 
IhaH furnilh the means for ir» It wiil be 
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my honour, and my prid«, to wchm from 
ruin the man whom Heaven has midc my 
parmer and companion for lift." 

He Teemed to refleft upon what I had 
faid : it feemed to give him pain. 

" Oh, Fanny ! what have you faid ?— 
Give up Lord A^— - ! my pai^on^ friend, 
and benefactor ! the man upon whom all 
my future hopes depend !" 

^* The man who has led you into the 
path of ruin; into diffipation, extrara^ 
gance^ gambling ; and who has now got 
you into fool's paradjfe." % 

" Give up Lord A— — > leave London, 
and bury myfelf in obfcurity !" 

*' Better than being buried in floth ar\d 
flavery. Oh, Diarnford ! think that Heaven 
fpeafcs by me-,, that it warns you of the 
dangers that furroiind you ; that it once 
more ihews you the path of peace. If you 
flight the offer, it may never again come 

16 in 
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in your way. Confider ^eili for, perhaps^, 
your fate depends upon your anfwer." 

He was (ilcnt. He walked backwards 
and forwards in the room. His com- 
plexion, which uled to indicate health and 
chearfulncfs, was now grown fallow and 
unhealthy ; his body emaciated ; and his 
ftep weak and tremulous. 

The tears trickled down my checks, my 
\)ofom heaved with fighs, to fee the al- 
teration. 

I urged his health as a motive ; I faid, 
that the country air, fobricty, and temper- 
ance, would reftore bis health, and his 
morals : he would fee, that happinefs did 
not depend upon affluence and luxury, but 
upon peace of mind, and health of body j 
that more real happinefs was to be found 
among the middling and lower degrees of 
men, than among thofe diftinguilhed by 
rsnk, title, or fortune, 

I fpokc 
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I Tpoke with- cafncftnels, till my yoiqe 
faltered. Darnfprd iaw me afifeded : he 
came and embraced me. > 

"• Ohi my- Fanny I -what can I da ?'^ 
, •* Qomply with ;. my ^ pTapofal.t Yoy 
ought to accept it with baafport^ inftead 
of reliidaifcc/^ 

** Oh how can I promii^ what, I fear, 
I ihall not pcrforai ! •' 

" Not perfomi!.--Tbcn, do not :pro^ 
mife. Bur, you . mortify imd diftreii me. 
3 have only one more argument to urge. 
If you decline my offer, and chufe to re* 
main in. your prefent wret<:hed and fhame- 
ful fituation^ you will entirely forfeit my 
eftecm and afFc<5tion, and I will give you 
up to your fate 5 I will leave yoq to your 
well-chofen patron, and will feek my own 
fortune, and earn my bread by my own in- 
duftry. This is my fixed refolution. Con- 
fider of this till to-morrow, and then give 
me yo.yr final anfwer." 

. Wc 
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We were both filcnt fpr fiHne time».^nd 
filmed afraid of ipeaking to. each o^er« 

I ordered ftewed niutton and broth for 
our diuiner, to ht ready at tbfe^ o'clock. 
Juft as.l¥ie were fitting: down to it, a man, 
dreit like a cook, came in, followed by a 
fervant with a bafket. He iet on two 
covers ^ and the ferret fct on two bottles 
of wine, with all other appurtenances of 
the table. When the;^ had finiflied their 
bufincfs, they went wsray. 

" This is from Lord A—," faid 
Damford; *^ from that generous friend, 
whom you defire me to renounce !'^ 

** I do not wilh you to be ungrateful,, or 
unjuft, Mr. Damford. It would be eafy 
for you to give fuch reasons for retiring 
as Lord A—— muft approve. I fliould 
find no difficulty in a|ipe^ling to him ;- and 
perhaps I may, if you will not: but I Ihall 
lirgc it no fertKerjuft now.** 

Darnford urged mo to eat. I kept to 

my 
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my mutton atid broths .and did nor tcnach 
^her of tbe other difhe]». . 

Darnfbrd exclaimed — " Good God I 
how ftrcH^g fomc peopk's prejudices are?!*' 

<f Very true^ Mr. Darnifofd* The^ttne 
exclamation fuits me, as weH^ at leafV^ as 
k does you. I Wlfli to (hew you^ that I 
can be contented with one diib, plainly 
dreft; and I think it beft for health, aa 
well as cheapnefs.** 

He was gloomy and uncaiy. 

T 

** Win you drink a glafs of wine with 
mer 

•* Yes, I will, notwithftanding my pre* 
judices ; and I wiih both yours and mine 
may be cured by time and reafon.** 

He drank about a pint of wine, and 
would have drank more; but I begged 
him to take care of his health, and reftraiti 
himfelf. 

He faid — *' I thank you, my love, and 
fubmit to your reftridions,*^ 
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• ^^ Oh, that you Would, MnDarnford ! 
they ihould be onlythofe o^ duty, reafoni 
and prudence/' 

Our day pafied away heavily ; for neither 

of U8 was plcafcd with^the other, I urged 

Darnford repeatedly to comply with n^y 

ivopof^l* but could not get a pofitive 

. aafwer. 

He received feveral notes in the morn- 
ing, and wrote anfwers to them, but would 
not tell me from whence they eame. 

About three o'clock, Lord A came. 

He accolled me with his ufual eaie and 
freedom ; he hoped I had recovered the 
fipitigucs of my journey. I, on my part, 
hoped his lordfliip was well i as I thought 
"i-r- he feemed indifpofed the other night. He 

coloured ; faid, he was not quite well that 
night, but was now pcrfeftly fo : he was 
come to dine with us, if I did not forbid 
htm. I feared, it was we that were to dine 
with him, and was forry to be fo expcnfive 
— • to 
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to him. • He wifbcd I would not think of 
fuch trifl«s> whicli were oottiiRg between 
friends. 

Between three and four, the dinner cranny; 
three covers, a foup, and two others; a 
boiled, and a roalt, with wine, &c. .^ 

After dinner, we convcrfed on various 

fubjcfts. Lord A introduced that 

which was next my heart : he wiihed we 
could find fome ipeans to extricate Mr. 
Darnford from his difagreeable fituation. 

I felt myfcif, as it were, infp^ired. I took 

the lead. I told Lord A of my pro- 

pofal to my hufband ; and I called upon 
him to fecond mc. 

He fcemed furprized. He applauded 
me warmly : he faid, I Was one of the bed 
of wives, and of women ; and that Darn- 
ford ought to thiiik himfelf ihe mod for- 
tunate and happy of men, 

** You think, then, my lord, that he 
ought to promife me to perfprm the con- 
ditions I have mentioned." 

^* He 
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" He muft, he fliall perform them/* 



, * faid he : ** I will anfwcr for him." 

. ; ^^ Do you \it^x that, Mr. Darnford ?*' 

.«. Yes, i do," anfwcred he : "I will do 

ivhatevcr Lord A and Mrs, Darnford 

\ require of nne.*' 

' * - - ■ 

j; *' Theh he is to go into the country with 

s" 

?^< me, and to make his home there : that is 

d the condition T make/* 

fiic. 

*^ I agree to it,** faid Darnford. 

Lord A fecmed overjoyed that we 

were agreed ; and I began to think myfelf 



^ <w3 miftaken, and that he was really our friend. 



Lord A left us at nine o^clock, be- 

ing engaged to fpend the evening i and I 

.^ Mum"*" 

♦' " was moft compleatly deceived : my fufpi- 

cions were lulled to fleep, and I went to 
bed contented and eafy. 

The next day, Mr. Darnford's attorney 
came to him fevcral times. The writings 
were preparing, by which I was to give up 
f my 



my fettlement^ and Darnford ifras to be 
fet at liberty. 

I was full of hopes, that he wewld be 
reclaimed from his follies; and, in time, 
trould be all that I couFd wifh or defire 
him to be. 

The creditors and the lawyers met, and 
difcuffcd the fabjedt. The eftate in Effex 
was to be fold as foon as I fhould give up 
my right in it : they agreed to accept it as 
the laft dividend ; and, although it fhould 
not amount to the full fum, they promifed 
to give a difcharge. 

They met a fccond time at our ihabby 
lodgings. Lord A— ^ was prefent. It 

4 • 

was fuppofed, that the (iftate muft be fold , 
to a difad vantage. Darnford and T both 
gave up our right in it : I figned it chear- 
fuUy 5 but I dropt a tear upon the figna- 
ture. 

Lord A feemed affefled : he rofe^ 

and held his handkerchief to his eyes# 

He 
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He faid-^" Be of good cheer, Mrs. 
Darnford. This is a necefikry thing. Bet- 
ter and happier days will come forwards 
afterwards/* 

^^ I fear not, my lord: I have now little 
to expeft, or hope.** 

The eftate was to be fold at Garraway's. 
It wjis advercifed ; and we were to wait till 
all was finifhed. 

After the gendemen were gone, Ijord 

A endeavoured to keep up my fpirits : 

but I was fully fcafible of the facrifice I 
had made. 

Lord A promifed to attend the falc, 

and to be a bidder : he hoped it would not 
be difagreeable^ if he fliould be the pur- 
chafer, 

" Surely not !'* faid Darnford. " I 
had rather it (hould fall into your lord- 
fhip's hands, than any man's living/' 

I faid nothing : it was a matter of per- 

fc6t indifference to me. 

The 
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The day came when the eftatewas fold* 
Lord A was the purchafcr. 

He came to us with joy in his counte- 
nance. He took a hand of each of us— 
** The eftate is in the hands of your friend; 
he has given a fair price for it ; your cre- 
ditors are fatisfied ; and you will ibon be 
releafed from this odious place. I'v^ifh 
you would come to my houfe^ but I know 
Mrs. Darnford's fcruples. too well to ex- 
peft it. You muft have a lodging till the 
creditors have figned the releafes; and 
then you will go whither you pleafe.'* 

" Darnford, you muft fulfil your pro- 
mife. 1 have fomething to propofc for 
your fervice, before you leave town. At 
prefcnt, I only call to tell you thefe par- 
ticulars. I am engaged to-day, but will 
dine with you to-morrow. Farewel !" 

He beckoned Darnford. He followed 
him out. 

Whei 
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. When he returned^ he looked thought- 
ful and uneafy. 

I afked him, whether he had heard any- 
thing to vex. him. He iaidj no; nothing 
but what he knew before* 

I queftioned him farther^ but could get 
nothing from hini> though he was iliU 
uncafy* 

Lord A-^— fcnt word, that he Ihould 
dine with us at half an hour paft three. I 
begged of Mr. Darnford to tell him, I de- 
fired he would not alter his hours in com« 
plimcnt to me; that I knew he vrfually 
dined at a late hour, and I could fup very 
yell at his hour of dinner. 

" You may tell him fo yourfelf, my 
:*"'- dear/' faid he : ** you will have the fame 

opportunity/* 

" Darnford, there is fomething that 
llwcUs upon your mind : I wifti you would 
tell it me at once. I expe£t nothing good 5 
and, I hope, am prepared for the worft.'* 

He 
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He paufcd — hcfitetcd^— and then — 
** No," he faid, in a drawling wdy 5 *' no- 
thing to vex you, I hope, my dear/' 

Liord A did not cavot till the din* 

ner was ferred up, by bis own order, as 
ufuaL He looked gay and elevated, but 
a little burned. 

I told him what I had before laid ta 
Darnford. He faid, his hours were always 
adapted to thofe of his friends^ and begged 
me to fay no more upon the fubjed. 

After dinner, I afked, whether I might 
not look about for a lodging: I hoped 
Mr. Darnford would foon be at liberty. 

Certainly he would, my lord faid ; but I 
might as well ftay here a few days longer. 

I anfwered, that I cared not how Ibon I 
left London, and reminded Darnford of 
his promife. 

He had not forgot it -, he did not want 
to be reminded of it — " I will go into the 
country, if you infift upon jtt" 

«'Ido 
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... *« I do infill 4jn it/' 

.** WeiU I wiH keep my woid; but I 
will DOfcpfomt^: to Eve. there. atwayrs I 
will not be a prifoner, Madam." - 
[ /' The.promife runs, diat you IhaU make 
It yoi|r home. Sir. I do not mean to niak6 
you my prifoner, nor to hinder yoa from 
going -wherever yqa have/a.prpp^r.cJaU.'* 

" Very right. Madam/' faid .my lord: 
*' I hope to be able to fettle this point for 
you. Darnford (hall go down with you 
into the country. There is a houfc ready 
to receive you. I offer you my cottage: 
I will either give it, or lend it, or let it to 
you — which of them will beft fatlsfy Mrs# 
Darnford's unreafonable fcruples •, and I 
will never comc; there, but when you fh^ll 



invite mc." 



" My lord, I cannot accept it: you 

know I have often declined it. We are 

already under too many obligations to yon; 

arid I cannot, will not, encreafe riiem : I 

will not go to the cottage.'* 

" Yoa 



* ^' You will not receive* am obJtgaftioii 
I Ircxn yoor friend 1 Surelf, there is mom 

t pride ;tlian principle ui tfaisreCiifiii, Mi^ 

" Perhaps there m^: but it Is i pride 
I wtll^ievcr part wi$hi a ptidc that yoti 
cannot but approve in your heart, what- 
ever circumftances may induce you jo 
^ak againft it." 

He coloured, and looked confufed.^ He 

^ 

rule, and walked to the window : he 
ieemed to be crying to harden his bearr. 

He then came to me, and renewed his 
attack. He kneeled to me; he took my 
hand in botli his. I obfcrved that he 
trembled. He urged every argument to 
make me accept his offer: he difclaimed 
all kind oif obligarion ; it was he that 
Ihould be the obliged perfon, and hi 
would ftud'y to return the obligation/ ' 

I wrapped myfelf in my int^rity, and 
rennained inflexible. 

Vol/i. k At 
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' At length, kt grew ^angryj he talked 
m obftinacy <and ingraftkude. Darnferd 
kept a -fullen filencc; but looked iiiiealjr 
and confufed. 
: tc ^jjy j0 j^^ yoi^, ipcak for me, 

Darnford ?— 6peak^ te becomes the huC* 
band and the maftet*/* 

He was flill filcnt, 

'' Well, Sir, I leave you to ufe your 
influence with your Wife. I have put you 
into a way to fulfil yout promife to hcrj 
and now, I infill: upon your performing 
YOUR PROMiss TO ME !'* * Hc took his Hat, 
and went out of the rooib, with reienttaent 
in his countenatice: he did not bow to 
either of us, and he clapped the door after 
him; • 

*' What is the meaning of this beha- 
viotfr, Mr. Darnford? — ^What promifc 
have you made to my lord?'* 
; " Be compofed, my dears I will tell you 
by and by; you arc now too much aflFefted." 

" Affcftcd, 
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- <» Aff«acd,.aiideed!— OhI'Qod, fup^^ 
port nae!" . I bwftittto fears. 

Bwnford draak wo or thfle glaffes of 
winc^M &ft as be could pour them 
down: he. brought a glafs to mc, and 
b«^«4 nae. to lirink it.. . 

My indignation rofc : I dafljed tlie. 
glafs out of his hand, and broke it. 

He ftarcd at, me, but did not fpeak-.he 
went to the toble, and drank more wine. , 

« What mean you, Sir ? to intoxicate 
yourfdf and me. in order to fupprefs 
your feelings?— Tell me all that you have 
to fay, at once, for I can no longer en- 
dure the agony of fufpicion and fufpenfe. 
Speak now j or I will leave you, and nevcij 
Ice your face again!" 

" I will, prefcntly : be compofed, then, 
and I will." 

I took the bottle from him ; he fei?ed 
another, and he looked flufhed and furi- 
ous. He fcized that in my hand: I wa^ 

^^ terrified; 
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terrified i I retre^ttcd to the wifido:w 5 I foe 
do w;i, and ihed corren£& of tears. 

He tried Jhreral ciaies befiorejie cxK:y[d 
fpeak plainly—" 1 have t6 tell you, that 
it is in your power to make yourfeif and 
me happy, and reftore us to eafe and 
affluence." 

*' Tell me the means, Sir; but look 

that they be honed ones, or elfe they will 
make an cverlafting breach between us^!"" 

He went on — ** The cftate lately fold 
will be again fetded upon you and yours ^ 
the cottage will be given to me uncondi- 
tionally ; and, becaufe you have fcruples 
about accepting an apartment at my 
lord^s, a lodging will be taken, for us 
both, while we ftay in London; and, 

whenever you pleafe, I go with . you to 

->\ .' » . - - 

the cottage." 

" " Thefe are the propofals you have to 
make roe ! and this is the promife jou 
made to Lord A — - 1 You did well to 

ftupify 
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fiupify yooriclf with wine, before you ex- 
plained yourfelf, otherwifc you could not 
h«7e fuppofcd I fliould accept them.'^ 

^^ You muft accept chem, my dear; wc 
have no other refource/' 

** Speak on. Sir: fay, the conditions 
of this obligation ?'* 

** Why, only that you flioald be ge- 
nerous— -and kind — ^and grateful to Lord 

A ."" 

*' I believe, I underftand you. Bafe— 
unworthy — unprincipled nnan! I cannot 
find words to exprefs nny rcfentment. 
After having niade away a noble fortune, 
you can reduce your wife to indigence, 
and then fell her, as your laft refourcc!" 

'* No fuch thing, my dear: I would 
•not part with you for the world." 

*^ What, then, would you Ihare me 
with another ?— ^ore-and more bafe and 
fhameful !" 

Now, don't be fo angry ! I would 

K 3 not 
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jDOt part with you.; ,1 would live with yon, 
and preferve your reputation: nobody 
would dare to wag a finger againft you, 
while I fupportcd yous «nd, if I wirftcd 
at fome liberties becwecQ- you aad tzxy 

:iriend, who could blame you ?" 

" Lord A is a mafter id cdritrlv- 

,ance; th^ I allow. He has ffiade 'this 

^infamous prppofal through' you, in ordfr 
to render you pcrfeftly conteA(j)tible in 

.my eyes; and he has lliccecdcd. if I 
were inclined to liften to his prppofali^ 
the firit article fhould be, that you fhould 
.never wore consiein my figbu" ' 

" Now, you are very unrerfonablc, 
Fanny ; but you know betcer. I am your 

j.hujfband, and yo^r^iwfter, aiid yqu fhall 
live with me, and you fliall do as I plcafe, 

.. and go where I pleafe. So it don't fignify 

r talking any more 5 for I am. tired and 

fleepy, and— and—'* He gaped, and nod- 

r dedj. and fell back in his -chair. 

I prayed 
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I prayed to God to give me courage and 
refolution. Now, one effort for Lberty ! 
foe virtue I for virtuous poverty ! 

I cal^d my m^id: I bade, her go up 
ftairs with me. I packed up my clothe*, 
and put on my ridir)g-dr,efs *, I made my 
fervant do the fame, I bade her call 9 
hackney'-coach ; fhe had the luck to get 
one fopn. I made th^ coachmai^ help 

» 

her to carry the portmanteau dp wo ifii^inu 
^d to put that and her box into the 
coach. . ' 

I J^fc jD^rnfo({l in a fofuiid ^detp: I 
prayed that God would give hiip repent- 
ance, and a fober noind. 

I then ftepped into, thq coach with my 
maid, and bade the coachman drive to the 
inn from whence the N— - coach let 
our. 

My agitation fupported my fpirics; I 
hardly knew where I was, when I arrived 

K4 at 
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ar the biv I aiked for two places, and 

I ordered a brd> and dwwmjrfelf opoo 
it in my clothes; and bade my maid .lie 
dowa by my fide. HappUy, my fafigo^ 
ferved me in lieu of an opiate; and I fiept 
till wc were called to rife for the coach. 

yl found' myfelf greatly refrelhed^ and fet 

out chearfuUy oa my return to peace 

• '« 

and the country. 

While I was on my journey^ the various 
objedts amufed me -, but, when I came to 
^ the inn^ and was in a (late of xeft» a 
torrent of reflexions poured in upon mc^ 
and ^wolce the pain in my heart. My 
huiband, by his bafe conduA, had made a 
divorce between u$ ; I had no longer a 
friend, or protcftor, in him 5 I had no re- 
*♦ fource. fpr myfclf> without friend or for- 
tune, what was to become of mef 

Lord A had juftified all. my fears 

of him i the malk was taken off: I fajw a 

rejxijlar 



regular plan ofcondtrft, that wtt to ttidi 
in my raim I was dot of his ^eitb stt 
prcfunt I buty after all thcf pains he- 6ad 
taken for mej, it was not likely.tliat htt 
fiioald give upthc purfuit: I had> therms 
fore> fiill reaiba to fear bis machiiiatioTis. 
I muft flot ftay at Mr. Moyte*s ^ I mirft 

feek fhme other afyluph,: where neither 

« 

my hufband nor his patron were likely 

to find or to pnrfue me, * 

^ My maid oWerved, that I looked very 

J!l ; fhe begged me to take fome refrefh^ 

^ ^ • - 

ment; (he feared I had met with fbmethltig; 
to vex me. I told hcr^ (he gueffed truly; 
but 1 would ftrive to Overcome it.. I or- 
dcrtdfomc thing for her and myfelf, ancli 
look enough to fupport nature* 

I went to bed early, and fpent'a m(- 
firrable night in reflexions upon my^ nie=- 
lancholy fituationv 

Want of reft made me rife e.iriy. ^1 
went out^ ^d walked about the town :; 

K 5 the 
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the ftrettB were empty) and the lohabr- 
rants were at rrfl. ^' They are fiee from 
thoie cares that opprefs o^e/' faid I. 
' ** The hufbands proteft their wives, in- 
ftcad of betraying them; and die' wives 
rcpofe fecurely in their bofoms!'* 
• There is an Italian proverb, that (ays» 
^* The t6ngue will ftrike againft the hol- 
low tooA." The adage hoids tnie : peo- 
ple oppreffcd with forrow, apply every 
thing they Tec and hear to their own fuf- 
feriflgs. 

I law> at an inn, a printed advertiie- 
ment, that a broad-wheeled waggon was 
4o fct out, at ten o*clock> for J—, to 
carry goods and paflengers. I enquired^ 
whether two places could be had ? It was 
to pafs through our village, and to ftop 
at the public-houfe there. I took twa 
places, and then haftened back to the 
other inn* ^ 

1 wakened my maidi «nd made het 

drcfs^ 
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.dfefs, and l^rcakfaft; xneai)whtte> . I to^ 
her how we were to go home. The poor 
girl wept, 

" Oh, my dear lady T' faid (he, ** timfs 
are changed indeed, when you go hofoe 
in a ftage-.waggon r*' 

•^ They are fo> my good Hannah 5 but 
fet U3 keep up our fpirits, for they mu(t 
fuppo£t us .under our .troubles.. I ihall no» 
longer want a fervant to attend me ; but 
you Ihall ftay with me, till you can meet 
with ^ eligible place."* 

" I wou)d ftrvc yo.u for. nothing, Ma* 
dam^ rather than any other lady for gfeat 
wages^ I hope you will live to fee better 
days ; and, when you are able, you fhallj 
pay (ne what you think I dcfervc." 

" I thank you,, my good girl;: your 
fidelity cheers my heart ; but, indeed, I 
have no hope of better days :. all my for* 
tune is gone j and 1 muft, perhaps, feek 
a fcrvice for myfclf. — IDon't weep,' rny 

K 6 girU 



9i8 aaKOoi^ foj^^^ wii7ows« 

girl t: jrjou iseakra my heart, and I mfk 
ta hirdf^n \t. G% and get 4 poncr m 
carry our bagg^ to the mn^ aiid» at^n 
^ tue cQTQcs^ we will ga: let ua lafe ao 



lime/' 



Wiien (he was gone, I wept^ and found 
mjffclf relieved. 

She foon came back i and we Imnt to 
t!ie inn> arHi took our places in the 
w^gon. 

There were fcveral merry and happjr 
mortals among us: they laughed, and 

foiig; my poor Hannah and I wept, and 

"'■" 

'J were fflcnt.. 

:.£; After a kw hours, the waggon flopped 

* in figbt of our village,. We got out here> 

and ordered our baggage to be left at the 
pubKc^houic, and I would fend for it. 

We got home by Mr. Moylc^s dinner^ 
timcj and ^I was welcomed by all the 
family* 

Mrs* Moyk and her daughtet^ eAqutred 

after 



/ . t 
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after Mr. Darnford. I &id^ he w4» bdctar 
in healthy but ruified in ^is eifcumfliitk:^ 
That he was in hopes of ^-placty knA 
therefore he (laid iti London i but 4 
chofe to return to the country. 

After our greetings^ I retired to my 
apartment^ and to my painful refle^at\si 
I thoi^ht on the furprize D^nford iDuft 
have lelt at my efcape. Perhaps^ he might 
chufe to call it an elopement. Perhaps he 
might expofe mei and bimfelf> in the pub- 
lic papers; this thought terrified me^ aii4 
I rdblved to write to binii in order to 
prevent it. I did fo imniediately« 



** sm. 



' ^* Tnb infanious propofal which 
wine encouraged you to make me^ has 
cancelled all ties between us, and made 
an eternal fep^ation. I did not. think 
royfclf fafe with you, and therefore made' 
my efcapc while you were in a (late of in- • 
tcAtcaiioOt and in a lethargic ileep in cOnh 

fequencc* 
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iequence. I warn you to beware how yoti 
mention to any one what pafied between 
.IIS; othevwHe^ 1 will expofe you to the 
world ia your true colours. 

" I leave you to purfue your own mes^ 
•furest You are worthy of the patronage o€ 
your noble friend, and he of fuch a para?- 
fitc. I leave you to each other^ 

^' I am ieeking an afylum in the amns of 
:virtuous poverty f I have no doubt of 
Mrning my livelihood,, and my flumbers 
will not be broken by the reproaches x>£ 
•guilt. This ftate I prefer to alt that afflu*' 
cnce and luxury can give me. 

** I came to London to do you icrvice^ 
and you have requited me by the bafeft in- 
gratitude. May God give you repentance!- 
» 

and may it be fooft. enoygh to be of any 
benefit to you* Farewel,. for evpr I 

The next queftion was^ how to {end 

h ? 'Under cover to Lord A ? Should 

• J fay 
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3 fay any thing to himf Why ti&tt i Ibad 

dnne nothing Jto bt 'afhatnod; of., )Peibapt 

lie might tiiink that Darnford connived at 

my efcape, and deprive, him of his pcotec^ 

tidn. ' Perfiaps he might throw him itito 
prifon^^fof he wa^ ftill in dcbtto Jiinfv. Ap. 

JaU, I refolved tp vg^te a few words uncfcf 

the cover—- 

• • « . . - I.' 

*^. MY LORD, . . 

" I AM now, God be praifedl in .a 
place of peace and fafety. Left you fliould 
think Mr. Darnford connived at, or al- 
lowed of my efcape, I think it proper to 
tell you, that he fcrvcd you too faithfully, 
and that he threatened to oblige me to 
comply with your infamous propofal. Your 
lordfliip*s fchemes have at length fuc- 
ceedcd. You have rendered my hqfband 
defpicable in my eyes, and efFefted an eter- 
sal reparation between us. In this, if your 
heart will permit you, you may triumph; 
but the^ other part of your dcfigns^ 1 truft, 
? ■-> will 



vnHteftt be tcmpkMtdi God wiB g 
mt^^rsce^.'Qo pM&r vittuous pcnrcrtjr 
pjahy aiffioencQi as long as hie givcxmc life 
aad rcaibni. 

. ^ I haf« «nly to requeft you to give 
the dndoied ktter to jom friend $ and celt 
li]m> I never define to fee ^dn bis hand^ 
wriciflg, or yours. ,, p ^ ♦> 

m 

I felt a kind of fatisfa£tion after writing 
theifi letters. I am afraid tbere was a de- 
grcc of revenge in it., I enjoyed the um- 
cafinefs the two friends ha*^ felt on my ac- 
count ; and I was gratified by letting thenir 
Sx, that I defpifed them,^ and all theui 
machinations^ 

I told Mrs. Moyle and her daugfeterfe,,- 
lliat I was ccdticcdto a fiatc of poverty ;; 
tHat I was^ nioredver, perfecuted by axi 
enemy ; and that it vms neceffary for me 
to leave her houle, and to conceal* myfdf 
in ibmc obfcure place, where I was not 
knowxt, for a time 5 that^ if I ihould here*- 

^ter 
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after be titaMed to emerge from this fitiiuN 
tioii) I'Wovil^ictanito checn, in pfeitreocm 
tt> aojrodser.plaQei aod I begged them t« 
enquire after fuch a fituation fortne. 

Thc^ tivere greatly cof>cerQed« Mrs, 
Moylc took pains to convince oar, that I 
ihould be fafer under her roof than an/. 
yfherc c\fe. I faid^ being fii. wpll . knowit 
in this village, it was impofllble' for me to 
be concealed in it. 

She gave way reluAantly; and I wa« 
obliged to be refolute, in order to perfuade 
her to look outfor another fituation. 

In a week's time, (he told me that 
a fcrvant, who formerly lived with her, 
had married an hulbandman in an obfcurc 
village ; that he was the bailiff, or x>ver- 
looker, of a farm for another man, andv 
lived in a decent kind of farm-houic^ and, 
Ihe believed, would be very glad to take r 
boarder. 

I thanked her for the intelligence, and 

began 



;^ %mpoL FOR vrjLaowi, i 

began to contrive howf I ihould get thir 
thcr. ^ 

» Mr. Moyle Igspt a ^iod of chaife^-cari:, 
"which was at that time exempted £rom'thc ' 

^'taxes, before the long arm of Power had 
deprived the induftrious former of this | 

convenience. Mrs. Moyle propofcd to go 
with me to vitit Mrs. Styles, Her eldefl 

'fon was to drive us. 

The next day, we went in this manner. 
1 told Mrs. Moyle to call me by the name 
of Smitb, and begged her fon to be cautious 
of mentioning me by any other. 

It was a tirefome journey, through bad 
roads j and I was glad to get to a refting- 
place. ' The houfe was decent, the miftrcfs 
was civil, and we agreed upon terms. 

I would fain have' ftaid here, and let my 
baggage be fent after me j but Mrs. Moyle 
urged me fo warmly and tenderly to return 
with her, that I could not refufe her. She 
faidj her daughters would break their 

hearts,. 
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heaftSi' if tbqr Meri not to fee and tafee 
kave of me ; and poor Hannah wo^ild 
think it hard to be difcharged bf aoy 
jothcr peribn tha^ 93>yfelC * I confemcd |o 
.r^urn, and told Mrs. Styles- to cxpeft me 
one day in the following wock : fo we 
were junibled back; in the faoie manner 
we came. 

Mr. Moyle's family fhf wwl every mark 
of aflfedion ^d comrern to pan with me i 
: apd Hannah wept iiKeflantly* .- ^ 

I timtiked cbem &r their ^i^Sbftiodi and 
'fidelity. I begged jtihecn ^ot to weaken 

« 

/my Jieart by their cendernefs ^ that I fouc(d 
ih js ps^rtii^g tt)p; painftil to nfiyfejf, bisfide 
other burthens which J muft bear.' 

1 fet about packing up my clbaths and 
linen, ind pirepJring 'for my departaire. I^n 
looking over fome writings, I found a 
paper, with theft words written upon it— 

" MY DEAR FA THERMS UA^T OIFT%'* TWs 

was a welcome trcafures for I bad for- 
gotten 



gotten it, my mind badi^een fo much en- 
g^d by the alterations in my circum- 
Hiances. 

S t began to lay plans for employing ft iii 
fome way of bufincfs, and in a icheme that 
I ffaall explain hereafter, I bought a plain 
fluff gown, to wcarirt common; and took 
two calico ones, to wear occafioitaliy. 

I begged Mrs. Moyle to let me leave all 
Ihc bed of my cloachs at her houie, and 
alfo the furniture of niy apartment, till I 
Ihoold be fettled in feme way of life. 

She gladly confented ; faying, (he would 
keep them as an earneft of my return. I 
paid for my board and lodging, and alfo 
my fcrvant's wages. 

Thefe good people would faih hare had 
mc remain in their debt j but I would 
not conf<int. I had never wanted money, 
having (aved moft of what I had received 
fincc I married^ and now I found the bc-^ 
,n^is of my frugality^ 

I vifitf d. 
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I vlficed^ and cook leare of, the wortbf 
TtStor and his family. I toM him of my 
reduced circumftancesj and that I waft 
going a long journey to vific a friend^ and 
it was uncatain when I fliould return, I 
thanked them for all their civilities, and 
prayed for their welfare and happinefs^ 

I todc a friendly leave of all my neigh^ 
bours^ and had the pleafure to find myfelf 
belovcdi and my departure regretted, bjr 
ill the village. 

I fettled a method of intercourfe with 
Mrs. Moyle. She was to fend any letters 
to me, under cover, direded to Frances 
Smithy to be left at an inn at B ; 

and Mrs.Styles's iervant was to fetch them 
Ob a n\arket-day, and to carry mine in the 
fame manner. 

Two days before I left Mrs. Moyle, a 
letter came from J , direfted to mc; 
Lord A— ^ had tifed the art to get a 
friend to dirc£t the cover^ left I ihould 

return 



return *it unqpenad. !Fhe camcucs as fil^ 
low— • I 

** DEAR MADAMi 

*' NoTHiNO was ever fo welcome as 

. • - * 

your letter, notwithftandiHg it's fevcirity f 

I ... 

becaufc it brought, the good tidings of 
your health and fafety. Never were two 
poor devils fo wretched as Darn ford and 
m^, at your cruel and abrupt departure. 

' ^ • • • 

We feared that you were fallen injto 
greater dangers, thaa thofc you wi(hed to 
avoid, which were merely ideal and ima- 
ginary. We were half dift rafted. ;^ we had 
no clue. to trace you by j we feared ^vcry 
poffible evil ; but, thanks to Heaven ! you 
arc well, and in charming fpirits, though 
you fpend them unmercifully upon thofe 
who love. you beft, hecaufe they beft know 
your valpe j and one of , whom would fpend 
half of his fortune to obtain the return of 
your friendibip and confidence. 

" Darnford 
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**. Dafnford is very ill: he drinkji teo" 
much wiiie ; I tell him fo i and I take fhe 
bottle from him, and preach tempcranoe 
every day. Now you are found, I hope 
Re will be eaficr, and take care of his 
heaUh* We conclude you are at Moyle's: 
we beg you to continue there. We pro'-C 
mlfe that you (hall not be interrupted. l)o 
riot go farther, out of any fears that your 
foncy. may fuggeft. I know the refpe<5t 
due to yc^jpl'too well tb offend you by in-' 
truding upon you ; and I will tonyince 
you, in fpite of your prejudices, that I am 
not unworthy of your friendfhip. Darn- 
ford Js afraid of you : he dares not Write, 
after your prohibitiofn. * I am bolder, be- 
caufe it is in my power to prevent your 

« 

fuffering'what moft people think an evil^ 
and which yotr, in a cdoler n^omcnt, will, 
I hope, be convinced of, and will fuffcr 
your friends to preferVe you frorh it. 
*• Lady B-— i— is gone with her lord* to 

the 



tlie foiith of France ^ «tid from ihenoe ftie 
gcies tp.It4y«, Shedcfired me toprefeoc 
her complimcntS) and to. fend ypu the en- 
clofed I which I have, now perfp.rnQed«. 
-^ ** Darnford fays, he loves you better 
than himfclf I and wiflie$ inceQandy for 
your coippany, and youj: afllllance. 

*^ Let us hear from you foon. Tell us, 
that you are, well i that you forgive chit 
attentions to your eafe and intercft^ and 
our efforts for your happin^fs. 

** Your friend and fervant, 

" A /• 

* 
I make you a prcfent, my friend, of 

this fine letter. You will draw many in- 
ferences : I fliall only offer pnc^ — It is a 
generally received opinion^ that Virtue is 
bold, and Vice timid. This may be true 
in fome cafes ; I can only fay, that I have 
fcen the contrary in every cafe that has 
come within my knowled^^e : that Virtue 

has 
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hts been tirtiid, and wanted help to fup- 
port her own innocence ; and Vice aflfurcd 
and impudent, fo as to ftagger thole who 
jlidgc only from appcarahces. 

I offered to hire a cart, to carry myfcif 
and mv baggage ; but Mr. Moyle would 
infill tipon my accepting his vehicle. His 
ibn offered to drive me ; and my old pupil, 
Betfey, gave me her company, and would 
ftay a fortnight with me, till I was ufed to 
the place and the people^. 

i 

When* Becfey left me, I Teemed to be 
quite alone, and felt as if I was placed at 
riic world's extremity.* I was, for the firft 

« 

time, among people I could not converfc- 
withi* and alfo was obliged to do many 

things that I was unaccuftomed to -, but 

< 

the' thought that I was in my duty, made 
iKctrt ealy and pleafant to me/ 

I now recvllefted a great omiflion I had 

been guilty of: I had neither called upon> 

nor written to, my worthy friend, Coun- 

■Vol. I. L fdlor 
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ieHor M . I wiflied to confialt hun 

upon my prefent fituation, and foittfi& 
eftablMhoient. i had leifiire enough- to re- 
pair my fault ^ aad I iat dowHj and wf 0l« 
to liim-^ • 

'< I AM afraid you wiU fee me dowit: 
ifl your lift, as unjuft and ungrateful ; but 
I fhall endeavour to acquit myfelf of chis 
charge; My time and atte^ition ha?e been 
fo much engrofTed by my hu(baod*s ill 
health and unfoftuoate (ituation^ that I 
could think of nothing eUe. I have zdxd 
againft your advice and injunftion ; and 
therefore I have hardly the courage to 
addrefs you now* 

^ I could not fee my hufband fick, and 
under confinement^ without doing every 
thing in my power to fet him at liberty. I 
Goukl not be rich mylelf^ and fuffer him to 
be poor, and a prifoncr. You exped that 

lihould 
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Iftoald iiaveafted chus» and ace prepaiied ' 
to «tto\)r for U. 

,*^ Mr. Damfcfd i» ki LondM, ind i« 
e)epe6:atiori of getting t place by cbe ift« 
tcreft of hts friends. London ddel not 
tgrce with my health, or my principles : 
I hare therefore detemnned to 'fcek my* 
ft>rtun<! in another way. 

•* I have, for fontetime paft, been pre* 
paring for what has happened, and en^ 
deavotiring to qualify myfdf for garining a 
itveithood by my indtiftry ^nd ability. 

^ I have (houghts of opening a (emiaary 
of female education 4: and I be^ ytHfrad-f 
vice as to the place and nbaondr^ whic^U 
may be the moft eligible, and the moft 
likely to fucceed^ I have (kctched put 
feveral plans of this kind, which I ihall 
lay before you; ^and I .have found out 
means to put one into execution. 

" The laft tim?i I ev^r faw my dear .fa* 

fi^tt^ hp ^e ips, a noble prefent ; and he 

' / L 2 bade 
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bade mc favc it for fomc future exigency* 
I have favcd great part of , the monies I; 
have received j but I take no merit in re- 
fcrving this •, for, in truth, I had forgotten 
that I had Xuch a fum that I could ftridily 
call my own. With this I can furnifh a 
houfe. I have, bcfidcj. fome furniaure at 
Mr. Moyle's j and I think I may open a 
fchool with as good an cxpeftation as mod; 
others have done* 

. " I depend upon your advice and pa*» 
trotiagc before any other. Let me heai; 
from you foon. Direft to n>e at Mn 
Moyie'^i as ufual. 1 am, dear Sir, your 
dblijged friend and fervant, 

*^ F. Darnforo/* 

* I had brought a good many books with 
me to Styles'Si and I found, in reading 
and "writing, a refourcc againft my mif- 
fortunes. 

1 ^iQuld have told you, that Lady B-— • 
feqt me a charming letter^ under Lord 

's 



1 Jt 
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A *% covcr^ and a note for fifty pounds, 

which Ihe faid was before my own ; and 
defined me to write,' and fen.I my letters 

through Lord A 's hands. She litde 

thought of the part he had aftedr 
« I fpcnt three months ia this retire- 
ment. It was notpleafant, bat ufemude 
it tolerable to me, I hoped one day 
to emerge, and to mrx with conrerfible. 

people J the want of which made my 
greateft trouble, efpecially of an evening, 
when my mind was tired of reflefling. 

In the month of Augufl-, I received ih« 
followmg letter— 

*' MADAM, 

** By defire of Mr. Darnford, I 
write to inform you, that he is very ill, 
and is thought to be in a decline. Dr.. 

H attends him ; and mv lord does 

every thing in his power for his recovery; 
He begs the favour of you to write a few 

L 3 words 
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words to comfort him, and to iky that yotl 
forgive him for his behaviour when yon 
were I aft with him« He does not wifh you 
to come to him^ for reaibns that, he fays, 
you know without his telling them. I 
write without my lord's knowledge; and 
therefore. Madam, if you write to Mr« 
Darnford^ fend, it under cover to me, at 
Lord A— — '$• I am. Madam, your 

humble fervant, 

^* JaM^s Covell, 

^ Un&zr Butlir to Loao A«*«*-. 

<* You nnfay get fome pcrfon to direft 
your letter for you/' 

I was concerned, but not furprized, at 
the contents of this letter, i wrote an an^ 
fvxTi and fcDt it, by a fpecial mtflenger, 
to the poft at J-~— . 

, /^ I AM very much concerned, Mr. 
Darnford, tg hear of the bad (late of your 
health} but I am pleafed to find, you 

think 
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l^iiik that your fairies, ftand in need of 

forgivenefs. 

5^ I dare not flattw, nor deceive you 5 
but l.wifh to lead you to nncere repent- 
ance. J trtity forgive you for all offences 
againft myfclf : but you have an account 
to fettle at an bigber tribunal. 

*' You have njade it impoffible for 
me to conie to you at Lord A 's -^ 

I 

but if you wiJl> even now^ thirow off your 
fetters^ and come to meat Mr. Moyle^s, 
I will receive you as my hufcand— will 

Burfc you with the mod tender cqrc and 

* ' ^ * ■ • * * 

attentioi^ aqd do every thing in my 

power to favc your body and foul. The 

worthy rcftor of your own parilh will 

attend you, and*^aflift^my endeavours j and 

wc (hall be proud, of our penitenr, ^n4 

anxious to lead him into the pach of virtue 

and of peace. 

** Let me intreat you to comply with 

my requcft. Believe that Heaven warns 

L 4 you 



you, by mt, to fliun deftruaion, ar^ t0 
iccure your recovery. 

** Wrhc to me, or let your frrcnd Go- 
vell wf ite j and I will meet yoti at Mr* 
Moyk's at your firft notice, and will con* 
vince you that I am ftill 

^* Your faithful wife, 

• » 

** F. Dajinford/' 

I direfted as dcfircd, and 'wrote In the 
cover tbcfe few words — 

" Mr. CbvELL, 

" I THANK you for your attention 
and humanity to my poor lick huflband. 
I beg you to give him the cnclofed di- 

re(flly, and to fend mc his anfwer as 

I 
foon as poffible, I pray Heaven to re- 
ward your kindnefs, and grant that you 
may never want a friend to repay your 

good offices • 

** F. D-" 



I wrote 
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I wrote to Mrs-Moylcj 1 told hcf, tRatsi 
my hufband was very ill, and that I had* 
fnvited him into the country, for . cBartgc 
of air. I begged' her to let my bed be can^- 
ftantly aired, and that ffie- would Tec xrkf 
have a garret for a fcivantv and^ if Han- 
Dab way not engaged, to let Her know, that 
tfliould want her attcndiance; and, if any 

ft 

letters for me Ihould come to her houfe, to 
ftnd them imjncdiately by a ijgecial met 
lenger. 

Having difchargcd thiis duty, I prayed 

inceffantly for Darnford's return to me and; 

• • ♦ - » • , 

virtue; and waited impat^.ently for an apv 

fwcr to my letters; 

- ■- • ■ «i 

Ten days after my letter went to the- 

poIV, I received one di reded by Lord 

» 

A — •— j and fealed with black, wax. My 
heart foreboded the contents—' 

" MADAM, 

' ." Mk. Darnford expired* two hcJur$. ' 
agp- I could not have written to you at 
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X ' I 

this folcnm moment^ Uut to alk a n<ce04ry 
,quc(tion. I take upon me the fad taflc oC 
perfoiming the laft duties to nojr dep^rjted 
friend ; whiqh obliges me tQ enquice^ y^he^ 
ther yoa wiih to have the body interred ii^ 
the village where lie the remains of his 
anceftorsj or whether I ihaU fee it depo- 
fited in the parift where he died. I beg 
fou will m^e no fcruple of declaring your 
mUhfi$y nor of commanding all the fervices 
of your a£Bi£ted friend and devoted fer^ 



tant 



>» 
•.■•« 



I was deeply affeded> though not fur«^ 
prized, at this awful event.. I gave fi>me 
lK>urs to grief and meditation. 

^ Poor, unhsqppy man V fiid I ; "Is 
this the end of thy career,, at eniy twenty-- 

nine years of age?'*: 

*# 

I was awakened by the contents of the 
fcoer: it demanded m early an^er. i 
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I 

« 

li;ad no friend to write in my name, lot 
fpite of delicacy and difinciination>, I muft 
ufc the pea myfcl£ 

This was^ indeed, a^ heavy talk to me;. 
but I could not avoid it. After fomc con* 
fideration,,!. wrote a$ follows*--^ 

•* MY LORD^,, 

" It is a dreadful aggravation of my^ 
jEbrrows,. to be obliged to addreis you aC 
^his time: yct^ your attention to your de^- 
eeafcd friend calls for my acknowledge«- 
rtient. I leave the cjrcumftances attending, 
the laft duties entirely to your l6cdfhip». 
Oh^.my lord ! Death is an awful* preacher T 
may he touch your heart properly, and lca4 
you to reflcftion upon mortality, which i& 
the certain lot of all men; and to a timely 
preparation for it! Which is the wifh and 
prayer of „ ^ D^vi^KroR^." 

When the tJoftfofion of my thoughts wail 
Ijfflfiewhat abated, I confidcred, that I 

L6 (hould 



.»..■•" 
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fliould have ibme points to fettle with 
Mr. Darriford's heir-, who would probab!/ 
tome CO the Hall, to take poffcffion of it: 
that no one had any right to rBolcft me i 
and I might return to Moylc's, and ftay 
there till 1 had fettled my plan of life* 

I difcharged my board andjodgings, . I 
hired a cartj and a pcafant drove me back 
tp Moyle's. The family were rejoiced to 
fee me. I told them what had happened : 
they wiflied and hoped I would fix wicfe 
theftu but I had no fuch intention. My 
mind fpurned the idea of living upon ca- 
sual fupprt ; and I refolved to exert my 
abilities, and to cat the bread of ihr 

di^ftry^ 
I expedled a letter from my friend and 

cpunfellor; and I would wait for his advice 

and direftion. 

• ,. 

A few days after my return to Moylc ^ 

* - 

1 received the following letter—^ 

V «' MADAM* 
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i •' ** MA'OAM,' ! • / 

i * '. *< I AM ordered, by Jatnes Darnfordi 

Efq: tQ inform you, that he is the Heir at 

I law to all the cffeils of yo\ir hte hufbandi' 

li George Darnford, Efq. and thzx he will 

come dawntcvDarnford Hall, within a week: 

alio, jchat; you have no right to take away; 

I any thing from the hoirfe aforefaid. Mri 

It Fr^mpton has bought an eftate in another 

i county^ .with, a larger houfe upon it, iuit^ 

fji able to his family, and has given up hia 

j^ agreement to the faid James Darnford^ 

» £fq» and he purpofes to refide there bini-4 

I) ielf. I am ordered to defire you to prepa^ 

n* to give an account of aU the effeds of the 

deceafed George Darnford, lE^fq. as monks, 

111 plate, jewels, and all other eflfcfts whitib*. 

* ever, I D^all attend .Mr. Darnford to thf( 

HalU and then I ihali wait on you. la 
ft the interim, I am. Madam, 

e 

. ** Your humble ftrrant, ' \ 
w ^ RooEK Rackham." 
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This mandate gave me great uneafinefi*. 
I Tchhtd to write a^Q to mj good 
counfdloF; Irac tbe next day brought mc: 
a letter from him— -^ 

^ DEAR MADAlf^ 

« I AM not iupprixed at the contents 
of your letter. I expefted, that you would 
be periuadcd^ or threatened^, into fuch a 
meafbre ^ yet 1 cannot but vn&k you had 
heW out a little longcrr Pmvidence was. 
haftening toyour affiftance^. and itwouI(£ 
have been out of the power of any one u> 
have urged yon to fet your hand to yout- 
own ruin*. St is done^ and tnf miot now h%: 
helped* Let us,, then, look forward.. 

** It gives nae pfcafure to. find you lay*-- 
mg plans for your fiiture eftabliftuficnt: S 
fehour and redeem! you the m(^te\ but I am^ 
mot wilting that ]pQa Ihould engage in any^ 
hazardous undertaking. 

*^ Ton %>. that you i»ay open, a fchooL 

withi 



with as^good ao e]q>e£latk)fi as^aaoA othofs* 
Very tru«: b«t w^ can aiTiirc ]^^u> that 
thofe expe&atioDS w31 be anfwered B I have 
known ladies, as well quali&d as your&14 
vnderuke this bufinefs, and fail of fuccefs* 
I haV'C &ca ctthers^ wiih no other i?e(juifitea 
but conceit aiid affurance^ iucceed to ad^ 
miration; and^ by the help ofsile affifiantSj^ 
fend out their pupila veneered over with 
external accompliihmentSy that ftrike the 
€f^% of Superficial ohfervers. snore than 
foUd virtues and principka. 

*^ Befide diis^. £:bool8 are fiufluatiDg 
and uncertain 1 a parcel of goffips wHl lit 
in judgoient upon them and their con^^ 
du&ors« Schools are talked up> and taBced 
down^, by thofe whe know nothing of the 
requifites> or the real govermuent^ of theou 

^* Parents are weak and partial: iathat 
cafcj they are offended that their children 
are exceUed^ by oth^s« Are diere others; 
wha ait careldla and indi&raac toward 

them ? 
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them? thcf will exonerate therofclves of 
all blame^ by throwing the whole <^ their 

£utlts upon their preceptors aod gover- 
ncSks. The conducing a feminary of edir- 
cation is an arduous and laborious under- 
tiktng? it is not duly eftimated, nor fuffi-^ 
citntfjr rewarded. Thofc who dcvolve- 
upon others the important, charge of cdu*- 
cation, do not fufEcicntly confider their 
obligation to thofc who difcharge it faith- 
fiillyi and who are to acquit the mf elves oV 
9 moft fcrious duty to fociety in general,, 
tod to theur families rcfpeaivdyv 

«* You fee, my dear lady, it is eafler to- 
overthrow a plan, than it is to ereflt onc;^ 
V wiH, however, t'ly to lead you into a 
path, where you fhall not hazard all your 
property; libr yet be fo bound and fettered,; 
that you cannot get away if you diflikc, Oc 
are unhappy. 

^ ** A b^ronet^s lady has ettquired for » 
pei;foiy,projj«rly qualified,, to be a govca^- ' 
, - ncfs 
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nifs to two d^ughtets^rund her nirce> 'to 
whom ihe is guardian. She afked me t^ 
recommcnid one.. I told her, I would Jook 
out for her i ^n4 I thought it likely^ that I 
might, meet .with fuch an one as I could 
honcftly recommend. 

•* You were in my thoughts; but t 
would not propofc it without your knowv 
ledge and approbation.. 
. ** Let me know, as foon as you have re^ 

folved, left -another fhould ftep in before 
you. 

. ^* I ihall fay npthidg of the Jate event, 
hot that God knows what is beft for us. 

" Depend upon my fricndfliip at all 
times,, and give me your confidence upon' 
all occafipns. I am, dear Madam, yours 
finccrcly, „ ^__ ^__„ 

I wept over this letter. " God be 
praifed!" faid I, " I have, then, an hondt 
and fincerc friend, who fcorns to flatter or 

deceive 



(deceive me. IxitcUiog od^. he tkiok$ hm 
ran kotieftly recommend me^ he fays toast 
than flattfery can# How. dMImm: is the 
language of flneerity frtm that of adula*^ 
tion 1 yet, bow few know die true value 

ofitr* 

M. Marivaux obfervw, juftly— •^ Cha* 
ricy is never magnificent in it's gifts, and 
that fuch are always to be fufpe&ed of 
Ibme latent defign: in like maAner, Sin* 

c^nty i3 always modeft in it's profipfiionsj, 
and frugal of compliments/* 

i pefolved to apfwer my friend^s letter 
-without delay j and to ehcto^ Mr. Rack-* 
ham's 19 mine. 

I afked Mr. M * s advice, in regard 
CO him and Mr. James Darnford. I thanked 
him for his kindnds and attention to my 
welfare and intereft. I begged him to re* 
commend me to the lady, and I would 
endeavour to deierve his credentials. I 
alked for a fpeedy anfwer^ with his direc- 
tions 



ttons for tn^ behamuil to l&Sr. E>irn^»d[^ 
heir. 

A (cw days after^ came a iccond letter 
from Mr. Rackham— 



*' MADAM> 



a 



It is repor^d tn townj tiut you 
have been weak enough to give up your 
fetdement ; and that the eftate in Efiex has 
been fold to pay your hufband'^ debts. If 
this be true, my friend, the. prefent Mr. 
Darnford, is highly injured; for tbineftatc 
would have devolved to him upon ypur 
death. In that cafe, you cannot expeft any 
favour from him; and I warn you, at your 
peril, to take any thing from off bis prc-.^ 
mifes. 

" You muft give up every thing be* 
longing to the family, or elfc you muft go 
to prifon. Take your choice. Do iiot 
offer to go from Mr. Moyle^s j if you do, 
you will be arretted* I Ihall be with you 

foon. 
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Ibon^ and will tdl you fai'chcrr partica^ 
lars. Your humble fcrvant, 

" Roger Rackham/' 

I ihould have been terrified by this let- 
tcr, but my reliance upon my friend gave 
me courage: I depended that he would not 
fuffer nic to be arretted, or infultcd, and 
I dcfpifed thefe thrcatenings. I fent thii 
letter alfb to him, and beggpd his advicd 
and dire<3:ion. I was foon put out of my 
pain by his anfwcr— 

*^ DEAR MADAM, 

*' I KNOW the fellow who f<nt yoii 
thefe impertinent letters. Do not Itt thecn 
frighten you. I will be with you in a few 
days, and will proted you from infults of 
every kind, ,, ^^ M-.^.** 

. Cn the third day of September I re- 
ccived a brace of partridges, and a note— 

** Lord 
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" Lord A begs Mrs. Parn-* 

ford's acceptance, of the firft birds he bis^ 
i)iot| and defires to know when he m^y, 
wait on her,** 

Akswsr«~^^ Mrs. Damford is much in« 

.' . '• - * 

difpofed^ and admits no men vifitors.^ ^ 

I gare a general order^ .to admit no man 
buttbercftor. 

Mr. Rackham calLcd9 and was told/ 
I faw no company.' 

Lord A and Mr. Rackham ciama 

again the next day^ and received {he fanie 
aniwer. ' .4 

I told Mrs. Moyle, I expeded a friend 
from London: and begged iser to accoin-^ 
modate him with a room in herboufe^ if 
poifiblci-and to order herfenraots not 'to 

mention it^ as it would be only for afhotrt 

^» f • ' » 

time. : 1 

She was fo kind as Co do what I'd^fn:^; 
as>-i0deed> fiie alw;ays did. 

It was my deiign to accompany hj«f^ 

back 
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hudk to LondM; andbf^as teficd in pre* 
pifting for (t\f <ibpa^ture« Mf mwrmog- 
fbr m^ fat hisr t?j|8 Mtrif a«<gd9d ts newi t 
only made up a travelling drels. 

* 'On Ae ^«th of September, rty woftbf 
friend arrived; and I received him with: 
J0]r andigriii^dc. 

He informed me, that the. lady was pre- 
pared to receive me, and was now expe£l«> 
ing me; and that I might xeturo with him 
in his own daniage. 

Mr. Rackbun cilled again^ a few hours 

after. Mr. M dcfired that he might 

be admitted. 

He came to.. He was furprized td jBnd 
Mr. M-— ^ with, mc, 

** Sir, yon know me^ ' faid my fciend y 
♦* and ;I know youJaHb/' 

He bowed, and looked confufed. 
. Mr. Nl— — went oA— .** How dared 
you, Sir, to write two- Bach iiiipertiflcm Ict- 

tdr$-totffi»lady?" 

' « Sir, 
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i ^ 9ic» 1 teg pvrdoQv I was a£bi^ for 
«jr client." 

K Ye% Sirl ixditig die pelt of ftn incen- 
diai7*--of a Tillam !*— G^, Sir! I ^iWfjpcBk} 

fayfOfM!*^ ^ 

He was goings but Mr. Mr-^^— - called 
film back~^' Scop, Sir? Ii Mr. Darafdrd 
ac the Hall?" 

*« ires. Sir; he caiwe laift night/* 

" Then, tell him, I will waft on' him to- 
morrow morning— And, for you. Sir, I . 
forbid you to trouble or difturb this lady, 
any more, at your peril ! You arc what a 
fcnfible writer calls—'* a worm, or maggot 
of the law ; bred out of the rotten parts of 
it.** Tou live by ftirring up ftrife and Iki- 
gation. I ihall acquaint Mr. Darnford- 
with your charader, and warn him to be* 
ware of you— And,now>you may goabcmt 
your bufmefst*' 

The 



The nun ihcake^jfnifcqp^creft-falkhy ahd 
afliamed. 

. f^ A rH&^y p^ltifQ«9^r!T Hai. Mr. 
W-r— :.."J;k»PW iual.itoll cfiimgh: he 

upon him; and, the firft oppcfftumty he^ 
give^me, I will.expofe^&nd punilb bim." 

The nc^ morni^^ after breakfaft^ Mr. 
M went to the HalK 

While he was gpive^ I received a'fcner 
from Lord A 

** I AM told, that Mrs. Darnford re-. 
ctives no men vifitors; and 1 am ihtbrmed* 
that, laft night, a gentleman came to Mr/ 
Moyle's, In his own chaife; that he was 
well received, and that he lodged there. 
' ** I am farther informed, that James 
Darnford, Efq. cartie yefterday to the* Hail; 
that he brought* with him an attorney of 
biid charad^r," and that they threaten to 

give trouble to Mrs. Darnford. 

I ■ « Thcfc 



> t ^ 
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^ Thtfc mtclHgcntes incitse me to write 
tl^lierviiotwithftandiRg her former prohibit 
jtion. Will ihe avow m faUhood? WUl flie 
ladmit. one maa vifitor,. and trtctude aU 
others? . . '^ ., 

'f Thh morning, ^ Icara, that hen vi- 
sitor IS '1^ gemlcmah' learned in the law; 
.aod.tbAtlflie oonfults lkim> in*regard to the 
profeedii^$ of James Darnford and his at>- 

torney. Xhis I can allow, and apfw-ovC:: 

« 

but I beg to be admitted to the confulta- 
tion, as her friend ; I have a right to ex-> 
pe£b, and to demand it, 

J ^*.yoiur hulband. Madam, upon his 
death.-vl^ed^ . r€9ommended you to my ca^ 
and protcdion j he defired me to bq yoi^r 
friend : in regard to him, you ought to 
permit me to perform my promife and my 
duty, . f 

" I rtiall'be happy to meet Mr* M— ^— ^ 
^nd to fecond every thing thai: he 'can 
<o(&r for yo\jr fefeice. I know his charac- 

Vol. h M tcr. 
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«f, and-ieJpeft bim <is t oug^t. I will 
«aic on you ali4 Mr. M— i— i the tnoodeot 
^you pthrft ^wft; ->i«l conviifte *kn and 
you,* tfcit I am, 'Madafni your faithfiil 
friend, and humble fervant. 



s was « votatuHM. wad prdireildiig 
In appcsHtticei It was tdf feir and 
|j«rtBft ffiWidftipi 'Jbrf, iidl^ IlteWrfl fifty 
•neafbns for st^oidirfgiiord A-— , itftwoed 
-prudrty and fbTly to wfdfe his cort»iiany 

andafliftance*" 

I did not care tO quarrel with him; and> 
•as I "w^as going to be out of his reach, I 
^^flkju^t hWoft adYift^le to be«pon tirms 
■of fextdmal civility Vflth "him. 

WhWr thy good friend came iH, I fcewed 
■m^ihe Icttfci-, and dcfired has advice how 
to.a& towards him. 

1 '.», %u 'have wtfttfcd to fee feito ?" * 

. ,tf*Ycs,-6ir/lhave.'? 

** W^ at -on ' accoilnt :bf ;yo«tt wkfeF- 

kood? 
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hood ? or, :dp Jr^u m^m w.wrflid his com- 
IWX iff ivture r . ;, .. ^^ 

, ,** I, dp : to AVftW liim fo?,ev«r !'* , . 
■■ " Then you wUl not lic«»pt aoy/ayQua 
frooiiim?" 

" KTo, ccitainly. I would fooner rficeiv^ 
. diem from th« {Ku-iflk.*' V 

**.Xhen, I ;un fure, you have, good *ea- 

ibn« for k. Your condufl: h«s jdways been 

tight hitherto, and I.give ypp ci«Uf/or it. 

, This letter looks fair eopuj^j but. you 

know the mwi, and can judge of his ho- 
, nefty." 

« But, Sir, he was my huf^jind's fijiend j 
.and fupported him in his ficknds,.^ 
j>aid the laft duties to him." 

" Well, well, I fee your, difficjjltics j I 
^cfs from whence they proceed. Suppofe 
I was to caU ^pon my lord, and make a 

- ' ' ' ' 

kind of apology for your refufing to fee 
him; and thank .him fipr his polite atten^ 
tipns, and all thofe fort of things ? Th?n 

Ma 'he. 
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he would let us be at<jiiict for a few daysi 
we fhould be gone^ in the meaotlme^ an4 
then he might be pfcafed or* angry, and 
nobody care fpr it,** 

^* My dear Sir, you would obiigc mc 
inexpreffibiy by fo' doing. What flxo'uld 
I do without iuch a friend]** * ' 

*' Say no more, child. Pid not I come 
liither to fcrve you ? If you did not em^ 
ploy me, I ffiould have com.e to po pur*- 
^fe, ' I will go direftly/' 

" He did fo; and ftaid till my dinner wa$ 
waking for hina. 

He came in, rubbing his hands-* 

*** Well, Madam, I have pacified my loi^ 

for the prefent. He is very angry that 

you will not fee him, nor accepi his offers; 

but I fee there is more at the bottom than 

T 

. • ■ 9 • • 

what appears upon the furfacc. Come, 

let us dine. ' 1 am forry to have made 

you wait, but I could not get away 

fooiicr." 

I thanked 



i 



1 thanked hjm heartily for 41 bis good- 

aefs to mf.. _ ,'....... , 

As we fat at dinner. He kept telling me 
how he had tnanagcd with Lord A ^ - * 

t " He. was very ftately with, me at fifftf 
be thought i* fti^ange, that I fliould be ad- 
' lotted toivifit you, and even be lodged in 

.the houle with , you, w^ite he was^ denied 
admittance to your prefence.. I faid j there 
inight be reafbns for both. 

** I Ihiould be glad to hear them,", kt 

feid^ 

" Why, my lord,! am an old friend of 
Mrs. Darnford's family j I was her father's 
executor." 

f* I knew not that," faid he. 

^ , ** I defired her to confult me, whenever 

i 

Ihe wanted my acfvice or affiftance. She 

• * * 

had received two impertinent and threaten* 
iqg letters from James Darnford's attor- 
ney: fhe wanted me to proteft her from, 
tlieir attacks." 

i * M3 "Very 
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" Very right, Sir: flie is indeed obtiged 
CO yott^ and I thank you for ai&fting 
her."* 

'^ Bntj fecondly^ tny lord, I am an old 
fellow ; ihe can have nothing to fear front 
any obligation to me. Your lordlbip is 
young, handfome, and aetomplHked^^ [I 
thought it tight to fi4n66th faim over i 
little.] " The lady is yoofig and engaging 
alfo. Were flie to be under obligations t* 
you, her gratitude, and h^r fenfe o^ your 
merit, might put her into a dangerous and 
frying fituation.** [He looked down, and 
flirunk from the touch. J " But, fuppofing^ 
your lordfhip's honour and her virtue ta 
be invulnerable, the world might think 
otherwifc of your connexion: and her 
charader/ which is unqueftionable, might 
fuffcrj and that would do her more injury 
shan your aOldance could do her feryica'^ 

•^ He changed colour fcveral tiifnes, and 

fcemed uneafy in his feat a 
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••He faid^ that, if he might be honwrcd 
by your accepting his aOi (lance, there was 
na occafion for the world to lake cogni^ 
zaAce of :k : things might be managed fo- 
difcrectly af to conceal it from notice. 

** She could not conceal it from herfelf, 
my lord; (he relpefta virtue, more than 
appearances* I think her right to decline 
your favours: it is Ironfi principle, not 
from pride or prudery/* 

** By Heaven r* faid he, *«I think it is 
from both." 

** Then you juftrfy her condyft, and 
give a reafon againft yourfelf." 

^* He ftarted. I came too near him : 
he did not recover it immediately. 

*^ Sir, you do not do me juftice. I wifli 

you to underftand me better. J^ was Mr« 

Damford's friend: he recommended his 

wife to my care. But pray. Sir, tell me 

yiih9t Mrs. Daroford intend^ to ^Q with 

hcrftlf ?" 

M4 «« A$ 
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•' As bcr, h$^an£s^ friend^ and as. htr 
frmd^ I will ftdi your lordlhip* She has 
been cndeayouting fo qualify Jierfclf to 
a#Q: Of be^s. ]$k ti|ie impoKant ^arcment 
€f feoiole cducatlen; She purpoTes to open 
a fchool by herfdfj^ of clfe to be governeft 
O one Of more young ladies, in the family - 
c^ thek parents. I hdve advifed the latter; 
hecaufe it is lef^ laborious^ and lefs ba^ 
sardoua alib.'^ 

•* I cannot bear that a WQn>an of Mrs. 

Darnford's merit and accomplifhments 
ibould be condemned to fuch a degrading ^ 
fituation/* 

^^ Why not, my lord? Where is the 
degradation ? It is this adlive and in- 
duftrious temper and mind, that make! 

me her friend j I love and honour her for 
it. Had ihe fat piping and whining, ai 

r X 

inany people in her Tituation would do^ 
and expcded Heaven to rain down riches 



/ , 



into her lap, I (hould, perhaps, have pitied 



SCHO0L Vqr Wi^aws. '> nf^ 

I 

hcTi but I Ihould not have ftepped for* 
ward to her affiftaoce. Such people zrt, 
iieadyto accept other kind of affiftance, 
which is .far more degrading. I refpe^t 
that noble and independent fpirit, which 
finds refources within itfelf for every thii^* 
Heaven looks with plcafure xtpoti a brave 
fpiritj ftruggling with mijBfortiuie$> and 
rifing above them: jt*8 talents arc exerted, 
i;'s virtues are proved, ^nd^confciou^ refti-i 
tude fupports- it vfjxh fortitude ?ad jSrm- 
nefii while virtue prepares, for it an eternal 
reward. I honour and refpeft Mrs. Darn- 
ford too much, to offer her pecuniary aflift- 
ance j it would ofiend heB delicacy, and my 
own : but I will follow her with my frieud-. 
fliip and fervices, till I fee.lhe has no far- 
tjier need of theip." 

«' 0\ my generous, noble friend >r laid 
\ /'Your good opinion excites mc to' 
ftrain every nerve^j aod make every effort; 
to defcrw it r* 



^ ■% t 



cc 



Now, 



' \ 
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" Now, don't mterrupc mc/' Gud Mr^ 
M— — ^ ** let mc tdl my ftory out-^ 

^ I made this noble lord turn pak^ and.. 
red^ and pale agaio^ in the courfe of our 
conference. 

** I rofe up to conrie away j but be took 
my hand — " Let nic intrcat you. Sir, to. * 

pcrfuade Mrs. Damfbrd taacccpt this cot* 
tftgc J to live here, a& the perfon to take 
care of it, with'only one fervant to attend 
her, or more, if fhe pleafes j in Oiort, ta 
Kve here in her own way.'* 

** At your expence, my lord ? — No : I 
cannot perfuade her i becaufe I think her 
right to refufe it.'* 

** He tried every argument^ but I found 
means to confute thfem all. ' 

** He tried what anger would do. I 
was as angry as he. Then he wheedled 
and coaxed mc. I made fcveral efforts to 
kave him. I faid it was your dinncr-tim?.. 
He urged me to dine with him; but I re- 

fufed < 



ftiftd pofitivdy. * Finding ic was to na 
purpofc to urge me farther, he fuffcrcd me 
to take a polite leave of him.*^ 

** Oh, my dear Sir I let us go to Lon- 
don—let us go direftlyr* 

•^Patience, my dear lady! — I fliall be 
as glad to gp as you can be, but I mult 
fxrft fetde yotrr affairs here. 

^ Your coufin, James Darnfcf d, Efq. ii^ 
a mean, fliabby fellow. He talked much 
of his claims upon all the efiefts of his 
krnfman. I told him, there was another 
claimant. He feemed frightened, and 
allied who it was > 

•* Mrs. Darnford, Sir. She has a law- 
fol claim to one-third of all the perTonalU 
ties of her late hofbaild. I mil eminnerate 
ihem— The goods and ftlrniturc of this 
houfe; the plate, linen, &c. the farm- 
ing ftock, ^nd utenfils; and the crops 
now upon the ground. The whole 
premifes, with theft things upon them> 

were 
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were kt to Robert Framptbn, Efq, for the 
fum of two hundred pounds per annum^ 
The year's reift k due, and, I fuppofe, you 
hive received it; but you niuft account for 
ictdme, in behalf of Mrs. Darnford. I 
am her lawyerj and I demand it far 
her»" • 1 

^^Darnfbrd, and his attorney, flood' 
^haft* The]^ looked et each other,- anc£ 
werefilent. 

** I went on-—" I have made a kind or 
efthxiate, in my own mind, of her Iharc oi 
fhefe pedbnalities. If you will pay Mrs*. 

Danrtford the fum of one hundred and fiftju 
pounds, Ihc will give and fign rcleafcs, and 
all will be fettled quiedy t but,:if you take 
ihis fellow's advice,, and go to law for it,. 1 

yoo will fpend as much^and pei^haps more,^ 
than the whole is worth; and you will have- 
lopay the cods of fuii; and nobody but 
this man will be the better for It. ^I pro- 
fefc plain dealing. I tell you nothing but 

the < 



SCHOOL P0% VrrDt)W8» %JJ 

!die truth. Confider this point, and g4ve 
imc your anfwcr as loon as poQiblc,** * 
** Mr. DarriFord talked f great deal of 
tionfexifc and impertinence, which I (haH 
jiot repeat. He offered twenty, forty, fifty 
pounds. 

•*^ I refufed to accept any thing lefs thart 
tny dcntand. I defired him to confider 
farther, and give ^dc his ^nfwcr to-morrow 
rinornmg. 

" You may 4iave your taggage packed 
^p, to-night, if you pleafe: if I finilh th« 
■bufinefs in the morning, we may fet out 
ibr Lxmdon in the afternoon % but, if other- 
wife, wc muft wait till the day after. I 
i^ill'draw up the relcafes myfcif, this even- 
iBg, and have every thing in rcadincfs. 
Get me pen, ink, and paper, fof thit pur- 
pofc*" 

Thus did my genelrous fiicnd aft for 
me; and with as much aftivity and difpatch 
as poffxble. He wrote all the evening, an4 

every 
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cvoy ihiog was ceady.^ir tfigf^ng iJie jiext 
morning, , . 

As foon « hceakfaft «as lO^m, Mr. 
il-— ~ wttit to .the Hall, wkh Jiis papeis 
in his pOGkec. 

Some time after. Lord A *s ier^ant 
caHed, with bis Lord's con^liments, cfefir* 
ing to know how I did, and inviting Mr« 
JM— — - to diQC with him iit four o'clock. 

I lent word, that Mr. M- was.goae 
to the Hall upon bufinef^ And would be 
^£9g^ there moft part of the day, and 
that I was much as ulual. 

* 

I packed up all nay naouKniiig,.clQatb$, 
and neceflkies, and had o^y^trunk put iiuo 
Mr. M-^— •'$ chaifc, and ^as rregidy to go 
at a minute's .warning. I difphgrged my 

iervant Hannah; to whom I :gave a .written 

• ■ • 

charafter, fuch as fhe well deferved^ and 
iuch as imoft people .would accept. 

I took leave of iMrs. Moylc jind hff 
family i^tellii^.thenq, i^ih^uld Ic^re .them 

very 



i 



t€HOOL FOR WIDOWS^ ^J9 

^rciy lboo> oadh beting them to Uf nothing 
4)f it till after I was gone. 
^ I MBOttd impatiemly for my friend'^s 
return* At one o^clock, he fent noe word, 
lie fliouid dine at the Hall^ but would be 
with me by; fix o'clodc. This I took for a 
hint, that he would fet out with me at that 
Jjpur. 

Mr. M-— — came back at half an hopr 
jpaft five o'clock. 

** Well," faid he, '' what did you think 

of my ftayiag to dine at the Hall ?'* 
** I thought it a good omen. Sir, that 

you would finifh the bufinefs, and that 

we ihould fet out on our Journey this 

evening/' 

" You guefs well, Your kinfmanwd 

I underftand one another -, and I verily 
, believe, that fellow inftigated him, or he 

would not have given you any trouble. I 

have got the fiim I demanded from him; 

Andy pray,^et all your money together; 

andy 
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and, when you get to London, you flittlT 
buy (lock with it, and let it accumulate 
for hereafter. While you arc young, I 
hope you fliatt live upon your own earn- 
ings ; but, when you go down the hill, rt 
is good to have a refource. Come, give 
me fbme tea j and I will order my ftrvantg 
to get ready, if you chufc to let out to- 
night/' 

*^ If it is not difagrceable to you. Sir, 
I am quite ready/' 

The tea was drank, the chaife was' got 
ready, and we went as far as N* that 
evening. We fupped and flept there j and, 
the next day, we went forward on our 
journey. 

We flejpt at Rumford, and got to Lin- 

coin's Inn Fields by noon the day fd* 

» 

losing. 

Mr. M— -^ ' told me his management 
with James Darnford. I fodnd he had 
pleaded my caufe with that eloquence 

which 
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- • 

which only appeared when he was warmed 
with his fubjefti for his common con^^ 
verfation was blunt and plain.. 

This excellent man took my monies^, 
and bought into the Long Annuities for 
me. I believe he added to the fum i bur 

He concealed it to cunningly,, that I couldi 
not be certaih'of it.. 

He gave me the Bank fecurities— - 
« H'ere,"^ faid* he, /' keep t'Kefe 'jarely.. 
Twenty pounds a year is a good fortune; 
to thofc who had nothing before -, and you- 
will find it a pretty addition to youn 
ialary., 

*^ You are to have fifty pounds a year/. 
Ehave fettled all things for you with Lady 

_ \ 

Haughton.. You fliall call upon her to- 
morrow, morning i . but you muft finilH. 
your week with me^ before you go there - 
entirely.*' 

I was going to exprefs my gratitiide and: 
idpeft ;. but he flopped me, 
Vot.L. ' N. "I won't 
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** I won*t be thanked, nor I won't be 
flattered. Be my good child, and I wilt 
be your good faiherr that is enough (or 
m both.*^ 

The next morning, Mr. M— • carried 
me to wait on Lady Hanghton. She 
received us in her drefling room. The 
young ladies were wich her. 

There was an air of condefcenfion about 
tlie lady, that had pride and infolence ia 

itj and humiliated, while it fcemed gra- 

* •' ~. . . •' ' 

cious to me. 

TlKe young ones whifpcrcd' and laughed 
afide i which convinced me that they were 
ignorant and ilKbred, and foreboded an^ 

unpleafant ufk to the peribn who (hould 

* * "J ■ 

undertake ^6 inform and inftrufl: theoi. 

Mr. M prefenled mc to Lady 



Haughton. He reminded her of what 
had pafled between themj and told Her^ 
1 was the ^crfoft he recommendei}. ' 
My lady gate a nod of lappki&afidrfi 

the 



i 

i 
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tte terms were mcntioiied, and agreed to f 
and the Monday follawiflg MOied ^for mjfp 
iCKption into th^ family^. ^ > ,, * 
t Mr. M-~-- treated me witi^tke^iqitqft 
Vindnefs ^^d liqi^itaUcy i aod. IJe& Uas 

to exprejli^^ hglf the j;nautistti£ lUit Sat bh 
goodnefs. H^ foo^ a.pfttprnal ka^vc ^f 
me J and I went tq, my pew dcftinatjpn* 

And now, my dear friend, J wril njake 
up this enormous pacquet^ Our p^oiigh- 
boy will take it with him to W— — • I 
hope to hear fi?orn you, at his return home 
with my Patty. I fliall go on writing ia 

• • • . V 

the ipean time. 

, I bavclfiept a joumaj ; and that enables 
me to be as minirt^ as you find me, fpr I 
h ave little more than to tranfcrlbc* , 

You.rauft tefl me fome particBlfrs of 
ywit paft fituation. Yqw Speak wry dif- , 
rcfpeafuUjr of yow hu(baod, aft«a I.jsx- 
pc^, y<^ to acc^Hmt for it. He has left 

you 



